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Greetings April 2022

Masters Weekend! I know how I’m planning to waste this weekend! Get the newsletter
finished and e-mailed, a couple of other small chores, make sure the larder is stocked
with the good stuff, book off the four days, and hope Tiger demolishes the field. Good
thing all my friends are triple vaxed as there are plans to get together and demolish a
few tinnies. Go Tiger.

Masters weekend also signals the start of the golf season in my part of the world. To-
ronto’s municipal courses opened a week ago, to large crowds. I resisted the temptation.
I’'m happy to wait another week or so to give the courses a few more days to dry out
and not destroy my golf shoes, just to get a few early rounds in!

All that aside, the Best Puppy is proving to be a handful. I’1l let Marian recount the tri-
als and tribulations a little further on. Spare the rod, spoil the child as the saying goes,
and, where, normally, my instinct is to never spare the rod—didn’t do me any harm, I
turned out pretty good—he’s too precious, too magnificent, so he can misbehave all he
wants. I’ve told M to send me the bill—read on—and that she’s to leave HRH Prince
with me when she goes back to the cottage. The boys will be naughty together, go out
to bars, look for pliant females, both two-legged and four-legged, mark our territory, lit-
erally and figuratively...you know, the usual adolescent stuff.

0D s Picke

A favourite author is local boy BRAD SMITH, author of a dozen novels including, one
of my all-time favourites reads, Red Means Run (#1) ($31.99). I’ve read most of his
books and never not been thoroughly entertained. And that was the case with the new
release, Copperhead Road ($35.95). Ian Hamilton, author of the Ava Lee novels says
about this one “...great plot driven by fascinating characters and clever dialogue...”
Yup. Nailed it. Our only regret, lan’s and mine, is that we finished the book too quick-

ly.

Here's the blurb: Summer 1936, Wilkes County, North Carolina during the great de-
pression. The Flagg family resides in the middle of the Appalachia—one of the hardest
hit areas in the country. As the depression drags on the Flagg family watch their molas-
ses business is decimated. Jedediah, the family patriarch and his sons Morgan and Ezra
struggle to produce a few meager gallons a week. That is until their sister Ava arrives
home and takes control of the family business and starts running moonshine. Ava bails
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out ex-con Bobby Barlow and tells him he is working for the Flagg family now. With
threats mounting from rival clans and the local cops breathing down Bobby's neck, he
and Ava devise a plan to play them all, one against the other. They don't necessarily do
it by legal means but that doesn't bother them. To live outside the law, you must be
honest.

And, remember the admonition to not judge a book by it’s cover? Please do not be put
off by the cover on this one. Covers should entice you to pick up the book, despite your
reluctance, not deter you. You might do that here, and that would be a mistake. That
aside, more please.

The Old Woman With the Knife ($24.99) is this bestselling Korean author’s first novel
to be translated into English. GU BYEONG-MO has written nine novels, three short
story collections, and won numerous prizes. This one turned out to be an unexpected
pleasure. Darkly funny, sardonic, clever and fun. And, as both Hornclaw and I are start-
ing to experience, the increasing frequency of little aches and pains, just adds to the rich
pageantry of our lives.

Here’s the blurb: At sixty-five, Hornclaw is beginning to slow down. She lives modest-
ly in a small apartment, with only her aging dog, a rescue named Deadweight, to keep
her company. There are expectations for people her age—that she'll retire and live out
the rest of her days quietly. But Hornclaw is not like other people. She is an assassin.

Double-crossers, corporate enemies, cheating spouses—for the past four decades, Horn-
claw has killed them all with ruthless efficiency, and the less she's known about her tar-
gets, the better. But now, nearing the end of her career, she has just slipped up. An inju-
ry leads her to an unexpected connection with a doctor and his family. But emotions,
for an assassin, are a dangerous proposition. As Hornclaw's world closes in, this final
chapter in her career may also mark her own bloody end.

A sensation in South Korea, and now translated into English for the first time by Chi-
Young Kim, The Old Woman with the Knife is an electrifying, singular, mordantly
funny novel about the expectations imposed on aging bodies and the dramatic ways in
which one woman chooses to reclaim her agency.

And finally, TONY BIRCH’s The White Girl ($21.99) is set against the harsh land-
scape of rural Australia in the 1960s. Much like in Canada, the Australian government’s
racist policy of separating Indigenous children from their families, known today as the
Stolen Generations, had life-shattering consequences of forced family separation.

