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Greetings August 2022

I should know better than to tempt the fates; been there, done that and paid the price.
Here I was thinking not that bad a summer so far, not too hot or unbearably muggy,
thinking we’d get away with a fine, fine summer...And then came mid-July and early
August! Boy, did it heat up in a hurry! The last week or so has been brutal, feeling like
a blast furnace that had run amok. Taking the puppies out for their first walk at 6:30 am
is pleasant; getting home at 7:30 and I can’t wait to jump into a cold shower. The last
couple of morning were beautiful—one was a 9.5 as far [ was concerned—but boy did
they warm up in a hurry. Not really complaining. Winter will be here soon enough, and
I can wait.

Stuart Woods, a prolific, prizewinning mystery writer who churned out multiple best
sellers during what his memoir duly described as “an extravagant life,” died on July 22
at his home in Washington, Conn. He was 84. The author of some 100 novels, 60-some
of which featured Stone Barrington, won an Edgar from the Mystery Writers of Ameri-
ca for his first novel, Chiefs. “I have a fevered imagination,” he told the NYT in 1999.
“And a rich fantasy life, which helps with the sex scenes.” A rich fantasy life would
certainly come in handy, writing the Barrington novels!

0D s Dicks

Reading has not been much fun recently as I’ve been struggling with new glasses and a
new prescription for lenses, and all is not well. However, this too will get sorted out and
all will be right in the kingdom, soon enough. Did manage to struggle through a few
books, however...

The new MARTIN WALKER, To Kill a Troubadour (#15) ($36), was, as we have
come to expect from this marvellous duo of author and character, great fun. Reading
this series is as much about the food and drink and easy approach to life as it is about
the plot, the story. And this one was no different. This is a series that you could happily
re-read and I think it may well be time to re-visit the first Bruno novel, Bruno, Chief of
Police (#1) ($13.99) soon.

I won’t reprint the blurb here as the title is annotated a little further on, but you don’t
really need to know what the plot is, as that’s not really why you’re going to read this
series. Just jump in, it’s such great fun.

The Merchant of Wenace, | Pessre &itamaing

In a word: Actual

Sleuth’s monthly newsletter, is available for download from Hours of Business
SleuthOfBakerStreet.ca at no charge. If you’d like the hard copy
mailed to you, it’s $50 a year for the bi-monthly edition.

Please check the website.
Will try to keep that up to date!
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Likewise, the new DANIEL SILVA Portrait of an Unknown Woman (#22) ($36.99
hardcover and $24.99 trade paperback) was, as expected, a great read. This one is a bit
of a throwback to the early Gabriel Allon and his work as an art restorer. After what
happened at the end of last year’s The Cellist (#21) ($12.99), Allon has gone back to
Venice and is now retired. Of course, his readers are not going to put up with this retire-
ment nonsense, so it is not long before he’s on the trail of art forgers who’ll do anything
necessary to keep their lucrative business enterprise going. What fun.

Again, the short blurb is reproduced a little later on, so I’ll not do so here.

And finally, LINWOOD BARCLAY’s Take Your Breath Away ($23.99) is a thriller
in every sense of the word. As this one was published a couple of months ago, here is a
short blurb: One weekend, while Andrew Mason was on a fishing trip, his wife, Brie,
vanished without a trace. Most everyone assumed Andy had got away with murder—
it’s always the husband, isn’t it?—but the police could never build a strong case against
him. For a while, Andy hit rock bottom—he drank too much to numb the pain, was
abandoned by all his friends save one, nearly lost his business, and became a pariah in
the place he once called home.

Now, six years later, Andy has finally put his life back together. He sold the house he
once shared with Brie and moved away. To tell the truth, he wasn’t sad to hear that the
old place was razed and a new house built on the site. He’s settled down with a new
partner, Jayne, and life is good.

But Andy’s peaceful world is about to shatter. One day, a woman shows up at his old
address, screaming, “Where’s my house? What’s happened to my house?”” And then,
just as suddenly as she appeared, the woman—who bears a striking resemblance to
Brie—is gone. The police are notified and old questions—and dark suspicions—
resurface.

Could Brie really be alive after all these years? If so, where has she been? It soon be-
comes clear that Andy’s future and the lives of those closest to him depend on discover-
ing what the hell is going on. The trick will be whether he can stay alive long enough to
unearth the answers.

This kind of thriller is not the kind of read I normally search for, but I picked this one
up because Stephen King gave it a good review and, over the years, I have found him
to be a reliable source of good reads. A thriller, by definition, has twits and turns and
surprises and improbabilities galore and that is what you get here. My tongue was get-
ting a little sore, planted as firmly as it was in my cheek, but, boy, this was unputdown-
able. The author has a nice sense of humour going on in the writing, a light touch, that
helped raise this from a pure thriller to the enjoyable read that it turned out to be. Next
time I’m in the mood for more fun escapism, I’1l know where to go looking.

arnian's Picko

All T can say is that I’m glad I put an air conditioner in the cottage. Strictly for the pup-
pies, of course. It’s in the living room with a couple of strategically placed fans to help
direct the cool air toward my bedroom. Prince’s favourite place to lie is on the floor
about five feet in front the A/C unit and experience the full effect of the cool air
“downdraft.” Pixie’s, on the other hand, is on my lap. I know, I know, she’s a bit big to
be a lap dog, but we manage. Gotta tell you, I love it, and she must as well. Sometimes
she’s on my lap for only ten or 15 minutes; sometimes it’s an hour or hour-and-a half! I
am so lucky.

A customer ordered a copy of Lost and Found in Paris ($34.99) by LIAN DOLAN. It
sounded like a good read, so I got myself a copy and what a delight it was. It’s a perfect
afternoon cottage read: art theft, celebrity name dropping, Paris, history, Joan of Arc,
family survivors coping after the 9/11 tragedy, love, food, and so on. I’ve often fanta-
sized about being an international courier of “secret items” in my alter ego life, but now
I think I’ll re-consider! Sooo much more fun just to read about it. Here is the blurb:
Joan Blakely had an unconventional childhood: the daughter of a globe-trotting super-
model and a world-famous artist. Her artist father died on 9/11, and Joan—an art histo-
rian by training—has spent more than a decade maintaining his legacy. Life in the art
world is beginning to wear on her—and then one fateful afternoon her husband drops a
bombshell: he’s fathered twins with another woman.




SLEUTH of Baker Street and The Merchant of Menace, an unbeatable combination. e-MOM August 2022 Page 3

Furious but secretly pleased to have a reason to blow up her life, Joan impulsively de-
cides to get out of town, booking a last-minute trip to Paris as an art courier: the person
museums hire to fly valuable works of art to potential clients, discreetly stowed in their
carry-on luggage. Sipping her champagne in business-class, she chats up her seatmate,
Nate, a good-looking tech nerd who invites her to dinner in Paris. He doesn’t know
she’s carrying drawings worth hundreds of thousands of dollars.

But after a romantic dinner and an even more romantic night together, Joan wakes up
next to her new lover to discover the drawings gone. Even more shocking is what’s
been left in their place: a sketch from her father’s journals, which she thought had been
lost when he died on 9/11, and a poem that reads like a treasure hunt.

As I said, a delight.

I love spy thrillers and have been meaning to read DAN FESPERMAN for ages and fi-
nally did. The Cover Wife ($23) follows CIA agent Clare Saylor who goes undercover
as the wife of a controversial professor at a conference in Hamburg in 1999. The pro-
fessor, who’s written a book that’s inflamed some members of Al Qaeda, needs to have
constant bodyguards and minders. I was intrigued by the historical context of this story,
the spycraft and the location. I won’t say anymore about the plot as I don’t want to give
it away; it’s really quite good. I’m certainly going to read more of Mr. Fesperman,
maybe the new one titled Winter Work ($37), or an older title, Safe Houses ($22.95),
which has had good reviews from other customers. So much choice as he’s written 13
books.

I really enjoyed reading The Last Bookshop in London ($23.99) by MADELINE
MARTIN which is “sort of” based on one of the bookshops in London that survived
The Blitz. When The Librarian Spy ($24.99) came in a couple of weeks ago, I just
knew I was going to read it. The book is inspired by the true story of America’s library
spies of World War II, and I read it in almost one sitting, barring a martini or three, or a
pee breaks or six for the puppies. The story follows two women, Ava, who is a librarian
at the Library of Congress, and Elaine, who lives in occupied Lyon, France, working
for the resistance, where she helps print and distribute an underground newspaper
called Combat. An unexpected offer from the US military brings Ava to Lisbon, Portu-
gal, with the job of posing as a librarian while working undercover as a spy gathering
intelligence. As the battle in Europe rages, Ava and Elaine find themselves connecting
through coded messages and discovering hope in the face of war. It’s a lovely read,
both inspiring and heartbreaking.

Do you like listening to the music of Johann Sebastian Bach? If yes, this book is for
you. And After the Fire ($22.99) by LAUREN BELFER was first published in 2016,
but I’ve only come to it now. It is a story about the discovery of an unknown cantata
written by J S Bach in the 1700s and how it has been deliberately kept hidden until
now. The story is full of music, well, maybe, a little too full on occasion, love, loss, anti
-Semitism, redemption, strong characters, and a plot that could actually be true. I was
fully engaged with the book, and it is certainly an eye opener for me as to how music
and lyrics can change the world. The bibliography at the end of the book is quite exten-
sive if you want to do further research. Well worth the read for any classical music lov-
er.

Here is the blurb: In the ruins of Germany in 1945, at the end of World War II, Ameri-
can soldier Henry Sachs takes a souvenir, an old music manuscript, from a seemingly
deserted mansion and mistakenly kills the girl who tries to stop him.

In America in 2010, Henry’s niece, Susanna Kessler, struggles to rebuild her life after
she experiences a devastating act of violence on the streets of New York City. When
Henry dies soon after, she uncovers the long-hidden music manuscript. She becomes
determined to discover what it is and to return it to its rightful owner, a journey that will
challenge her preconceptions about herself and her family’s history—and also offer her
an opportunity to finally make peace with the past.

In Berlin, Germany, in 1783, amid the city’s glittering salons where aristocrats and
commoners, Christians and Jews, mingle freely despite simmering anti-Semitism, Sara
Itzig Levy, a renowned musician, conceals the manuscript of an anti-Jewish cantata by
Johann Sebastian Bach, an unsettling gift to her from Bach’s son, her teacher. This
work and its disturbing message will haunt Sara and her family for generations to come.

Interweaving the stories of Susanna and Sara, and their families, And After the Fire
traverses over two hundred years of history, from the eighteenth century through the
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Holocaust and into today, seamlessly melding past and present, real and imagined.
Lauren Belfer’s deeply researched, evocative, and compelling narrative resonates with
emotion and immediacy.

Hardbacko

BALDACCI, DAVID 6:20 MAN ($37) Every day without fail, Travis Devine puts on
a cheap suit, grabs his faux-leather briefcase, and boards the 6:20 commuter train to
Manhattan, where he works as an entry-level analyst at the city’s most prestigious in-
vestment firm. In the mornings, he gazes out the train window at the lavish homes of
the uberwealthy, dreaming about joining their ranks. In the evenings, he listens to the
fiscal news on his phone, already preparing for the next grueling day in the cutthroat
realm of finance. Then one morning Devine’s tedious routine is shattered by an anony-
mous email: She is dead. Before the day is out, Devine receives another ominous visit,
a confrontation that threatens to dredge up grim secrets from his past in the army unless
he participates in a clandestine investigation into his firm.

BURDETTE, LUCY DISH TO DIE FOR (#12) ($35.99) Peace and quiet are hard to
find in bustling Key West, so Hayley Snow, food critic for Key Zest magazine, is tak-
ing the afternoon off for a tranquil lunch with a friend outside of town. As they are en-
joying the wild beach and the lunch, she realizes that her husband Nathan’s dog, Ziggy,
has disappeared. She follows his barking, to find him furiously digging at a shallow
grave with a man’s body in it. Davis Jager, a local birdwatcher, identifies him as GG
Garcia, a rabble-rousing Key West local and developer. Garcia was famous for over-
development on the fragile Keys, womanizing, and refusing to follow city rules—so it’s
no wonder he had a few enemies...old secrets come to life, dragging the past into the
present—with murderous results.

CHILDS, LAURA tea DARK AND STORMY TEA (#24) ($36) It was a dark and
stormy night, but that was the least of Theodosia Browning's troubles. As she approach-
es St. Philips Graveyard, Theodosia sees two figures locked in a strange embrace. Wip-
ing rain from her eyes, Theodosia realizes she has just witnessed a brutal murder and
sees a dark-hooded figure slip away into the fog. In the throes of alerting police, Theo-
dosia recognizes the victim—it is the daughter of her friend, Lois, who owns the Anti-
quarian Bookshop next door to her own Indigo Tea Shop. Even though this appears to
be the work of a serial killer who is stalking the back alleys of Charleston, Lois begs
Theodosia for help.

CROSBY, ELLEN wine country BITTER ROOTS (#12) ($39.99) The brutal murder
of beautiful vineyard expert, Eve Kerr, and a devastating storm force Virginia wine-
maker Lucie Montgomery to confront painful changes on the eve of her wedding. Why
did Eve secretly arranged to meet Quinn, Lucie’s intended, on the day she was mur-
dered? What does he know and is not telling her?

DELANY, VICKI tea by sea MURDER SPILLS THE TEA (#3) ($35) The country’s
hottest TV cooking show is coming to Cape Cod. And against her better judgment, Lily
Roberts is entering America Bakes! with her charming tearoom, Tea by the Sea. Film-
ing is already proving disruptive, closing the tearoom during Lily’s busiest season. But
tensions really bubble over when infamous bad-boy chef and celebrity judge, Tommy
Greene, loses his temper with Lily’s staff, resulting in an on-camera blow up with Cher-
yl Wainwright. Just as Lily thinks the competition can’t get more bitter, Tommy is
found dead in Tea by the Sea’s kitchen . . . murdered with Lily’s rolling pin. Suspicion
immediately falls on Cheryl. Now, while she’s baking up a storm for the show, Lily
must also whip up an impromptu investigation . . . before the murderer rolls someone
else away.