White Girl is the story of Odette Brown, who has lived her entire life on the fringes of
Deane, a small Australian country town. Dark secrets simmer beneath the surface of
Deane. Why did Odette's daughter, Lila, leave her one-year-old daughter, Sissy, with
her and never came back? Why does Sissy have white skin when her family is Aborigi-
nal? For thirteen years, Odette has quietly raised her granddaughter without drawing
notice from welfare authorities who remove fair-skinned Aboriginal children from their
families. But the arrival of a new policeman with cruel eyes and a rigid by-the-book at-
titude throws the Brown women's lives off-kilter. It will take all of Odette's courage and
cunning to save Sissy from the authorities, and maybe even lead her to find her daugh-
ter.

Harian s Picks

Dogs chew things. You know that. Whether it’s shoes, table legs, books, toys, sticks...
I’ve got one who has decided that his specialty is going to be pockets! Pant pockets,
coat pockets, luggage pockets...if he chews on every pocket he finds, he is bound to
unearth a treat. The combination of a spectacular sense of smell and an obsession with
treats is becoming expensive! So far Prince has eaten through the pockets of two pair of
my pants; one pair | was able to salvage by sewing up the pocket hole, the other pair he
attacked had to be thrown out. That repair was beyond my abilities. He had not only
chewed through both pockets but also ate through the fabric at the front and the hole
was too big, and awkward, to patch. I’d look like a vagrant wearing those repairs. To
top it off, he then managed to “somehow” pull my spring jacket off its hook, and he not
only ate through a pocket, but he also chewed the teeth off the zipper. By pure luck he
didn’t swallow the little zipper pull thingy. I loved that jacket. You can be sure I do not
keep treats in pockets any longer and I hide my pants in the wardrobe which the scally-
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wag can’t open. Yet. What will he get up to next! (4dnyone can get a dog, but not one
who'’s this special!—jd)

No doubt you have heard about Wordle. It’s the in-thing, after all, and how could all
you wordsmiths resist? Basically, you get six tries to figure out the word of the day. I
play the New York Times Wordle every morning and if I am feeling up to a challenge,
or have time to chill, or can’t wait for midnight for the release of the next day’s NYT
challenge, I go to the Wordle UK site where you can play an unlimited number of
games daily. Sometimes I find the word easy to come up with and sometimes not.
There are days where I can solve it quickly, but other times it feels as though I am ago-
nizing over it for hours. It’s fun, try it. (The success of Wordle has brought on imita-
tors—sorry, games inspired by...There’s Worldle where you have to guess a geograph-
ical location. Then there’s Nah Yo-dle; that one puts a Mennonite-Low German spin on
the game! Two young men from deepest, darkest Manitoba wanted to engage Mennon-
ite youth. There’s a math version, Nerdle, where you use numbers and operands to fig-
ure out an equation, and, literally, dozens more. Absurdle, Dordle, Queerdle, Star
Wordle, Subwaydle, Taylordle, to name just a few. Go wild!—jd).

A number of readers have been telling me about GARY DONNELLY and that I need
to give him a read, and I finally did. Blood Will Be Born ($16.95) is the first in the se-
ries to feature DI Owen Sheen, who vowed never to return to Belfast, but years have
now passed, and he wants answers about his brother’s death. This is quite the gritty de-
but thriller that shows the Troubles in Northern Ireland have not really ended. ADRI-
AN MCKINTY (Cold, Cold Ground (#1) ($24)) and STUART NEVILLE (The
Ghosts of Belfast (#1) ($20.95))—two excellent read, by the way—have given the book
great reviews so I thought, why not give it a go? Blood turned out to be another excel-
lent, albeit a little violent, read as well. To give him a reason to be back in Belfast
Sheen got himself seconded from London’s Met to the Police Service of Northern Ire-
land, where, to his chagrin he finds himself partnered with DC Aoife McCusker who is
investigating her first murder investigation. Both are terrific characters, I won’t say an-
ything about the plot, so as not to spoil anything, but rest assured, I didn’t want to put it
down. I’'m now waiting for a copy of Donnelly’s second Sheen book to arrive so I can
dig into that: Killing in Your Name ($16.95).

I’ve loved all of KATE QUINN’s wartime-themed books and The Diamond Eye
($24.99) is right up there with the others. It’s based on the real-life character of
Lyudmila Pavlichenko—a library researcher, a single mom, a university student—who
became the world’s deadliest female sniper during World War II. Mila, who was born
in Ukraine, enlisted in the Red Army as soon as she heard of Hitler’s invasion of the
Soviet Union. The book, using the memoirs of Mila and Eleanor Roosevelt, along with
plenty of other sources, tells of her time as a sniper on the Eastern Front, the hunger, the
cold, the hours, and sometimes days, of waiting in the sniper trench, the kills. Mixed in
with this, there is humour, love, heartbreak and just trying to be a woman surviving in a
man’s world. After being wounded in action, her story continues highlighting her trav-
els around the United States, staying at the White House and becoming friends with El-
eanor Roosevelt, and her time in Canada and the UK. All the while trying to enlist the
help of the Allies in joining the war in Europe to help Russia push back Hitler’s armies.
I love reading historical fiction, but I need to remember that authors can weave their
fiction so deftly into the “true story” that you don’t know what is real and what is made
up. This is as it should be, I do want to be entertained by the story. This happens with
The Diamond Eye and at the end of the book Ms. Quinn gives us a very helpful sum-
mary of where she took liberties with the truth.