FESPERMAN, DAN WINTER WORK ($37) On a chilly early morning walk on the
wooded outskirts of Berlin, Emil Grimm finds the body of his neighbor, a fellow Stasi
officer named Lothar, with a gunshot wound to the temple and a pistol in his right hand.
Despite appearances, Emil suspects murder. A few months earlier he would have
known just what to do, but now, as East Germany disintegrates, being a Stasi colonel is
more of a liability than an asset. More troubling still is that Emil and Lothar were in-
volved in a final clandestine mission, one that has clearly turned deadly. Now Emil
must finish the job alone, on uncertain ground where old alliances seem to be shifting
by the day. Meanwhile, CIA agent Claire Saylor, sent to Berlin to assist an Agency mop
-up action against their collapsing East German adversaries, has just received an up-
grade to her assignment and she realizes the mission is far more delicate than she was
led to believe. With the rules of the game changing fast, and as their missions intersect,
Emil and Claire find themselves on unlikely common ground, fighting for their lives
against a powerful enemy hiding in the shadows.
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FREEMAN, BRIAN I REMEMBER YOU ($35.95) On the Fourth of July, Hallie
Evers dies at a rooftop party in Las Vegas. Hours later, she wakes up in the hospital,
disoriented but alive. Why can’t she find the doctor who revived her? Why does her
head feel crowded and loud? Why do her memories feel both foreign and familiar? Her
self-doubt spirals into crippling paranoia. Hallie knows that mental illness runs in her
family—her mother suffered from delusions that led to an early death. But now even
Hallie’s dreams are fraught with details that seem like more than imagination—vivid
images of a city she remembers but has never visited in her life. As she embarks on a
cross-country search for answers, Hallie catches glimpses of what feel like another per-
son’s memories. It’s a dark, horrifying, tragic vision...of someone else’s murder. But is
any of it real?

FREEMAN, BRIAN bourne BOURNE SACRIFICE (#17) ($37) Jason Bourne has
faced many killers before, but none as dangerous or as cruelly inventive as the assassin
who calls himself Lennon. Bourne thought he had Lennon cornered in Iceland, only to
have the killer escape in a fiery explosion. Now Lennon’s trail leads Bourne to New
York and then to Washington—and the body count rises with each deadly encounter.
But who is Lennon working for? Bourne believes the assassin has a shadowy new em-
ployer called the Pyramid. The only clue to the group’s agenda is a young German
woman murdered in Washington on her way to a covert meeting. But the woman’s en-
tire identity turns out to be a lie, and news reports of her death have been strangely
twisted and suppressed. Bourne’s former lover, journalist Abbey Laurent, is digging in-
to the mystery too, and Jason’s perilous battle against Lennon and the Pyramid will
soon put Abbey in the assassin’s crosshairs. Bourne will need to use every bit of his
tradecraft and his genius for mayhem to expose this web of lies and murder before Len-
non kills the woman he loves.

GREEN, GEORGE DAWES KINGDOMS OF SAVANNAH ($36.99) It begins qui-
etly on a balmy Southern night as some locals gather at Bo Peep’s, one of the town’s fa-
vorite watering holes. Within an hour, however, a man will be murdered and his com-
panion will be “disappeared.” An unlikely detective, Morgana Musgrove, doyenne of
Savannah society, is called upon to unravel the mystery of these crimes. Morgana is an
imperious, demanding, and conniving woman, whose four grown children are weary of
her schemes. But one by one she inveigles them into helping with her investigation, and
soon the family uncovers some terrifying truths—truths that will rock Savannah’s pow-
er structure to its core. Moving from the homeless encampments that ring the city to the
stately homes of Savannah’s elite, Green’s novel brilliantly depicts the underbelly of a
city with a dark history and the strangely mesmerizing dysfunction of a complex fami-
ly.
HAINES, CAROLYN bones LADY OF BONES (#24) ($35.99) It’s Halloween sea-
son in Mississippi as Sarah Booth and the gang gather to decorate and gush over Tink-
ie’s new baby, Maylin. Sarah Booth is just about to refresh the cocktails when she hears
a knock on the door and opens it to find a woman named Frankie, distraught at the dis-
appearance of her daughter Christa, a young journalist. Christa had been investigating
the disappearance of young women in New Orleans over a five-year period—one every
year around Halloween. Now Christa herself is missing, and Frankie fears it may be
connected to a cult based in the Garden District, called People of Eternity. People of
Eternity are known to have far-reaching connections which Frankie worries may reach
as high as law enforcement. Refusing to contact the authorities, she turns to Delaney
Detective Agency as her only hope. Despite initial reservations, Sarah Booth accepts
the case...

IGLESIAS, GABINO DEVIL TAKES YOU HOME ($35) Buried in debt due to his
young daughter’s illness, his marriage at the brink, Mario reluctantly takes a job as a
hitman, surprising himself with his proclivity for violence. After tragedy destroys the
life he knew, Mario agrees to one final job: hijack a cartel’s cash shipment before it
reaches Mexico. Along with an old friend and a cartel-insider named Juanca, Mario sets
off on the near-suicidal mission, which will leave him with either a cool $200,000 or a
bullet in the skull. But the path to reward or ruin is never as straight as it seems. As the
three complicated men travel through the endless landscape of Texas, across the border
and back, their hidden motivations are laid bare alongside nightmarish encounters that
defy explanation. One thing is certain: even if Mario makes it out alive, he won’t return
the same.

KUHN, CYNTHIA HOW TO BOOK A MURDER ($35.99) To help save her family’s
floundering Colorado bookstore, Starlit Bookshop, newly minted Ph.D. Emma Starrs
agrees to plan a mystery-themed dinner party for her wealthy, well-connected high
school classmate Tabitha Baxter. It’s a delightful evening of cocktails and conjecture
until Tabitha’s husband, Tip—hosting the affair in the guise of Edgar Allan Poe’s de-
tective C. Auguste Dupin—winds up murdered. In a heartbeat, Emma and her aunt
Nora, a famous mystery writer, become suspects. Emma is sure the party’s over for
Starlit events, until celebrated author Calliope Nightfall, whose gothic sensibilities are
intrigued by the circumstances, implores the bookseller to create a Poe-themed launch
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event for her latest tome. Throwing a bash to die for while searching for additional
clues is already enough to drive Emma stark raven mad, but another shocking crime
soon reveals that Silvercrest has not yet reached the final chapter of the puzzling case.
Someone in this charming artistic community has murder on the mind, and if Emma
cannot outwit the killer, she and her beloved aunt will land behind bars, to walk free
nevermore.

LA PLANTE, LYNDA warr VANISHED (#3) ($38.99) When an eccentric elderly
widow claims she is being stalked, Detective Jack Warr is the only person willing to dig
into the truth behind her wild claims. Jack soon finds himself embroiled in an interna-
tional drugs operation, art theft—and a murder investigation. On the back foot through-
out, he is forced to play second fiddle to the Drug Squad, confront an old adversary,
and even fight off accusations of assault. But Jack believes that every aspect of this
multi-faceted case is simply a distraction from the one person who lies at the heart of it
all—the widow's elusive stalker. Find him, and the truth will come out...

MARRA, ANTHONY MERCURY PICTURES PRESENTS ($38.99) Like many be-
fore her, Maria Lagana has come to Hollywood to outrun her past. Born in Rome,
where every Sunday her father took her to the cinema instead of church, Maria immi-
grates with her mother to Los Angeles after a childhood transgression leads to her fa-
ther’s arrest. Fifteen years later, on the eve of America’s entry into World War II, Maria
is an associate producer at Mercury Pictures, trying to keep her personal and profes-
sional lives from falling apart. Her mother won’t speak to her. Her boss, a man of many
toupees, has been summoned to Washington by congressional investigators. Her boy-
friend, a virtuoso Chinese American actor, can’t escape the studio’s narrow typecasting.
And the studio itself, Maria’s only home in exile, teeters on the verge of bankruptcy.
When the arrival of a stranger from her father’s past threatens Maria’s carefully con-
structed facade, she must finally confront her father’s fate—and her own.

MUNIER, PAULA mercy elvis WEDDING PLOT (#4) ($36.99) When Mercy’s
grandmother Patience marries her longtime beau Claude Renault at the five-star Lady’s
Slipper Inn, it promises to be the destination wedding of the year. Just as the four-day
extravaganza is due to begin, the inn’s spa director Bodhi St. George disappears—and
Mercy’s mother Grace sends Mercy and Elvis to find him. But what they discover in-
stead is a stranger skewered by a pitchfork in the barn on the goat farm where St.
George lived. As Mercy tries to figure out who the victim is and where St. George is
hiding, it’s up to her and Elvis to stop the killer and save the bride and groom—before
death do they part.

MURPHY, DWYER HONEST LIVING ($35) After leaving behind the comforts and
the shackles of a prestigious law firm, a restless attorney makes ends meet in mid-2000s
Brooklyn by picking up odd jobs from a colorful assortment of clients. When a mysteri-
ous woman named Anna Reddick turns up at his apartment with ten thousand dollars in
cash and asks him to track down her missing husband Newton, an antiquarian
bookseller who she believes has been pilfering rare true crime volumes from her collec-
tion, he trusts it will be a quick and easy case. But when the real Anna Reddick—a
magnetic but unpredictable literary prodigy—Ilands on his doorstep with a few bones to
pick, he finds himself out of his depth, drawn into a series of deceptions involving Jo-
seph Conrad novels, unscrupulous booksellers, aspiring flaneurs, and seedy real estate
developers.

NADEL, BARBARA ikmen BRIDE PRICE (#24) ($36.99) When jeweller Fahrettin
Muftugolu is found dead in his apartment in the Istanbul district of Vefa, it looks like
suicide. Searching the jeweller's home, Inspector Mehmet Suleyman and his team come
across a hoard of extraordinary artefacts including solid gold religious relics and a
mummified human head. But are they real and, if so, who owns these priceless posses-
sions? As his colleagues begin their investigation, Suleyman is distracted by troubles of
his own. His wedding to Gonca Serekoglu is days away, but when Gonca receives her
bridal bedcover from a Roma haberdasher and discovers that it is covered in blood, she
sees this as a curse on their marriage. Suleyman asks his old friend Cetin Ikmen to help
him uncover the truth, but the task is not that simple...

SCHELLMAN, KATHARINE LAST CALL AT THE NIGHTINGALE ($36.99)
New York, 1924. Vivian Kelly's days are filled with drudgery, from the tenement lodg-
ing she shares with her sister to the dress shop where she sews for hours every day. But
at night, she escapes to The Nightingale, an underground dance hall where illegal liquor
flows and the band plays the Charleston with reckless excitement. With a bartender
willing to slip her a free glass of champagne and friends who know the owner, Vivian
can lose herself in the music. No one asks where she came from or how much money
she has. No one bats an eye if she flirts with men or women as long as she can keep up
on the dance floor. At The Nightingale, Vivian forgets the dangers of Prohibition-era
New York and finds a place that feels like home. But then she discovers a body behind
the club, and those dangers come knocking. Caught in a police raid at the Nightingale,
Vivian discovers that the dead man wasn't the nameless bootlegger he first appeared.
With too many people assuming she knows more about the crime than she does, Vivian
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finds herself caught between the dangers of the New York's underground and the world
of the city's wealthy and careless, where money can hide any sin and the lives of the
poor are considered disposable...including Vivian's own.

SILVA, DANIEL allon PORTRAIT OF AN UNKNOWN WOMAN (#22) ($36.99
hardcover, $24.99 trade paperback) Legendary spy and art restorer Gabriel Allon has at
long last severed ties with Israeli intelligence and settled quietly in Venice, the only
place where he has ever truly known peace. His beautiful wife, Chiara, has taken over
the day-to-day management of the Tiepolo Restoration Company, and their two young
children are discreetly enrolled in a neighborhood scuola elementare. For his part, Ga-
briel spends his days wandering the streets and canals of the watery city, bidding fare-
well to the demons of his tragic, violent past. But when the eccentric London art dealer
Julian Isherwood asks Gabriel to investigate the circumstances surrounding the redis-
covery and lucrative sale of a centuries-old painting, he is drawn into a deadly game of
cat and mouse where nothing is as it seems.

SMITH, ALEXANDER isabel SWEET REMNANTS OF SUMMER (#14) ($34) Isa-
bel Dalhousie accepts an invitation to serve on the advisory committee of the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery, but soon finds herself swept up in an all-too-familiar dilem-
ma. David is the grandson of a Scottish clan chief and is supportive of Scottish nation-
alism. But his fervent beliefs are threatening family harmony, especially because his
sister Catriona's socialist views put her at odds with her brother. When their mother,
Laura, a fellow committee member, asks Isabel to intervene, she tries to demur. But al-
ways one for courteous resolutions to philosophical disagreements, Isabel can't help but
intercede. In the meantime, Jamie, having criticized Isabel for getting involved in the
affairs of others, does precisely that himself. Jamie is helping to select a new cellist for
his ensemble, but he suspects that the conductor may be focused on something other
than his favored candidate's cello skills. With so many complicated and fraught issues
demanding their attention, Isabel and Jamie will have to tap deep into their reserves of
tact, charm and goodwill as they navigate the tricky and turbulent waters of these emo-
tional matters.

WALKER, MARTIN bruno TO KILL A TROUBADOUR (#15) ($36) Les Trouba-
dours, a folk music group that Bruno has long supported, go viral with their new num-
ber, “Song for Catalonia,” when the Spanish government suddenly bans the song. The
songwriter, Joel Martin, is a local enthusiast for the old Occitan language of Périgord
and the medieval troubadours, and he sympathizes with the Catalan bid for independ-
ence. The success of his song provokes outrage among extreme Spanish nationalists.
Then, in a stolen car found on a Périgord back road, police discover a distinctive bullet
for a state-of-the-art sniper's rifle that can kill at three kilometers, and they fear that Joel
might be the intended target. The French and Spanish governments agree to mount a
joint operation to stop the assailants, and Bruno is the local man on the spot who mobi-
lizes his resources to track them down. While Bruno tries to keep the peace, his friend
Florence reaches out for help. Her abusive ex-husband is about to be paroled from pris-
on and she fears he will return to reclaim their children. Will Bruno and Florence be
able to prevent this unwanted visit? Despite the pressures, there is always time for Bru-
no to savor les plaisirs of the Dordogne around the table with friends.

WOODS, STUART barrington BLACK DOG (#62) ($37) After returning home from
a treacherous adventure, Stone Barrington is all too happy to settle back down in his
New York City abode. But when he's introduced to a glamorous socialite with a stag-
gering inheritance, Stone realizes his days are about to be anything but quiet. As it turns
out, Stone's intriguing new companion has some surprisingly familiar ties and other far
more sinister ones—including a nefarious enemy who gets too close for comfort. When
it becomes clear that this miscreant will stop at nothing to get what he wants, and will
endanger all whom Stone holds hear, Stone must step in to protect his friends and pre-
vent a dangerous madman from wreaking havoc across the city.

YOUNG, GLENDA dexter CURTAIN CALL AT THE SEAVIEW HOTEL (#2)
($36.99) Helen Dexter has started a new chapter in her life as sole proprietor of the
Seaview Hotel. But things take a dramatic turn when an acting troupe book into the ho-
tel to rehearse a play they hope will save a much-loved theatre from being closed down.
Helen immediately picks up on tension between the actors, but there is worse to come
when the charismatic leading lady is found dead. With so much at stake, it's clear the
show must go on. Helen is roped into helping the troupe with their performance, giving
her ample opportunity to discover who wanted their diva dead. However, the murder is
not the only thing on Helen's mind. She's receiving threatening phone calls, her car is
vandalised—and she's just learned of an impending visit from a hotel inspector which
could change the fortunes of the Seaview Hotel. With her trusty greyhound Suki by her
side, Helen is determined to uncover the identity of the killer—even if it means she has
to give the performance of her life.
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Paperbacto

ABRAMS, STACEY WHILE JUSTICE SLEEPS ($12.99) Avery Keene, a brilliant
young law clerk for the legendary Justice Howard Wynn, is doing her best to hold her
life together—excelling in an arduous job with the court while also dealing with a trou-
bled family. When the shocking news breaks that Justice Wynn—the cantankerous
swing vote on many current high-profile cases—has slipped into a coma, Avery’s life
turns upside down. She is immediately notified that Justice Wynn has left instructions
for her to serve as his legal guardian and power of attorney. Plunged into an explosive
role she never anticipated, Avery finds that Justice Wynn had been secretly researching
one of the most controversial cases before the court—a proposed merger between an
American biotech company and an Indian genetics firm, which promises to unleash
breathtaking results in the medical field. She also discovers that Wynn suspected a dan-
gerously related conspiracy that infiltrates the highest power corridors of Washington.
As political wrangling ensues in Washington to potentially replace the ailing judge
whose life and survival Avery controls, she begins to unravel a carefully constructed,
chess like sequence of clues left behind by Wynn. She comes to see that Wynn had a
much more personal stake in the controversial case and realizes his complex puzzle will
lead her directly into harm’s way in order to find the truth. This is a good read!, says
Marian.

ALLEN, HANIA dania gorska MURDER STONES (#4) ($24.99) Polish-born DS
Dania Gorska is called upon to investigate a seemingly straightforward case of an RTA
- a car has crashed into a tree, having first hit a deer on an icy road. But a witness has
come forward to say he saw someone fleeing the scene and then the autopsy reveals vi-
cious marks on the head of the dead man. Suddenly Dania is looking at murder. The
dead man, Eddie Sangster, has had an intriguing past—the youngest of three brothers,
he inherited the family estate after the oldest committed suicide and the other simply
disappeared. But decades on it would seem someone is out for vengeance as murder
stones—carved headstones attesting to the brutal murders of both brothers—start to ap-
pear on the grounds of the estate. Clearly the key to the puzzle of the murder stones lies
at Sangster Hall, where a calamitous incident in the past is now shaping the present, and
it is up to Dania to discover the murderous secret of the Sangster family.

ALLEN, MERI ice cream MINT CHOCOLATE MURDER (#2) ($12.99) When Ud-
derly Delightful Ice Cream shop manager Riley Rhodes is summoned to Penniman’s
Moy Mull Castle, it’s the cherry on top of a successful summer season. The gothic pile
built by an eccentric New England Gilded Age millionaire has been transformed into a
premiere arts colony by Maud Monaco, a reclusive former supermodel. As part of Moy
Mull’s Fall Arts Festival, Maud is throwing a fantasy ice cream social and hires Riley
to whip up unique treats to celebrate the opening of an exhibit by Adam Blasco, a pho-
tographer as obnoxious as he is talented. As Penniman fills up with Maud’s art-world
friends arriving for the festival, gossip swirls around Blasco, who has a dark history of
obsession with his models. Riley’s curiosity and instincts for sleuthing—she was a CIA
librarian—are piqued, and she wonders at the hold the cold-hearted photographer has
over the mistress of Moy Mull. But when Adam is found dead behind the locked door
of Moy Mull’s dungeon, Riley realizes there’s more than one suspect who’d wanted to
put the malicious photographer on ice.

ARCHER, JEFFREY warwick OVER MY DEAD BODY (#4) ($12.99) In London,
the Metropolitan Police set up a new Unsolved Murders Unit—a cold case squad—to
catch the criminals nobody else can. In Geneva, millionaire art collector Miles Faulk-
ner—convicted of forgery and theft—was pronounced dead two months ago. So why is
his unscrupulous lawyer still representing a dead client? On a luxury liner en route to
New York, the battle for power within a wealthy dynasty is about to turn to murder.
And at the heart of all three investigations are Detective Chief Inspector William War-
wick, rising star of the department, and ex-undercover agent Ross Hogan, brought in
from the cold. But can they catch the killers before it’s too late?

ARMSTRONG, K L LIFE SHE HAD ($22.95) A stranger is trespassing in Celeste
Turner's backyard, moving through the shadows around her shed. It could be a harmless
backpacker seeking temporary refuge, but experience has taught Celeste to be extra
wary. Not wishing to draw unwanted attention, she cannot turn to the police. Celeste is
an outsider to this region of rural Florida, and all the locals see is a "city girl" who
swooped in to secure her inheritance. But Celeste needs her new life to work, so she
must confront her intruder. To her surprise, she finds out that her unwanted guest is a
young backpacker named Daisy. She is polite and friendly, just taking advantage of
some shelter as she makes her way through the area. Swiftly, they begin an unlikely and
beneficial friendship—Celeste can't help herself, and besides, Daisy will be moving on
soon. Why not take advantage of the extra help? Both women have secrets they want to
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keep buried, and when a body is discovered near Celeste's house, they must move
quickly to prove their innocence and protect the lives they've built for themselves.
ASHLEY, JENNIFER below SECRET OF BOW LANE (#6) ($23) A stranger who
appears on Kat's doorstep turns out to be one Charlotte Bristow, legal wife of Joe Bris-
tow, the man Kat once believed herself married to—who she thought died at sea twelve
years ago. Kat is jolted by Charlotte’s claims that not only was Joe murdered, but he
had amassed a small fortune before he died. Charlotte makes the cook an offer she can-
not refuse—if Kat can discover the identity of Joe's murderer, Charlotte will give her a
share of the fortune Joe left behind. With the help of Daniel McAdam, her attractive
and charismatic confidante, Kat plunges into her own past to investigate. When it be-
comes apparent that the case of Joe’s death goes far deeper than simple, opportunistic
theft, Kat and Daniel's relationship is put to the test, and Kat herself comes under scruti-
ny as her connection to Joe is uncovered. She must race to catch the real killer before
she loses her job and possibly her life.

BENJAMIN, TOM leicester REQUIEM IN LA ROSSA (#3) ($17.99) Only in Bolo-
gna reads the headline in the Carlino after a professor of music is apparently murdered
leaving the opera. But what looks like an open-and-shut case begins to fall apart when
English detective Daniel Leicester is tasked with getting the accused man off, and a
trail that begins among Bologna's close-knit classical music community leads him to
suspect there may be a serial killer at large in the oldest university in the world. And as
Bologna trembles with aftershocks following a recent earthquake, the city begins to
give up her secrets...

BENN, JAMES R billy boyle ROAD OF BONES (#16) ($22.95) It’s September 1944,
and the US is poised to launch Operation Frantic, a shuttle-bombing mission to be con-
ducted by American aircraft based in Great Britain, southern Italy, and three Soviet air-
fields in the Ukraine. Tensions are already high between the American and Russian al-
lies when two intelligence agents—one Soviet, one American—are found dead at Polta-
va, one of the Ukrainian bases. Billy is brought in to investigate, and this time he's
paired, at the insistence of the Soviets, with a KGB agent who has his own political and
personal agenda. In the course of an investigation that quickly spirals out of control,
Billy is aided by the Night Witches, a daring regiment of young Soviet women flying at
night at very low altitudes, bombing hundreds of German installations. It’s a turning
point in the war, and allied efforts hang by a thread. Unless Billy and his KGB partner
can solve the murders in an atmosphere of mutual distrust, Operation Frantic is
doomed.

BOKUR, DEBRA FIRE THIEF ($11.99) Under a promising morning sky, police cap-
tain Walter Alaka’i discovers the body of a teenage surfer bobbing among the lava
rocks of Maui’s southeastern shore. Closer inspection reveals something far more sinis-
ter than the results of a savage wave gone wrong. Now that Alaka’i is looking at a hom-
icide, he solicits the help of his niece, Detective Kali Mahoe. Kali sees evidence of a
strange ritual murder, a suspicion reinforced by a rash of sightings of a noppera-bo—a
faceless and malicious spirit many believe to be more than superstition. When a grisly
sacrifice is left on the doorstep of a local, and another body washes ashore, Kali fears
that the deadly secret ceremonies on Maui are just beginning. As the skies above Maui
grow darker, and as she balances reason and superstition, Kali can only wonder: Who’ll
be the next to die? And who—or what—is she even on the trail of?

BOX, C J pickett SHADOWS REEL (#22) ($23) A day before the three Pickett girls
come home for Thanksgiving, Marybeth Pickett finds an unmarked package at the front
door of the library where she works. When she opens the package she finds a photo al-
bum that belonged to an infamous Nazi official. Who left it there? And why did they
leave it with her? She learns that during World War II several Wyoming soldiers were
in the group that fought to Hitler’s Eagles Nest retreat in the Alps—and one of them
took Hitler’s personal photo album. Did another take this one and keep it all these
years? When she finds the name of a deceased local man who was likely in the unit, Joe
visits the man’s son—only to find him brutally tortured and murdered. Someone is after
the photo album—but why? And when a close neighbor is murdered, Joe and Marybeth
face a new question: How will they figure out the book’s mystery before someone hurts
them...or their girls?

BRIDGE, KATHLEEN by the sea DEATH BY THE SEA (#1) ($25.50) On the barri-
er island of Melbourne Beach, Florida, The Indialantic by the Sea hotel has a hundred-
year-old history—and more than a few guests seem to have been there from the start.
When Liz Holt returns home after a decade in New York, she’s happy to be surrounded
by the eccentric clientele and loving relatives at her family-run inn. And she’s grateful
that business is staying afloat thanks to a few wealthy patrons. But that patronage de-
creases by one when a filthy rich guest is discovered dead in her oceanfront suite. Po-
lice suspect a simple jewel theft gone wrong, but Liz wonders if the prosperous guest
was marked for murder. One thing is sure: there’s a killer at the Indialantic, and if Liz
lets gets distracted—by her troubled past or the handsome man tempting her to dredge
it back up—her next reservation could be at the cemetery.
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BRIDGE, KATHLEEN by the sea KILLING BY THE SEA (#2) ($25.50) Trading
the urban sprawl of Manhattan for the tranquility and exotic beauty of a Florida barrier
island was the best decision author Liz Holt ever made. What could be more ideal for
relaxing, regrouping, and getting a writer’s creative juices flowing than observing life at
the unconventional hotel that has been in Liz’s family for generations? But it’s death
that grips the island when a body sweeps in on the tide...the victim was a member of a
fishing crew lost at sea who may or may not have drowned. Despite the corpse in their
crosshairs, the staff of the Indialantic by the Sea Hotel and Emporium continues its
plans for its first annual Pirates’ Weekend. But things go further awry when both a hur-
ricane and a killer leave a trail of destruction. Liz and her new boyfriend must figure
out who’s behind the carnage before they also end up in Davy Jones’ locker . . .
BRIDGE, KATHLEEN by the sea MURDER BY THE SEA (#3) ($25.50) It's been
quite a year for novelist Liz Holt. She's overcome a lot and is finally feeling at peace
with her new life at her family's hotel, the Indialantic by the Sea, on the beautiful barri-
er island of Melbourne Beach, Florida. She's exactly where she needs to be to ring in
the New Year at the Florida Writes Literary Masquerade Ball. But when her ex-
boyfriend surprises her at the ball, she can't disguise her anger, and the two engage in a
very public argument. Naturally, after her ex is found dead on the hotel grounds, shot
through the heart, Liz tops the suspect list. With the help of family and friends, she
needs to clear her name before the real killer waltzes away scot-free...