Hardbacks

BIGGERS, EARL DERR SEVEN KEYS TO BALDPATE ($23.99) When William
Magee arrives at Baldpate Mountain from his native New York City, he discovers that
the hotel where he will be staying is virtually closed for the winter. Despite this set-
back, Magee manages to secure a key to the Baldpate Inn. There, he begins to work on
what he hopes will become his first serious novel, his big break after years as a pulp fic-
tion writer. Soon, other guests begin to arrive, each of them harboring a dangerous se-
cret. The author is better known as the creator of the series featuring Chinese American
detective Charlie Chan.

BLACK, CARA leduc MURDER AT THE PORTE DE VERSAILLES (#20) ($36.95)
November 2001: in the wake of 9/11, Paris is living in a state of fear. For Aimée Leduc,
November is bittersweet: the anniversary of her father’s death and her daughter’s third
birthday fall on the same day. A gathering for family and friends is disrupted when a
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bomb goes off at the police laboratory—and Boris Viard, the partner of Aimée’s friend
Michou, is found unconscious at the scene of the crime with traces of explosives under
his fingernails. Aimée doesn’t believe Boris set the bomb. In an effort to prove this, she
battles the police and his own lab colleagues, collecting conflicting eyewitness reports.
When a member of the French secret service drafts Aimée to help investigate possible
links to an Iranian Revolutionary guard and fugitive radicals who bombed Interpol in
the 1980s, Aimée uncovers ties to a cold case of her father’s. As Aimée scours the
streets of the 15th arrondissement trying to learn the truth, she has to ask herself if she
should succumb to pressure from Chloe’s biological father and move them out to his
farm in Brittany. But could Aimée Leduc ever leave Paris?

BOX, C J pickett SHADOWS REEL (#22) ($37) A day before the three Pickett girls
come home for Thanksgiving, Joe is called out for a moose poaching incident that turns
out to be something much more sinister: a local fishing guide has been brutally tortured
and murdered. At the same time, Marybeth opens an unmarked package at the library
where she works and finds a photo album that belonged to an infamous Nazi official.
Who left it there? And why?

BREW, SIMON COULD YOU SURVIVE MIDSOMER? ($21.99) All is not well in
the beautiful county of Midsomer. On the eve of its first Villages In Bloom competi-
tion, a man lies dead, smelling of damson jam. Who could have done it? Well, that's
where you come in. Step into the shoes of Midsomer CID's newest recruit, choose your
own path and decide which way the story goes. Will you get to the bottom of the mys-
tery? Will you bring the perpetrator to justice? And perhaps most importantly of all,
could you avoid an untimely, and possibly bizarre, death... will YOU survive Midsom-
er? Your task is to make the right choices, solve the case and—most tricky of all—stay
alive!... Good luck.

COBEN, HARLAN wilde MATCH (#2) ($37) After months away, Wilde has returned
to the Ramapo Mountains in the wake of a failed bid at domesticity that confirms what
he’s known all along: He belongs on his own, free from the comforts and constraints of
modern life. Suddenly, a DNA match on an online ancestry database brings Wilde clos-
er to his past than he’s ever dreamed, and finally gives Wilde the opening he needs to
track down his father. But meeting the man brings up more questions than answers. So
Wilde reaches out to his last, most desperate lead, a second cousin who disappears as
quickly as he resurfaces, having experienced an epic fall from grace that can only be
described as a waking nightmare. Was his cousin’s downfall a long time coming? Or
was he the victim of a conspiracy as cunning as it is complex? And how does it all con-
nect to the man once known as The Stranger, a treacherous fugitive with a growing fol-
lowing whose mission and methods have only turned more dangerous with time? Se-
quel to The Boy from the Woods (#1) ($12.99).

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock SIGN OF FOUR ($34.50)

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock MEMOIRS OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
($34.50)

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES ($34.50)
DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock HIS LAST BOW ($34.50)

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
($34.50) New hardcover editions.