BRIDGE, KATHLEEN by the sea EVIL BY THE SEA (#4) ($25.50) Island life can
get pretty weird. Wiccan weddings, psychic brides, mermaid parades, eccentric parrots .
.. Novelist Liz Holt has gotten used to it since moving back to the barrier island of
Melbourne Beach, Florida, and once again working in her family's hotel and emporium,
the Indialantic by the Sea. But one thing she'll never get used to is murder. Groom-to-be
and leader of the Sunshine Wiccan Society, white warlock Julian Rhodes is poisoned at
his rehearsal dinner on the hotel's sightseeing cruiser. His psychic bride, Dorian Star-
wood, never saw it coming. An old friend of Liz's great-aunt Amelia, the celebrity psy-
chic engages Liz to find out who intended to kill her intended. With her Macaw, Barna-
cle Bob, squawking "Pop Goes the Weasel" at Dorian's pet ferret, and the streets teem-
ing with mermaids in tails, Liz has got to wade through the weirdness and cast a wide
net for the killer—before she's the next one to sleep with the fishes...

BRIDGE, KATHLEEN by the sea BURIED BY THE SEA (#5) ($25.50) A team of
archaeologists is staying at Indialantic by the Sea to study the days of the Spanish ex-
plorers, and they’ve stumbled upon a stunning and valuable find at the dig site, but be-
fore they can unearth it one of the archeologists finds himself buried in the sand and
pierced with diving spear tipped with poison. The local sheriff’s department accuses the
owner of the neighboring property, Liz’s elderly reclusive friend and naturalist, Bird-
man, of the crime. Liz is sure—well, pretty sure—he is innocent and sets her sights on
the remaining four archeologists. With the help of her PI boyfriend and an octogenarian
hotel resident, and two mischievous pet parrots, Liz must dig into the mystery of who
buried the scientist and absconded with the artifacts he’d promised would put him in
Florida history books—before she becomes history herself . . .

BROWN, RITA MAE sneakypie CLAWS FOR ALARM (#30) ($23) Pharamond
“Fair” Haristeen is known throughout Crozet, Virginia, as a good horse vet and a better
man. So when Benjamin Wagner, a new vet in town, is found dead in his unopened
clinic, local police turn to Fair for help getting to the bottom of things. Fair quickly re-
alizes Ben’s clinic has been robbed of ketamine, used by doctors as a horse tranquilizer
but also a popular recreational drug. Then Fair’s own ketamine goes missing from the
back of his truck. Was Ben killed for his supply? Or was he mixed up in something big-
ger?

BRYNDZA, ROBERT SHADOW SANDS ($23.95) Criminology academic Kate Mar-
shall is on a scuba jaunt with her son when they dive toward a shocking discovery: the
body of a teenage boy entangled below the surface of the Shadow Sands reservoir. The
detective chief inspector’s too-quick narrative of a tragic drowning doesn’t add up, and
when Kate follows the evidence, it leads to a darker discovery. The victim is only the
latest in a series of mysterious deaths and disappearances linked to the moorlands—and
a mythic phantom said to hide in the rolling fog. When a researcher of urban legends
vanishes without a trace, Kate and her associate Tristan Harper must act fast and look
deep if they hope to find her alive. But the elusive serial killer they’re hunting isn’t the
only one a step ahead of Kate and Tristan. Someone else is making dead certain that the
secrets of Shadow Sands stay buried.

BURDETTE, LUCY SCONE OF CONTENTION (#11) ($22.99) Key Zest food critic
Hayley Snow and her groom, police detective Nathan Bransford, chose Scotland for
their long-delayed honeymoon, hoping to sightsee and enjoy some prize-winning
scones. But their romantic duo swells to a crowd when they're joined by Nathan's fami-
ly as well as octogenarian Miss Gloria. Nathan's sister Vera takes the women on a
whirlwind tour of some of Scotland's iconic mystic places as research for a looming
book project. But the trip takes a deadly tartan turn when a dinner party guest falls ill
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and claims she was poisoned. And then the group watches in horror as a mysterious
tourist tumbles to his death from the famous Falkirk Wheel, high above the Forth &
Clyde canal. Vera and her friends deny knowing the dead man, but after observing their
reactions to the fall, Hayley is not convinced. With one person dead, a second possibly
poisoned, and the tension among Vera's friends as thick as farmhouse cheese, Hayley
fears her long-awaited honeymoon might end with another murder.

BURKE, JAMES LEE holland ANOTHER KIND OF EDEN (#4) ($23) The Ameri-
can West in the early 1960s appears to be a pastoral paradise: golden wheat fields, mist-
filled canyons, frolicking animals. Aspiring novelist Aaron Holland Broussard has ob-
served it from the open door of a boxcar, riding the rails for both inspiration and odd
jobs. Jumping off in Denver, he finds work on a farm and meets Joanne McDuffy, an
articulate and fierce college student and gifted painter. Their soul connection is imme-
diate, but their romance is complicated by Joanne’s involvement with a shady professor
who is mixed up with a drug-addled cult. When a sinister businessman and his son who
wield their influence through vicious cruelty set their sights on Aaron, drawing him into
an investigation of grotesque murders, it is clear that this idyllic landscape harbors tre-
mendous power—and evil. Followed by a mysterious shrouded figure who might not be
human, Aaron will have to face down all these foes to save the life of the woman he
loves and his own.

CAHOON, LYNN farm to fork FATAL FAMILY FEAST (#6) ($25.50) When Angi-
e’s best friend and business partner, Felicia Williams, picks the County Seat to host her
upcoming nuptials, Angie wants it to feel like a family affair--especially since Felicia is
set to marry the farm-to-fork restaurant’s talented sous chef, Estebe Blackstone. Unfor-
tunately, the bride’s actual family is far less enthusiastic about the union. They’re pull-
ing out all the stops to cancel the couple’s wedding, even arranging for a surprise visit
from Felicia’s ex-fiancé (and her father’s current lackey). But when her ex is killed
days before the ceremony and Estebe is framed for the crime, Angie and the County
Seat crew must scramble to solve the murder and save the wedding . . .

CAHOON, LYNN farm to fork KILLER COMFORT FOOD (#5) ($25.50) Angie
Turner’s Idaho restaurant, the County Seat, is known and loved for its fresh food. For
Angie, it’s also meant a fresh start. But when big agriculture comes to town—along
with whispers of foul play—Angie could lose more than the farm . . .

A soybean processing plant is trying to buy up the land around the small farm Angie’s
beloved Nona left her. If Angie doesn't sell, she'll be surrounded by the plant and the
congestion that comes with it. On the other hand, it’s Nona’s farmhouse. What is Angie
supposed to do without it? Move into a condo in town with Precious, Mabel, and
Dom—respectively, a goat, chicken, and dog. Worse, a troubling rumor is circulating
about the lawyer who’s heading up the development: His socialite wife seems to be
missing. When Barb, owner of the local bar, asks Angie to look into the woman's disap-
pearance, she’s hesitant—until Barb reveals her surprising connection. Now it’s up to
Angie to find the woman, uncover a shady plot, and hang onto her home—before she
becomes a criminal’s final course . . .

CAHOON, LYNN farm to fork ONE POTATO TWO POTATO DEAD (#3) ($25.50)
Angie first meets Daniel Monet at a local mission, where she and her chef-in-training,
Hope, are serving barbeque chicken poutine to the homeless. Monet is one of Hope’s
teachers—but Angie’s boyfriend thinks he knows him from his youthful days in Eng-
land. But soon, the bon vivant is no longer vivant. When Monet is found dead, with
Hope’s prints on the wine glass next to him, it will be Angie who has to sauce out the
real killer...

CAHOON, LYNN tourist MEMORIES AND MURDER (#10) ($25.50) It’s October
in South Cove, California, and the locals in the quaint resort seem to be happily pairing
off in the lull before the holidays. Everyone, that is, except for Jill Gardner’s elderly
aunt, who just dumped her besotted fiancé—and she won’t say why. When Jill hosts a
talk at Coffee, Books, and More on the topic of elder abuse, all that’s really on her mind
is lunch. But the topic hits close to home when she discovers Aunt Jackie has been get-
ting mysterious calls. Jill’s certain the caller is a con artist, of course, but her feisty aunt
claims to understand this, though she’s still shaken—and Harrold’s still heartbroken.
Who’s behind the scam and why was her aunt targeted? When a volunteer from the
Senior Project is found murdered, Jill’s detective boyfriend is on the case—and it soon
becomes clear no one is safe when a caller from beyond becomes a killer in their midst.
CAHOON, LYNN tourist MURDER IN WAITING (#11) ($25.50) In the latest Tour-
ist Trap mystery from New York Times and USA Today bestselling author, Lynn Ca-
hoon, bookshop café owner Jill Gardner contends with a best friend-turned-bridezilla
while trying to solve a local historian’s untimely date with death . . . At Coffee, Books,
& More, Jill’s the boss. But as Amy’s maid-of-honor, she can barely keep up with
marching orders--and now she’s in charge of organizing an epic bachelorette! Adding
to Jill’s party-planning panic, the South Cove Heritage Society just unceremoniously
dumped her historic landmark bid. While vying proposals rush in from a loaded land
developer and a pushy travel guide company, Jill finds an unexpected ally in Heritage
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Society expert, Frank Gleason. But their happy union is cut short when Frank is mowed
down in a suspicious hit-and-run. With Amy’s big day on the horizon, Jill vows to
catch the killer before she has to catch a bouquet.

CAHOON, LYNN tourist PICTURE PERFECT FRAME (#12) ($25.50) As the owner
of Coffee, Books, and More, Jill Gardner likes to support other Main Street businesses,
so she attends a paint-and-sip event where, sadly, her brushstrokes look more like
blobs. It’s still a fun night of DIY crafts and full glasses of wine though—except for a
disruption by a couple doing more sipping than painting. Jill’s police-detective boy-
friend is on alert, but when a designated driver volunteers to take the drunken pair back
to their bed and breakfast, everything seems resolved. Until the wife’s body turns up the
next morning back in the studio. The victim, Nan, is from out of town, so it’s hard to
imagine who’d have a motive aside from her spouse. Now, in between puzzling over
her fortune teller neighbor’s strange behavior, preparing for her best friend’s wedding,
and pouring cups of java at the bookstore, Jill must uncover the secrets of Nan’s life
and find out who wanted her out of the picture . . .

CAIN, JAMES M POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE ($22) Featuring an intro-
duction by James Ellroy. When Frank, an amoral young drifter, gets thrown off a hay
truck in the California desert, he ends up at a diner run by Cora and her inconvenient
husband, Nick. This chance meeting puts them all on a sure path to perdition. First pub-
lished in 1934 and banned in Boston for its explosive mixture of violence and eroti-
cism, this is a classic of the roman noir. It established the author as a major novelist
with an unsparing vision of America's bleak underside and was acknowledged by Al-
bert Camus as the model for The Stranger. Published 1934.

CASTILLO, LINDA amish HIDDEN ONE (#14) ($23.99) Over a decade ago, be-
loved Amish bishop Ananias Stoltzfus disappeared without a trace. When skeletal re-
mains showing evidence of foul play are unearthed, his disappearance becomes even
more sinister. The town’s elders arrive in Painters Mill to ask chief of police Kate
Burkholder for help, but she quickly realizes she has a personal connection to the crime.
The handsome Amish man who stands accused of the murder, Jonas Bowman, was
Kate’s first love. Forced to confront a painful episode from her past, Kate travels to
Pennsylvania’s Kishacoquillas Valley, where the Amish culture differs dramatically
from the traditions she knows. Though Bishop Stoltzfus was highly respected, she soon
hears about a dark side to this complex man. What was he hiding that resulted in his
own brutal death?

CHANDLER, RAYMOND marlowe BIG SLEEP (#1) ($22) Featuring an introduc-
tion by James Ellroy. A dying millionaire hires private eye Philip Marlowe to handle
the blackmailer of one of his two troublesome daughters, and Marlowe finds himself in-
volved with more than extortion. Kidnapping, pornography, seduction, and murder are
just a few of the complications he gets caught up in. Published 1939.

CHIZMAR, RICHARD CHASING THE BOOGEYMAN ($24.99) In the summer of
1988, the mutilated bodies of several missing girls begin to turn up in a small Maryland
town. The grisly evidence leads police to the terrifying assumption that a serial killer is
on the loose in the quiet suburb. But soon a rumor begins to spread that the evil stalking
local teens is not entirely human. Law enforcement, as well as members of the FBI, are
certain that the killer is a living, breathing madman—and he’s playing games with
them. For a once peaceful community trapped in the depths of paranoia and suspicion,
it feels like a nightmare that will never end. The author, a recent college graduate re-
turns to his hometown just as a curfew is enacted and a neighborhood watch is formed.
Amid preparing for his wedding and embarking on a writing career, he soon finds him-
self thrust into a real-life horror story. Inspired by the terrifying events, this is a person-
al account of the serial killer’s reign of terror, unaware that these events will continue to
haunt him for years to come.

CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple THEY DO IT WITH MIRRORS (#6) ($19.99) Miss
Marple senses danger when she visits a friend living in Stoneygates, a rehabilitation
center for delinquents. Her fears are confirmed when someone shoots at the administra-
tor. Although he is not injured, a mysterious visitor is less fortunate—shot dead simul-
taneously in another part of the building. Pure coincidence? Miss Marple thinks not and
must use all her cunning to solve the riddle of the stranger’s visit ... and his murder.
CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple POCKET FULL OF RYE (#7) ($19.99) Rex For-
tescue, king of a financial empire, was sipping tea in his “counting house” when he suf-
fered an agonizing and sudden death. On later inspection, the pockets of the deceased
were found to contain traces of cereals. Yet, it was the incident in the parlor which con-
firmed Miss Marple’s suspicion that here she was looking at a case of crime by rhyme .

CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple AT BERTRAM’S HOTEL ($19.99) When Miss
Marple comes up from the country for a holiday in London, she finds what she’s look-
ing for at Bertram’s Hotel: traditional decor, impeccable service, and an unmistakable
atmosphere of danger behind the highly polished veneer. Yet not even Miss Marple can
foresee the violent chain of events set in motion when an eccentric guest makes his way
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to the airport on the wrong day....

CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple NEMESIS ($19.99) In utter disbelief, Miss Marple
read the letter addressed to her from the recently deceased Mr. Rafiel—an acquaintance
she had met briefly on her travels. He had left instructions for her to investigate a crime
after his death. The only problem was, he had failed to tell her who was involved or
where and when the crime had been committed. It was most intriguing. Soon she is
faced with a new crime—the ultimate crime—murder. It seems someone is adamant
that past evils remained buried...

CLEVELAND, KAREN YOU CAN RUN ($23) We have your son. It’s the call that’s
every parent’s nightmare. And for CIA analyst Jill Bailey, it’s the call that changes eve-
rything. It’s Jill’s job to vet new CIA sources. Like Falcon, who’s been on the recruit-
ment fast track. But before she can get to work, Jill gets the call. Her son has been tak-
en. And to get him back, Jill does something she thought she’d never do. Alex Charles,
a hard-hitting journalist, begins to investigate an anonymous tip: an explosive claim
about the CIA’s hottest new source. This is the story that Alex has been waiting for.
The tip—and a fierce determination to find the truth—Ileads Alex to Jill, who would ra-
ther remain hidden. As the two begin to work together, they uncover a vast conspiracy
that will force them to confront their loyalties to family and country. “I’ve just started
reading this, and I can’t put it down,” says Marian.

CLINTON, BILL and JAMES PATTERSON PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER
($22.99) Matthew Keating, a one-time Navy SEAL—and a past president—has always
defended his family as staunchly as he has his country. Now those defenses are under
attack. A madman abducts Keating's teenage daughter, Melanie—turning every parent's
deepest fear into a matter of national security. As the world watches in real time, Keat-
ing embarks on a one-man special-ops mission that tests his strengths: as a leader, a
warrior, and a father.

CONTE, CATE cat cafe GONE BUT NOT FURGOTTEN (#6) ($12.99) Maddie
James has big plans for the summer season at JJ's House of Purrs. But when her friend,
master meditator and Tai Chi teacher Cass Hendricks, brings a potential animal hoard-
ing situation to her attention, Maddie has to refocus her attention on the furry felines
who may need a helping paw. Cass has brought his Zen teachings to Fisherman's
Cove—a tiny, working class town on Daybreak Island—and one of his students, Laurel,
has been on the receiving end more than one hissy fit from her neighbors, mostly be-
cause of her cats. When Maddie and Cass go to Laurel's to check out the situation, not
only do they find a plethora of cats in need, but also a dead body. Laurel appears to
have had an unfortunate accident falling down her stairs, but Maddie gets a sneaking
suspicion that something more sinister might be behind her death. When she voices her
concerns, she's horrified that it's Cass who falls under suspicion.

CRAIG, JAMES carlyle CIRCUS GAMES (#15) ($17.99) Commander John Carlyle
has enough on his plate with a dead film producer and a runaway actor, not to mention
the alcoholic boss who's accused him of harassment. The last thing he needs is a head-
less corpse in the cells of a recently closed police station. Does the killing have some-
thing to do with the station's dark past? It seems more than coincidence but Carlyle has
to identify the victim before he can solve the murder...

CRAIG, JAMES carlyle TASTE OF BLOOD (#16) ($17.99) A badly beaten woman
walks into A&E and is promptly arrested by the Home Office on suspicion of being an
illegal alien. However, she is neither illegal, nor a victim. After she escapes detention,
the bodies of her attackers start to pile up. Commander Carlyle faces a race against time
to find out who she really is—and to stop her from killing again.

DARD, FREDERIC BIRD IN A CAGE ($12.95) Trouble is the last thing Albert
needs. Traveling back to his childhood home on Christmas Eve to mourn his mother’s
death, he finds the loneliness and nostalgia of his Parisian quartier unbearable. Until,
that evening, he encounters a beautiful, seemingly innocent woman at a brasserie, and
his spirits are lifted. Still, something about the woman disturbs him. Where is the father
of her child? And what are those two red stains on her sleeve? When she invites him
back to her apartment, Albert thinks he’s in luck. But a monstrous scene awaits them,
and he finds himself lured into the darkness against his better judgment.

DE GRAMONT, NINA CHRISTIE AFFAIR ($24.99) In 1925, Miss Nan O’Dea infil-
trated the wealthy, rarefied world of author Agatha Christie and her husband, Archie. In
every way, she became a part of their life—first, both Christies. Then, just Archie.
Soon, Nan became Archie’s mistress, luring him away from his devoted wife, desperate
to marry him. Nan’s plot didn’t begin the day she met Archie and Agatha. It began dec-
ades before, in Ireland, when Nan was a young girl. She and the man she loved were a
star-crossed couple who were destined to be together—until the Great War, a pandemic,
and shameful secrets tore them apart. Then acts of unspeakable cruelty kept them sepa-
rated. What drives someone to murder? What will someone do in the name of love?

DE GREGORIO, CONCITA MISSING WORD ($22.95) Irina’s life with her hus-
band and her twin daughters is orderly. An Italian living in Switzerland, she works as a
lawyer. One day, something breaks. The marriage ends without apparent trauma, but on
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a weekend seemingly like any other, the girls’ father takes Alessia and Livia away with
him. They disappear. A few days later the man takes his own life. Of the girls, there is
no trace. The author takes the unadorned, terrible facts of this true story and embodies
the protagonist’s voice. In a narrative that is fast and urgent, she unravels these traumat-
ic events to tell the story of a mother bereft of her children—a state for which there is
no word.

DICKSON CARR, JOHN TILL DEATH DO US PART ($22.50) "Who can I trust?"
Love-sick Dick Markham is reeling. He's set to marry Lesley Grant—a woman whom
he learns is not who she appears to be. She seems to have been associated with three
poisonings, all of which were in locked rooms. Another crime has been committed and
we will watch the great Dr. Fell investigate through Markham's watchful eyes. That
night the enigmatic fortune teller—and chief accuser—is found dead in an impossible
locked-room setup, casting suspicion onto Grant and striking doubt into the heart of her
lover. Lured by the scent of the impossible case, Dr. Gideon Fell arrives from London
to examine the perplexing evidence and match wits with a meticulous killer at large.
Published 1944.

DOUGLAS, CLAIRE COUPLE AT NUMBER 9 ($21) When pregnant Saffron Cutler
moves into 9 Skelton Place with boyfriend Tom and sets about renovations, the last
thing she expects is builders uncovering human remains. The remains of two bodies, in
fact. Forensics indicate the bodies have been buried at least thirty years. Saffy has noth-
ing to worry about—until the police launch a murder inquiry and ask to speak to the
cottage’s former owner. Her grandmother, Rose. Rose is in a nursing home and Alzhei-
mer’s means her memory is increasingly confused. She can’t help the police, but its’
clear she remembers something. As Rose’s fragmented memories resurface, and the po-
lice dig ever deeper, Saffy fears she and the cottage are being watched. What happened
thirty years ago? Why did no one miss the victims? What part did her grandmother
play? And is Saffy now in danger?

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock THE BERYL CORONET ($10.50) Mr. Hold-
er’s life is turned on its head when a piece of the priceless crown he’s been asked to
guard goes missing. The police have no clues and only one suspect: Mr. Holder’s own
son. Everyone’s hopes lie with Sherlock Holmes. But can the genius detective find the
missing treasure before time runs out? For Ages 7-11.

ELLROY, JAMES WIDESPREAD PANIC ($23) Freddy Otash was the man in the
know and the man to know in ‘50s L.A. He was a rogue cop, a sleazoid private eye, a
shakedown artist, a pimp—and, most notably, the head strong-arm goon for Confiden-
tial magazine. Confidential presaged the idiot internet—and delivered the dirt, the dish,
the insidious ink, and the scurrilous skank. It mauled misanthropic movie stars, sex-
soiled socialites, and putzo politicians. Mattress Jack Kennedy, James Dean, Montgom-
ery Clift, Burt Lancaster, Liz Taylor, Rock Hudson—Frantic Freddy outed them all. He
was the Tattle Tyrant who held Hollywood hostage, and now he’s here to CONFESS.
ENGBERG, KATRINE BUTTERFLY HOUSE ($22.99) A paperboy on his route in
central Copenhagen stumbles upon a macabre find: the naked body of a dead woman,
lying in a fountain with arms marked with small incisions. Cause of death? Exsanguina-
tion—the draining of all the blood in her body. Copenhagen investigator Jeppe Keorner,
recovering from a painful divorce and in the throes of a new relationship, takes on the
case. His partner, Anette Werner, now on maternity leave after an unexpected pregnan-
cy, is restless at home with a demanding newborn and an equally demanding husband.
While Jeppe pounds the streets looking for answers, Anette decides to do a little free-
lance sleuthing. But operating on her own exposes her to dangers she can’t even begin
to fathom.

ESTLEMAN, LOREN D BLACK AND WHITE BALL ($26.99) PI Amos Walker
and hit man Peter Macklin, together in one story for the first time! Detroit hit man Pe-
ter Macklin forces private eye Amos Walker to furnish protection for Laurie, Macklin's
estranged wife, while Macklin tracks down the party who has threatened to kill her. The
man Walker’s client suspects cannot be ignored; as his own grown son, Roger Macklin
has inherited all the instincts, and acquired all the training, necessary to carry out his
threat. Told partly by Walker in first-person and partly by Macklin in third...
ESTLEMAN, LOREN D walker WHEN OLD MIDNIGHT COMES ALONG (#28)
($29.95) Amos Walker is hired by one Francis X. Lawes, a private-sector mover and
shaker in Detroit politics, to prove that his wife, Paula, who disappeared under sinister
circumstances shortly more than six years ago, is dead, so he can remarry without hav-
ing to wait for the seven-year-declaration-of-death rule to kick in. Walker’s investiga-
tion is complicated by two facts: the police still consider Lawes the prime suspect, and
the first-responding officer in that old case was killed in the line of duty shortly after-
wards and his notebook has never been found. The question for Walker is, if Lawes is
guilty, why would he put himself in jeopardy of arrest and prosecution by giving the fo-
rensics team a body to work on?

EVANOVICH, JANET plum GAME ON: TEMPTING TWENTY-EIGHT (#28)
($24.99) When Stephanie Plum is woken up in the middle of the night by the sound of
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footsteps in her apartment, she wishes she didn’t keep her gun in the cookie jar in her
kitchen. And when she finds out the intruder is fellow apprehension agent Diesel, six
feet of hard muscle and bad attitude who she hasn’t seen in more than two years, she
still thinks the gun might come in handy. Turns out Diesel and Stephanie are on the trail
of the same fugitive: Oswald Wednesday, an international computer hacker as brilliant
as he is ruthless...

FESPERMAN, DAN COVER WIFE ($23) When CIA agent Claire Saylor is told that
she’ll be going undercover in Hamburg to pose as the wife of an academic who has
published a controversial interpretation of the Quran’s promise to martyrs, she assumes
the job is a punishment for past unorthodox behavior. But when she discovers her team
leader is Paul Bridger, another Agency maverick, she realizes there may be more to this
mission than meets the eye—and not just for professional reasons. Meanwhile, across
town in Hamburg, Mahmoud, a recent Moroccan émigré, begins to fall under the sway
of a group of radicals at his local mosque. The deeper he’s drawn into the group, the
greater the danger he faces, and he is soon torn between his obligations to them and his
feelings toward a beautiful Westernized Muslim woman. As Claire learns the truth
about her mission, and Mahmoud grows closer to the radicals, the danger between them
builds and spells disaster far beyond the CIA.

FIELDEN, TP STEALING THE CROWN (#1) ($25) London, 1941: Major Edgar
Brampton is found shot dead in his office in Buckingham Palace. All signs point to-
wards a self-inflicted tragedy, but when Palace authorities hurry his body away and or-
der staff to stay silent, fellow courtier Guy Harford’s suspicions are raised. While the
outside world faces the onslaught of war, within the Palace walls a curious mystery un-
folds. Rumours swirl about Brampton’s relationship with the Queen, and there’s talk of
other plots involving those closest to the King...Someone has their eye on the crown,
and they’ll do anything to get it. Can Guy solve the case before more blood is spilled on
the royal carpets? Or will he be the next victim?

FLANAGAN, ERIN BLACKOUT ($23.99) Seven hard-won months into her sobriety,
sociology professor Maris Heilman has her first blackout. She chalks it up to exhaus-
tion, though she fears that her husband and daughter will suspect she’s drinking again.
Whatever their cause, the glitches start becoming more frequent. Sometimes minutes,
sometimes longer, but always leaving Maris with the same disorienting question:
Where have I been? Then another blackout lands Maris in the ER, where she makes an
alarming discovery. A network of women is battling the same inexplicable malady. Is it
a bizarre coincidence or something more sinister? What do all the women have in com-
mon besides missing time? Or is it who they have in common? In a desperate search for
answers, Maris has no idea what’s coming next—just the escalating paranoia that her
memories may be beyond her control, and that everything she knows could disappear in
the blink of an eye.

FOLLETT, KEN NEVER ($27) “Every catastrophe begins with a little problem that
doesn’t get fixed.” So says Pauline Green, president of the United States, in Follett’s
nerve-racking drama of international tension. A shrinking oasis in the Sahara Desert; a
stolen US Army drone; an uninhabited Japanese island; and one country’s secret stash
of deadly chemical poisons: all these play roles in a relentlessly escalating crisis. Strug-
gling to prevent the outbreak of world war are a young woman intelligence officer; a
spy working undercover with jihadists; a brilliant Chinese spymaster; and Pauline her-
self, beleaguered by a populist rival for the next president election.

FRADKIN, BARBARA otoole BLOOD TIES (#4) ($10.95) A novella at 106 pages.
Country handyman Cedric O’Toole finds his life turned upside down when a stranger
named Steve shows up at his farm, claiming to be his brother. Steve believes they have
the same father, and he is on a quest to find him, as Cedric’s unwed mother took the se-
cret of their father’s identity to her grave. Together Steve and Cedric embark on a hunt
for answers. At every turn, people seem to have secrets: the police officer who investi-
gated a suspicious death years ago and who is now the chief near retirement, Cedric’s
aunt Penny, who knows all the gossip in the town but claims to know nothing about the
death and, most alarming of all, Cedric’s own grandparents and uncle, who insist no
good will come of his questions. What are they all hiding? And does Cedric really want
to know the answers

GRANGER, MIMI love is murder MURDER OF A MAIL-ORDER BRIDE (#2)
($11.99) Lizzie Hale thought mail-order brides existed only between the pages of the
historical romances she stocks in her bookstore, Love Under the Covers. But when not
one, but two local men introduce her to their respective new wives, she's forced to
reevaluate that notion. Lizzie is surprised when Al Little, the owner of the local hard-
ware store, asks Lizzie and her aunt Charmaine to help Svetlana, his new bride straight
from Russia, to settle into Tinker's Creek, but they agree. Everything is going swim-
mingly—until a wrench gets thrown into their plans when Svetlana is found drowned in
the creek. With Al's suspicious best friend—who has his own mysterious mail-order
bride—and the secretive matchmaker who put them together, Lizzie's got more suspects
than she knows what to do with. But she'll have to nail down who the killer is fast, be-
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fore someone else winds up dead.

GREANEY, MARK gray man SIERRA SIX (#11) ($23) Before he was the Gray
Man, Court Gentry was Sierra Six, the junior member of a CIA action team. In their
first mission they took out a terrorist leader, at a terrible price. Years have passed. The
Gray Man is on a simple mission when he sees a ghost: the long-dead terrorist, but he's
remarkably energetic for a dead man. A decade of time hasn't changed the Gray Man.
He isn't one to leave a job unfinished or a blood debt unpaid.

GRIFFITHS, ELLY galloway NIGHT HAWKS (#13) ($24.99) Ruth is back as head
of archaeology at the University of North Norfolk when a group of local metal detector-
ists—the so-called Night Hawks—uncovers Bronze Age artifacts on the beach, along-
side a recently deceased body, just washed ashore. Not long after, the same detectorists
uncover a murder-suicide—a scientist and his wife found at their farmhouse, long
thought to be haunted by the Black Shuck, a humongous black dog and a harbinger of
death. The further DCI Nelson probes into both cases, the more intertwined they be-
come, and the closer they circle to David Brown, the new lecturer Ruth has recently
hired, who seems always to turn up wherever Ruth goes

HAMMETT, DASHIELL MALTESE FALCON ($22) Featuring an introduction by
James Ellroy. A treasure worth killing for. Sam Spade, a slightly shopworn private eye
with his own solitary code of ethics. A perfumed grafter named Joel Cairo, a fat man
name Gutman, and Brigid O’Shaughnessy, a beautiful and treacherous woman whose
loyalties shift at the drop of a dime. These are the ingredients of this iconic, influential,
and beloved novel. Published 1930.

HANNAH, DARCI beacon bakery MURDER AT THE BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL
(#3) ($11.99) After a career on Wall Street, Lindsey is making a different kind of dough
in a pretty lakeside village, and the upcoming blueberry festival—including the pie-
eating contest her bakery is hosting—is the highlight of the summer. But soon Beacon
Harbor runs into a patch of trouble. A local real estate agent gets pranked. A parade
float gets pelted with water balloons. It’s all laughed off until the stunts start escalat-
ing—and looking more like sabotage. As the event turns into a debacle complete with
rampaging goats, Lindsey’s sweetheart, a former SEAL, starts investigating. But the
juicy mystery takes a bitter turn when a man—dressed up as a Viking—is found dead in
a boat, and it’s no longer mischief but murder...

HANNAH, MARI daniels HER LAST REQUEST (#8) ($17.99) A victim leaves a
note for the SIO who will investigate her death. This not what DCI Kate Daniels ex-
pects to find concealed at a crime scene. The note contains a last request: 'Find Aaron'.
But is Kate searching for a potential second victim, or a killer? Following the clues,
Kate becomes the obsession of her adversary who will stop at nothing to get what he
wants. Will she find Aaron before he does?

HANSEN, JOSEPH brandstetter MAN EVERYBODY WAS AFRAID OF (#4)
($20) A small-town Chief of Police with reactionary politics and national ambitions,
Ben Orton struck fear in the hearts of anyone who fell out of line in his little fiefdom of
La Caleta. Most recently that has included gay rights activists pushing for the hiring of
a police officer from their community. When big Ben is found in his backyard bludg-
eoned to death by a large terracotta pot, the police arrest the outspoken gay owner of a
local nursery. Orton had a life insurance policy that brings death claims investigator
Dave Brandstetter north to pry. As far as Dave can tell, the cops did almost nothing to
investigate Orton’s death and what evidence they did compile doesn’t seem to add up.
Dave quickly learns that the pool of suspects is much deeper than the police reported.
Ben Orton may have seen himself as a pillar of the community but what many in La
Caleta saw instead was a violent man whose commitment to enforcement didn’t always
also include room for the law. With an ailing father in the hospital and a relationship
headed toward the rocks, a very distracted Brandstetter finds himself making more
wrong moves than right while those on the other side of the thin blue line are making it
painfully obvious his presence is not wanted.

HIGGS, STEVE culinary PORK PIE PANDEMONIUM (#1) ($22.50) When a retired
detective superintendent chooses to take a culinary tour of the British Isles, he hopes to
find tasty treats and delicious bakes...what he finds is a clue to a crime in the ingredi-
ents for his pork pie. His dog, Rex Harrison, an ex-police dog fired for having a bad at-
titude, cannot understand why the humans are struggling to solve the mystery. He can
already smell the answer—it’s right before their noses. He’ll pitch in to help his human
and the shop owner’s teenage daughter as the trio set out to save the shop from closure.
Is the rival pork pie shop across the street to blame? Or is there something far more sin-
ister going on? One thing is for sure, what started out as a bit of fun, is getting deadlier
by the hour, and they’d better work out what the dog knows soon or it could be curtains
for them all.

HIGGS, STEVE culinary BAKEWELL TART BLUDGEONING (#2) ($22.50) On a
culinary tour of the British Isles, retired Detective Superintendent Albert Smith and
snarky former police dog Rex Harrison find something quite unexpected waiting for
them at their B&B... it’s the almost-dead body of their landlady. Refusing to believe in
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coincidence, Albert and Rex set out to discover why her ‘accident’ is the second terrible
event there in two days. Something is stirring in Bakewell and it’s not the ingredients
for a famous tart. In trouble faster than a souffle can fall, the duo must work fast before
anyone else has an accident. But the landlady’s twin sister is hiding a secret, Albert
keeps calling it a tart when it’s a pudding, and their taxi driver, Asim, appears to use a
language all of his own. With Rex’s nose working overtime, you can be sure they’ll
track down the bad guys responsible. Unfortunately, that might be when the real trouble
begins. Baking. It can get a guy killed.

HIGGS, STEVE culinary STILTON SLAUGHTER (#3) ($22.50) When retired cop,
Albert, arrives in Stilton for a festival, he has cheese on his mind, but that’s not what he
gets...arriving the morning after the factory and warehouse have been raided, all the
stilton is gone, and the security guard, Dave, who bravely fought to stop the thieves,
needs someone’s help to save the day. With sidekick Rex Harrison, the failed police
dog, at his side, our aging but sprightly hero will put his ear to the ground and his mind
to work as he unravels the clues to this mystery. Rex and Albert will be tested like nev-
er before in this quiet English town as they catch the first glimpse of a criminal master-
mind at work. Can they find the cheese in time to save the festival? Will Rex be able to
smell the answer with all the stinky cheese around? It’s a race against time to solve this
crime but is there something bigger going on? Can this really just be about some
mouldy cheese?

HOLLAND, SAM ECHO MAN ($24.99) Across England, a string of murders is tak-
ing place. Each different in method, but each horrifying and brutal. Jess Ambrose is
plunged into the investigation when her house is set ablaze. With her husband dead and
the police pointing at her, she runs. Her only hope is disgraced detective Nate Griffin,
who is convinced Jess is innocent. Soon, Jess and Griffin discover the unthinkable; this
murderer is copying the world’s most notorious serial killers. And now, imitation isn’t
enough. The killer dubbed The Echo Man is ready to create his own masterpiece, and it
will be more terrifying than anything that has come before...

HOLLIS, LEE hayley DEATH OF AN ICE CREAM SCOOPER (#15) ($11.99) Food
and cocktails columnist Hayley Powell doesn’t know what to believe when Lydia Par-
tridge, the put-together owner of gourmet Bar Harbor Ice Cream, suddenly reveals fears
that her husband may be having an affair. There’s no other way to explain why Jamie, a
respected professor, was spotted in a remote part of town with a much younger woman.
But instead of learning the truth about the secret meeting, Lydia opens her freezer truck
to find another surprise—the dead body of a summer employee...The shock continues
as photographic evidence proves Jamie was spending time off campus with the victim,
one of his students. Now, Lydia desperately needs Hayley to discover if Jamie really is
a cheater—and, worse, a ruthless killer. With her own complicated family issues to ad-
dress, can Hayley make sense of a popular college girl’s love life and out the true cul-
prit before the case, or another person, goes cold?

HOLLON, CHERYL paint DEATH A SKETCH (#3) ($11.99) In rural Kentucky,
business is booming for Miranda Trent’s unique Appalachian adventure tour company,
Paint & Shine. Her business, combining Appalachian adventure tours with art and a bit
of moonshine, is the perfect place for an outdoor sporting goods company to hold an
employee retreat. It’ll be a challenge, but the money they’re paying will definitely help
with building her new distillery. Miranda has lots of teamwork-fostering activities
planned, from sketching classes to Southern cooking, but the executive running things
prefers a more competitive spirit. In fact, after the workers are split into teams, they’re
told that only the winners will keep their jobs, and tensions begin to spike. Even after a
participant is found dead, the contest continues—while Miranda starts drawing her own
conclusions about the ambitious attendees. Now she just has to find the proof . . .
JANSSON, SUSANNE WINTER WATER ($12.99) Martin, who has always been
drawn to the ocean, moves his wife Alexandra and their two young children move to his
family's idyllic summer cottage in the picturesque island village of Orust, on the west
coast of Sweden. Martin begins to cultivate a mussel farm, where he soon runs into
trouble with the locals. One January weekend, when Martin is distracted by a ringing
phone, he discovers that in those few moments, his young son has gone missing and his
little red bucket is bobbing in the waves. Though his body is never found, it's ruled an
accidental drowning. Martin's grief is all-consuming as he falls into a deep depression,
withdrawing from his family and community. When former police photographer Maya
Linde arrives in Orust, she learns of the little boy's disappearance and decides to do
some investigating of her own and discovers that other children have tragically died in
these waves, all on the same day in January, all in the exact same spot, though decades
apart. Can it really be a coincidence?

JAYATISSA, AMANDA MY SWEET GIRL ($23) Ever since she was adopted from a
Sri Lankan orphanage, Paloma has had the best of everything—schools, money, and
parents so perfect that she fears she'll never live up to them. Now at thirty years old and
recently cut off from her parents’ funds, she decides to sublet the second bedroom of
her overpriced San Francisco apartment to Arun, who recently moved from India. Palo-
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ma has to admit, it feels good helping someone find their way in America—that is until
Arun discovers Paloma's darkest secret, one that could jeopardize her own fragile place
in this country. Before Paloma can pay Arun off, she finds him face down in a pool of
blood. She flees the apartment but by the time the police arrive, there's no body—and
no evidence that Arun ever even existed in the first place. Paloma is terrified this is all
somehow tangled up in the desperate actions she took to escape Sri Lanka so many
years ago. Did Paloma’s secret die with Arun or is she now in greater danger than ever
before?

JEWELL, LISA FAMILY REMAINS (#2) ($24.99) When Rachel Rimmer’s phone
rings in the early morning, she is shocked when she hears her husband’s housekeeper
sobbing on the line. Her husband, Michael, has been found dead in the cellar of his
house in France and all signs point to murder. The French police conclude that Michael
was killed by his gangster associates. They have no idea that the real killer is still out
there: his ex-wife, Lucy. A year later, she and her children are happily living in Lon-
don, unaware that Rachel is on the hunt for her. She may have never met this woman,
but Rachel knows Lucy was the last person to see her husband alive. And there is noth-
ing that is going to stop her from discovering the truth.

JOHNSON, CRAIG walt DAUGHTER OF THE MORNING STAR (#17) ($23)
When Lolo Long's niece Jaya begins receiving death threats, Tribal Police Chief Long
calls on Absaroka County Sheriff Walt Longmire along with Henry Standing Bear as
lethal backup. Jaya "Longshot" Long is the phenom of the Lame Deer Lady Stars High
School basketball team and is following in the steps of her older sister, who disap-
peared a year previously, a victim of the scourge of missing Native Woman in Indian
Country. Lolo hopes that having Longmire involved might draw some public attention
to the girl's plight, but with this maneuver she also inadvertently places the good sheriff
in a one-on-one with the deadliest adversary he has ever faced in both this world and
the next.

JONES, DARYNDA sunshine vicram GOOD DAY FOR CHARDONNAY (#2)
($23.99) Running a small-town police force in the mountains of New Mexico should be
a smooth, carefree kind of job. Sadly, full-time Sheriff—and even fuller-time coffee
guzzler—Sunshine Vicram, didn’t get that memo. All Sunshine really wants is one easy
-going day. You know, the kind that starts with coffee and a donut (or three) and ends
with take-out pizza and a glass of chardonnay (or seven). Turns out, that’s about as easy
as switching to decaf. (What kind of people do that? And who hurt them?) Before she
can say iced mocha latte, Sunny’s got a bar fight gone bad, a teenage daughter hunting
a serial killer and, oh yes, the still unresolved mystery of her own abduction years pri-
or...

KHAN, VASEEM wadis DYING DAY (#2) ($17.99) For over a century, one of the
world's great treasures, a six-hundred-year-old copy of Dante's The Divine Comedy,
has been safely housed at Bombay's Asiatic Society. But when it vanishes, together
with the man charged with its care, British scholar and war hero, John Healy, the case
lands on Inspector Persis Wadia's desk. Uncovering a series of complex riddles written
in verse, Persis—together with English forensic scientist Archie Blackfinch—is soon
on the trail. But then they discover the first body. As the death toll mounts it becomes
evident that someone else is also pursuing this priceless artefact and will stop at nothing
to possess it. Harking back to an era of darkness, this second thriller in the Malabar
House series pits Persis, once again, against her peers, a changing India, and an evil of
limitless intent.

KIRINO, NATSUO OUT ($24) This mesmerizing novel tells the story of a brutal mur-
der in the staid Tokyo suburbs, as a young mother who works the night shift making
boxed lunches strangles her abusive husband and then seeks the help of her coworkers
to dispose of the body and cover up her crime. The coolly intelligent Masako emerges
as the plot’s ringleader but quickly discovers that this killing is merely the beginning, as
it leads to a terrifying foray into the violent underbelly of Japanese society. Published
2003.

LAWSON, MARY TOWN CALLED SOLACE ($21) A family in crisis. Sixteen-year-
old Rose is missing. Angry and rebellious, she had a row with her mother, stormed out
of the house and simply disappeared. Left behind is seven-year-old Clara, Rose’s ador-
ing little sister. Isolated by her parents’ efforts to protect her from the truth, Clara is be-
wildered and distraught. Her sole comfort is Moses, the cat next door, whom she is
looking after for his elderly owner, Mrs. Orchard, who went into hospital weeks ago
and has still not returned. Enter Liam Kane, mid-thirties, newly divorced, newly unem-
ployed, newly arrived in this small northern town, who moves into Mrs. Orchard’s
house—where, in Clara’s view, he emphatically does not belong. Within a matter of
hours, he receives a visit from the police. It seems he is suspected of a crime. At the end
of her life, Elizabeth Orchard is also thinking about a crime, one committed thirty years
previously that had tragic consequences for two families, and in particular for one small
child. She desperately wants to make amends before she dies.

LOVISI, GARY SHERLOCK HOLMES NOTEBOOK: A CORNUCOPIA ($24) The
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author has been collecting Sherlock Holmes arcana for decades, and has written on eve-
ry aspect of the Great Detective and the literary world of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. He
has collected 22 of those articles in this profusely illustrated edition that celebrates the
joys and discovery of collecting.

LYNES, JEANETTE APOTHECARY’S GARDEN ($24.99) Victorian Canada: Tour-
ing circuses, seances, and a world powered by steam engines. But in Belleville, Ontario,
a twenty-eight-year old spinster, Lavender Fitch, barely scrapes by, selling flowers
from her garden at the train station, her position in life greatly diminished after the
death of her father, the local apothecary. Then, one day, a glamorous couple step off the
train. The lady is a famed spirit medium, Allegra Trout, who has arrived for a public
show of her mediumship, accompanied by her handsome but disfigured assistant, Rob-
ert. With her striking beauty and otherworldly charms, Allegra casts a spell over Belle-
ville from the moment she arrives. Lavender is captivated by the medium as well. She’s
been searching for a secret cache of money and hopes Allegra might be able to contact
her dead mother for clues to its hidden location. As the Trouts remain in town, prepar-
ing for their Mystical Extravaganza, Robert and Lavender grow close, much to Alle-
gra’s disapproval. Will Robert and Lavender's relationship blossom or will it be aban-
doned when he leaves for the next town? Will Lavender find her mother's gift or be
forced from her home and beloved garden?

MACDONALD, ROSS archer CHILL ($22) Featuring an introduction by James
Ellroy. A distraught young man hires private investigator Lew Archer to track down his
runaway bride. But no sooner has he found Dolly Kincaid than Archer finds himself en-
tangled in two murders, one twenty years old, the other so recent that the blood is still
wet. What ensues is a detective novel of nerve-racking suspense, desperately believable
characters, and one of the most intricate plots ever spun by an American crime writer.
Published 1964.

MACGILLOWAY/MCGILLOWAY, BRIAN devlin BLOOD TIES (#6) ($17.99)
How can a dead woman avenge herself on her killer twenty years after her murder?
This is the puzzle facing Ben Devlin in his latest case. He is called to the scene of a
murder—a man has been stabbed to death in his rented room and when his identity is
discovered Devlin feels a ghost walk over his grave as he knows the name Brooklyn
Harris well. As a teenager, Harris beat his then-girlfriend Hannah Row to death, and
then spent twelve years in prison for the murder. As Devlin investigates the dead man's
movements since his release it becomes apparent Harris has been grooming teenage
girls online and then arranging to meet them. But his activities have been discovered by
others, notably a vigilante, who goes straight to the top of Devlin's list of suspects... un-
til he uncovers that Harris was killed on the anniversary of Hannah's death—just too
big a coincidence in Devlin's books. So Hannah's family join the ever-growing list of
suspects being interviewed by his team. And then forensics contact Devlin with the
astounding news that blood found on Harris's body is a perfect match to that of Hannah
Row's. Yet how can this be; the girl was murdered many years ago—and Devlin doesn't
believe in ghosts.

MACINTYRE, LINDEN WINTER WIVES ($21) Two old friends, who first met in
university, get together for a weekend of golfing: Allan, a football hero, worldly and fi-
nancially successful, and his quieter friend, nicknamed Byron, lame from a childhood
injury, a smart fellow who became a lawyer but who has never left home, staying put so
he could care for a mother with Alzheimer's. During a long night of drinking, the fault
lines between them start to show. One of the biggest: the two men married sisters,
though Allan was the one who walked down the aisle with Peggy, the sister both of
them loved, and Byron had to settle for Annie. Out on the course the next morning, Al-
lan suffers a stroke. In one traumatic moment, he loses control of his life, his wife and
his business empire, which turns out to have been built on lies and the illegal drug
trade. And Byron has to suddenly confront his own weaknesses and strengths, his tan-
gled relationship with Allan and the Winter sisters—both the one he married and the
one he thought was the love of his life. No one will anticipate the lengths to which By-
ron will go to make sense of his life.

MACNEAL, SUSAN ELIA hope HOLLYWOOD SPY (#10) ($23) Los Angeles,
1943. As the Allies beat back the Nazis in the Mediterranean and the United States mil-
itary slowly closes in on Tokyo, Walt Disney cranks out wartime propaganda and the
Cocoanut Grove is alive with jazz and swing every night. But behind this sunny fagade
lies a darker reality. Up in the lush foothills of Hollywood, a woman floats lifeless in
the pool of one of California’s trendiest hotels. When American-born secret agent and
British spy Maggie Hope learns that this woman was engaged to her former fiancée,
John Sterling, and that he suspects her death was no accident, intuition tells her he’s
right. Leaving London under siege is a lot to ask—but John was once the love of Mag-
gie’s life . . . and she can’t say no.

MARTIN, MADELINE LIBRARIAN SPY ($24.99) Ava thought her job as a librari-
an at the Library of Congress would mean a quiet, routine existence. But an unexpected
offer from the US military has brought her to Lisbon with a new mission: posing as a li-
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brarian while working undercover as a spy gathering intelligence. Meanwhile, in occu-
pied France, Elaine has begun an apprenticeship at a printing press run by members of
the Resistance. It’s a job usually reserved for men, but in the war, those rules have been
forgotten. Yet she knows that the Nazis are searching for the press and its printer in or-
der to silence them. As the battle in Europe rages, Ava and Elaine find themselves con-
necting through coded messages and discovering hope in the face of war.
MARTINEZ, GUILLERMO OXFORD BROTHERHOOD (#2) ($17.99) When Kris-
ten, a researcher hired by the Lewis Carroll Brotherhood, makes a startling new discov-
ery concerning pages torn from Caroll's diary, she hesitates to reveal to her employers a
hitherto unknown chapter in his life. Oxford would be rocked to its core if the truth
about Lewis Carroll's relationship with Alice Liddell—the real Alice—were brought to
light. After Kristen is involved in a surreal accident and members of the Brotherhood
are anonymously sent salacious photographs of Alice, G joins forces with Kristen as
they begin to realise that dark powers are at work. More pictures are received, and it be-
comes clear that a murderer is stalking anyone who shows too much interest in Carroll's
life.

MATHESON, NADINE henley BINDING ROOM (#2) ($24.99) When Detective An-
jelica Henley is called to investigate the murder of a popular preacher in his own
church, she discovers a second victim, tortured and tied to a bed in an upstairs room. He
is alive, but barely, and his body shows signs of a dark religious ritual. With a revolving
list of suspects and the media spotlight firmly on her, Henley is left with more questions
than answers as she attempts to untangle both crimes. But when another body appears,
the case takes on a new urgency. Unless she can apprehend the killer, the next victim
may just be Henley herself.

MEDAWAR, TONY BODIES FROM THE LIBRARY 5 ($19.99) More unpublished
and uncollected stories of mystery and suspense from the Golden Age of detective fic-
tion, from the likes of John Bude, John Dickson Carr, Dorothy L. Sayers, Julian
Symons...

MO, JOHANNA SHADOW LILY ($23) Small-town police detective Hanna Duncker
has a past. Her deceased father was convicted of murder and arson long ago, and she
has taken up residence and resumed her police career in her hometown after his death.
She and her partner Erik Lindgren are called to investigate the disappearance of a father
and his infant son from their home while his wife was away on a weekend trip. As the
investigation unfolds, Hanna makes a breakthrough in her ongoing private investigation
of her father’s crimes: a discovery that could change everything she thought she'd
learned so far.

MUIR, T F gilchrist MURDER LIST (#10) ($17.99) St. Andrews, Scotland: When an
elderly woman's naked body is found in her home, crucified to the floor, DCI Andy
Gilchrist and his associate, DS Jessie Janes, find themselves in a hunt for a brutal serial
killer. As the body count rises, suspicion falls on Tap 'Dancer' McCrear, a career crimi-
nal recently released from prison after serving fifteen years for a murder he swore he
never committed. As Gilchrist begins to uncover the terrifying truth behind each of the
killings, his worst fears are realised when he learns that McCrear is killing everyone in-
volved in his murder trial... for it was Gilchrist who arrested McCrear all those years
ago. It’s up to him to find Tap McCrear... before his own name is struck off the murder
list.

MURPHY, ELAINE carrie becca TOLD YOU THIS WOULD HAPPEN (#2)
($22.99) Four months after losing her sister, Becca—a serial killer unknown to every-
one else in their town (Look What You Made Me Do (#1) ($22.99))—Carrie Lawrence
is finally free of her manipulative clutches. From now on, she’s keeping her hands
clean, no more hiding dead bodies in the middle of the night, no more lies. She’s never
been happier. Then she attends a meeting of the Brampton Kill Seekers, a group of am-
ateur local sleuths, and learns that a recent victim left behind a note that incriminates
her in their disappearance. All of a sudden, the quiet, law-abiding life she’s been plan-
ning starts to unravel. She’s never had so much to lose. In her frantic quest to keep her
secret dead and buried, she discovers someone nefarious lurking in the shadows...
someone who’ll go to any lengths to bring her dark truths to light. Now if Carrie wants
her secrets to stay hidden, she’ll have to get her hands very, very dirty.

NEVILLE, STUART HOUSE OF ASHES ($22.95) Sara Keane’s husband, Damien,
has uprooted them from England and moved them to his native Northern Ireland for a
“fresh start” in the wake of her nervous breakdown. Sara, who knows no one in North-
ern Ireland, is jobless, carless, friendless—all but a prisoner in her own house. When a
blood-soaked old woman beats on the door, insisting the house is hers before being
bundled back to her care facility, Sara begins to understand the house has a terrible his-
tory her husband never intended for her to discover. As the two women form a bond
over their shared traumas, Sara finds the strength to stand up to her abuser, and Mary—
silent for six decades—is finally ready to tell her story . . .

ONDA, RIKU FISH SWIMMING IN DAPPLED SUNLIGHT ($23.50) Set in Tokyo
over the course of one night, Aki and Hiro have decided to be together one last time in
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their shared flat before parting. Their relationship has broken down after a mountain
trek during which their guide died inexplicably. Now each believes the other to be a
murderer and is determined to extract a confession before the night is over. Who is the
murderer and what really happened on the mountain? In the battle of wills between
them, the chain of events leading up to this night is gradually revealed in a gripping
psychological thriller that keeps the reader in suspense to the very end.

OSMAN, RICHARD thursday MAN WHO DIED TWICE (#2) ($23) Elizabeth,
Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim—the Thursday Murder Club—are still riding high off their re-
cent real-life murder case and are looking forward to a bit of peace and quiet at
Cooper’s Chase, their posh retirement village. But they are out of luck. An unexpected
visitor—an old pal of Elizabeth’s (or perhaps more than just a pal?)—arrives, desperate
for her help. He has been accused of stealing diamonds worth millions from the wrong
men and he’s seriously on the lam. Then, as night follows day, the first body is found.
But not the last. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim are up against a ruthless murderer
who wouldn’t bat an eyelid at knocking off four septuagenarians. Can our four friends
catch the killer before the killer catches them? nd if they find the diamonds, too? Well,
wouldn’t that be a bonus? You should never put anything beyond the Thursday Murder
Club.

PENROSE, ANDREA wrexford MURDER AT THE ROYAL BOTANIC GAR-
DENS (#5) ($22.95) The upcoming marriage of the Earl of Wrexford and Lady Char-
lotte Sloane promises to be a highlight of the season, if they can first untangle—and
survive—a web of intrigue and murder involving the most brilliant scientific minds in
Regency London...

PENZLER, OTTO GOLDEN AGE LOCKED ROOM MYSTERIES ($23.95) Four-
teen impossible crimes from the American masters of the form...For devotees of the
Golden Age mystery, the impossible crime story represents the period’s purest form: it
presents the reader with a baffling scenario (a corpse discovered in a windowless room
locked from the inside, perhaps), lays out a set of increasingly confounding clues, and
swiftly delivers an ingenious and satisfying solution. During the years between the two
world wars, the best writers in the genre strove to outdo one another with unfathomable
crime scenes and brilliant explanations, and the puzzling and clever tales they produced
in those brief decades remain unmatched to this day.

PETRIE, NICK ash RUNAWAY (#7) ($12.99) War veteran Peter Ash is driving
through northern Nebraska when he encounters a young pregnant woman alone on a
gravel road, her car dead. Peter offers her a lift, but what begins as an act of kindness
soon turns into a deadly cat-and-mouse chase across the lonely highways with the
woman’s vicious ex-cop husband hot on their trail. The pregnant woman has seen
something she was never meant to see . . . but protecting her might prove to be more
than Peter can handle. In order to save the woman and himself, Peter must use every-
thing he has learned during his time as a Marine, including his knowledge of human na-
ture, in order to escape a ruthless killer with instincts and skills that match—and per-
haps exceed—Peter’s own.

RIMMER, KELLY GERMAN WIFE ($24.99) Berlin, 1930—When a wave of change
sweeps a radical political party to power, Sofie von Meyer Rhodes’s academic husband
benefits from the ambitions of its newly elected chancellor. Although Sofie and Jiirgen
do not share the social views growing popular in Hitler’s Germany, Jiirgen’s position
with its burgeoning rocket program changes their diminishing fortunes for the better.
But as Sofie watches helplessly, her beloved Berlin begins to transform, forcing her to
consider what they must sacrifice morally for their young family’s security, and what
the price for their neutrality will be. Twenty years later, Jiirgen is one of the many Ger-
man scientists offered pardons for their part in the war and taken to America to work
for its fledgling space program. For Sofie, this is the chance to exorcise the ghosts that
have followed her across the ocean and make a fresh start in her adopted country. But
her neighbors aren’t as welcoming or as understanding as she had hoped. When scan-
dalous rumors about the Rhodes family’s affiliation with Hitler’s regime spreads, idle
gossip turns to bitter rage, and the act of violence that results will tear apart Sofie’s
community and her family before the truth is finally revealed.

ROBB, J D ABANDONED IN DEATH (#54) ($12.99) The woman’s body was found
in the early morning, on a bench in a New York City playground. She was clean, her
hair neatly arranged, her makeup carefully applied. But other things were very wrong—
like the tattoo and piercings, clearly new. The clothes, decades out of date. The fatal
wound hidden beneath a ribbon around her neck. And the note: Bad Mommy, written in
crayon as if by a child. When Eve discovers that other young women—who physically
resemble the first victim—have vanished, the clock starts ticking louder. But to solve
this case she will need to find her way into a hidden place of dim light and concrete, in-
to the distant past, and into the cold depths of a shattered mind.

ROVIN, JEFF TOM CLANCY'S OP-CENTER: CALL OF DUTY ($23.99) When the
launch of their powerful new hypersonic missile ends in destruction, the Chinese gov-
ernment needs someone to blame. Was it a failure of engineering, or sabotage? The
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chief engineer on the project, Dr. Yang Dayou, is targeted as the scapegoat and arrest-
ed—unable to help his family as they are hunted down by the military. Op-Center’s Lt.
Grace Lee is sent to China on a solo reconnaissance mission, but when she sees an op-
portunity to free the imprisoned scientist, she seizes it. With Lt. Lee on the run and the
Chinese military at her heels, Director Chase Williams sends the rest of Op-Center to
Mongolia as an extraction team.

SANDERS, ANGELA josie way WITCH AND FAMOUS (#3) ($11.99) Josie and all
of Wilfred are buzzing with excitement. A-list movie star Daphne Morris has chosen to
interview Roz, assistant librarian and novelist, for her book club. But when the glamor-
ous actress quickly charms both Roz’s long-time love and Sheriff Sam, the object of Jo-
sie’s unrequited affection, Josie turns to the whispers from her beloved books for ideas
on revising the plot. Yet soon there’s another twist... At a party to celebrate the inter-
view, Daphne’s personal chef is found dead in a scene that all too closely echoes one in
Roz’s novel. It’s clear to Josie that someone’s idea of a happy ending means framing
her friend. She’ll have to read between the lines with the help of the library’s enchanted
stacks, guidance from her magical grandmother’s letters, and her cat familiar, Rodney,
to solve this murder before someone decides to stage a deadly sequel...

SCOTT, ANIKA SOVIET SISTERS ($21) Sisters Vera and Marya were brought up as
good Soviets: obedient despite hardships of poverty and tragedy, committed to com-
munist ideals, and loyal to Stalin. Several years after fighting on the Eastern front, both
women find themselves deep in the mire of conflicts shaping a new world order in 1947
Berlin. When Marya, an interpreter, gets entangled in Vera’s cryptic web of deceit and
betrayal, she must make desperate choices to survive—and protect those she loves.
Nine years later, Marya is a prisoner in a Siberian work camp when Vera, a doyenne of
the KGB, has cause to reopen her case file and investigate the facts behind her sister's
conviction all those years ago in Berlin. As Vera retraces the steps that brought them
both to that pivotal moment in 1947, she unravels unexpected truths and discoveries
that call into question the very history the Soviets were working hard to cover up.
SILVA, DANIEL allon PORTRAIT OF AN UNKNOWN WOMAN (#22) ($24.99
trade paperback, $36.99 hardcover) See the hardcover section for an annotation.
SMITH, ALEXANDER botswana JOY AND LIGHT BUS COMPANY (#22) ($21)
In this installment in the beloved No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, Mma Ra-
motswe is tempted to put the brakes on a business venture before it even gets rolling.
SYMON, VANDA FACELESS ($21.95) Worn down by a job he hates, and a stressful
family life, middle-aged, middle-class Bradley picks up a teenage escort and commits
an unspeakable crime. Now she’s tied up in his warehouse, and he doesn’t know what
to do. Max is homeless, eating from rubbish bins, sleeping rough and barely existing—
known for cadging a cigarette from anyone passing, and occasionally even the footpath.
Nobody really sees Max, but he has one friend, and she’s gone missing. In order to find
her, Max is going to have to call on some people from his past, and reopen wounds that
have remained unhealed for a very long time, and the clock is ticking...

THOR, BRAD horvath RISING TIGER (#21) ($22) An unprecedented, potentially
nation-ending threat has materialized on the world stage. Though the United States has
long been aware of the growing risk, administration after administration has passed the
buck, fearful of the global consequences of engaging this enemy head-on. The clock,
however, has now run out and doing nothing is no longer an option. With the stakes
higher than they have ever been, it is time to unleash Scot Harvath. As America’s top
spy, Harvath has the unparalleled skills and experience necessary to handle any situa-
tion, but this assignment feels different and appears doomed from the start. Thrust into
a completely unfamiliar culture, with few he can trust, the attempts on his life begin pil-
ing up the moment he arrives. Someone, somewhere, knows far too much. With democ-
racy itself hanging in the balance, Harvath will risk everything to untangle the explo-
sive plot and bring every last bad actor to justice.

TREMBLAY, PAUL PALLBEARERS CLUB ($23.99) What if the coolest girl
you’ve ever met decided to be your friend? Art Barbara was so not cool. He was a sev-
enteen-year-old high school loner in the late 1980s who listened to hair metal, had to
wear a monstrous back-brace at night for his scoliosis, and started an extracurricular
club for volunteer pallbearers at poorly attended funerals. But his new friend thought
the Pallbearers Club was cool. And she brought along her Polaroid camera to take pic-
tures of the corpses. Okay, that part was a little weird. So was her obsessive knowledge
of a notorious bit of New England folklore that involved digging up the dead. And there
were other strange things—terrifying things—that happened when she was around, usu-
ally at night. But she was his friend, so it was okay, right? Decades later, Art tries to
make sense of it all by writing The Pallbearers Club: A Memoir. But somehow this
friend got her hands on the manuscript and, well, she has some issues with it. And now
she’s making cuts.

TRINCHIERI, CAMILLA tusca BITTER TASTE OF MURDER (#2) ($22.95) One
year after moving to his late wife’s Tuscan hometown of Gravigna, ex-NYPD detective
Nico Doyle has fully settled into Italian country life, helping to serve and test recipes at
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his in-laws’ restaurant. But the town is shaken by the arrival of wine critic Michele
Mantelli in his flashy Jaguar. Mantelli holds his influential culinary magazine and blog
over Gravigna’s vintners and restaurateurs. Some of Gravigna's residents are impressed
by his reputation, while others are enraged—especially Nico's landlord, whose vine-
yards Mantelli seems intent of ruining. Needless to say, Mantelli’s lavish, larger-than-
life, and often vindictive personality has made him many enemies, and when he is poi-
soned, the local maresciallo, Perillo, has a headache of a high-profile murder on his
hands—and once again turns to Nico for help.

WALKER, MARTIN bruno COLDEST CASE (#14) ($23) After attending an exhibit
on the facial reconstruction of ancient skulls, Bruno wonders if this technology might
provide an invaluable clue to a thirty-year-old cold case. But learning the identity of the
murder victim is only the beginning. The investigation quickly turns thorny and leads
Bruno to a reclusive vintner, Henri Bazaine, whose education at a vocational school in a
formerly Communist region has raised some eyebrows. An inquiry into the defunct
school turns up shadowy reports of possible connections and funding from the Stasi, the
repressive police agency of the former East Germany. The scrutiny on Henri intensifies
once Bruno discovers that he was declared dead thirty years ago and has been living un-
der an assumed name ever since. The strange case is further complicated as Parisian bu-
reaucrats get involved, hinting that essential diplomatic relations might be at stake. And
to make matters even worse, the Dordogne is suffering from an intense summer drought
that is sparking fires across the region. But as always, Bruno will keep a cool head
through it all—and, bien siir, takes time to enjoy a sumptuous Périgordian meal!
WARE, RUTH IT GIRL ($26.99) Vivacious, bright, occasionally vicious, and the ulti-
mate It girl, she quickly pulled Hannah into her dazzling orbit. Together, they devel-
oped a group of devoted and inseparable friends—Will, Hugh, Ryan, and Emily—
during their first term. By the end of the year, April was dead. Now, a decade later,
Hannah and Will are expecting their first child, and the man convicted of killing April,
former Oxford porter John Neville, has died in prison. Relieved to have finally put the
past behind her, Hannah’s world is rocked when a young journalist comes knocking and
presents new evidence that Neville may have been innocent. As Hannah reconnects
with old friends and delves deeper into the mystery of April’s death, she realizes that
the friends she thought she knew all have something to hide...including a murder.
WHITEHEAD, COLSON HARLEM SHUFFLE ($23) To his customers and neigh-
bours on 125th street, Ray Carney is an upstanding salesman of reasonably priced furni-
ture, making a life for himself and his family. He and his wife Elizabeth are expecting
their second child, and if her parents on Striver's Row don't approve of him or their
cramped apartment across from the subway tracks, it's still home. Cash is tight, so if his
cousin Freddie occasionally drops off the odd ring or necklace at the furniture store,
Ray doesn't see the need to ask where it comes from. He knows a discreet jeweller
downtown who also doesn't ask questions. Then Freddie falls in with a crew who plans
to rob the Hotel Theresa—the "Waldorf of Harlem"—and volunteers Ray's services as
the fence. The heist doesn't go as planned; they rarely do, after all. Now Ray has to ca-
ter to a new clientele, one made up of shady cops on the take, vicious minions of the lo-
cal crime lord and numerous other Harlem lowlifes. As Ray navigates his double life,
he starts to see the truth about who actually pulls the strings in Harlem. Can Ray avoid
getting killed, save his cousin and grab his share of the big score, all while maintaining
his reputation as the go-to source for all your quality home furniture needs?
WINGATE, MARTY first LIBRARIAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE (#3) ($11.99) It
has been nearly a year since Hayley Burke took up the position as curator of Lady
Georgiana Fowling’s collection of Golden Age of Mystery writers’ first editions at her
library in Middlebank House. The collection is now open to the public one day a week
so that all can share in Lady Fowling’s passion. On one of the first days open to the
public, Mr. John Aubrey shows up at Middlebank House and insists that Lady Geor-
giana Fowling is his grandmother. Not sure that anyone believes Mr. Aubrey, but it be-
comes moot when he is murdered and the police have their suspects. Up to Hayley to
sort things out.

YOKOMIZO, SEISHI kindaich DEATH ON GOKUMON ISLAND (#2) ($21.95)
Detective Kosuke Kindaichi arrives on the remote Gokumon Island bearing tragic
news—his friend and fellow soldier, the son of one of the island's most important fami-
lies has died, on a troop transport ship bringing him back home after the Second World
War. But Kindaichi has not come merely as a messenger—with his last words, the dy-
ing man warned that his three step-sisters' lives would now be in danger. The scruffy
detective is determined to get to the bottom of this mysterious prophesy, and to protect
the three women if he can. As Kindaichi attempts to unravel the island's secrets, a series
of gruesome murders begins. He investigates, but soon finds himself in mortal danger
from both the unknown killer and the clannish locals, who resent this outsider meddling
in their affairs. Loosely inspired by Agatha Christie's And Then There Were None
(524)...