FOX, CANDICE CHASE ($36.99) In response to a hostage situation, more than 600
inmates from the Pronghorn Correctional Facility, including everyone on Death Row,
are released into the Nevada Desert. Criminals considered the worst of the worst, mon-
sters with dark, violent pasts, are getting farther away by the second. John Kradle, con-
victed of murdering his wife and son, is one of the escapees. Now, desperate to discover
what really happened that night, Kradle must avoid capture and work quickly to prove
his innocence as law enforcement closes in on the fugitives. Death Row Supervisor, and
now fugitive-hunter, Celine Osbourne has focused all of her energy on catching Kradle
and bringing him back to Death Row. She has very personal reasons for hating him—
and she knows exactly where he’s heading...

HARRIS, C S st. cyr WHEN BLOOD LIES (#17) ($35) March, 1815. The Bourbon
King Louis XVIII has been restored to the throne of France, Napoleon is in exile on the
isle of Elba, and Sebastian St. Cyr, Viscount Devlin, and his wife, Hero, have traveled
to Paris in hopes of tracing his long-lost mother, Sophie, the errant Countess of Hen-
don. But his search ends in tragedy when he comes upon the dying Countess in the
wasteland at the tip of the Ile de la Cité. Stabbed—apparently with a stiletto—and
thrown from the bastions of the island’s ancient stone bridge, Sophie dies without nam-
ing her murderer. It doesn’t take Sebastian long to realize that the French authorities
have no interest in involving themselves in the murder of a notorious Englishwoman at
such a delicate time. And so, grieving and shattered by his mother’s death, Sebastian
takes it upon himself to hunt down her killer. But what he learns will not only shock
him but could upend a hard-won world peace.

KRAVETZ, LEE LAST CONFESSIONS OF SYLVIA P ($31.99) Blending past and
present, and told through three interwoven narratives that build on one another, a daring
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and brilliant debut novel that reimagines a chapter in the life of Sylvia Plath, telling the
story behind the creation of her classic semi-autobiographical novel, The Bell Jar
($19.50). Three distinct fictional perspectives bring Plath to life—that of her psychia-
trist, a rival poet, and years later, a curator of antiquities.

LEON, DONNA GIVE UNTO OTHERS (#31) ($37.95) What role can or should loy-
alty play in the life of a police inspector? Brunetti is approached for a favor by Elisabet-
ta Foscarini, a woman he knows casually, but her mother was good to Brunetti’s moth-
er, so he feels obliged to at least look into the matter privately, and not as official police
business. Foscarini’s son-in-law, Enrico Fenzo, has alarmed his wife (her daughter) by
confessing their family might be in danger because of something he’s involved with.
Since Fenzo is an accountant, Brunetti logically suspects the cause of danger is related
to the finances of a client. Yet his clients seem benign: an optician, a restaurateur, a
charity established by his father-in-law. However, when his friend’s daughter’s place of
work is vandalized, Brunetti asks his own favors—that his colleagues Claudia Griffoni,
Lorenzo Vianello, and Signorina Elettra Zorzi assist his private investigation, which
soon enough turns official as they uncover the dark and Janus-faced nature of a venera-
ble Italian institution. The price of reciprocity can be steep.

LESCROART, JOHN T hardy MISSING PIECE (#19) ($36) No one mourned when
San Francisco DA Wes Farrell put Paul Riley in prison eleven years ago for the rape
and murder of his girlfriend. And no one is particularly happy to see him again when
he’s released after The Exoneration Initiative uncovered evidence that pinned the crime
on someone else. In fact, Riley soon turns up murdered, surrounded by the loot from his
latest scam. But if Riley was really innocent all along, who wanted him dead? To the
cops, it’s straightforward: the still-grieving father of Riley’s dead girlfriend killed the
former prisoner. Farrell, now out of politics and practicing law with master attorney
Dismas Hardy, agrees to represent the defendant, Doug Rush—and is left in the dust
when Rush suddenly vanishes. At a loss, Farrell and Hardy ask PI Abe Glitsky to track
down the potentially lethal defendant. The search takes Glitsky through an investigative
hall of mirrors populated by wounded parents, crooked cops, cheating spouses, and sin-
gle-minded vigilantes.

LUTZ, LISA ACCOMPLICE ($37) Owen Mann is charming, privileged, and chroni-
cally dissatisfied. Luna Grey is secretive, cautious, and pragmatic. Despite their differ-
ences, they form a bond the moment they meet in college. Their names soon become in-
divisible—Owen and Luna, Luna and Owen—and stay that way even after an unex-
plained death rocks their social circle. They’re still best friends years later, when Luna
finds Owen’s wife brutally murdered. The police investigation sheds light on some long
-hidden secrets, but it can’t penetrate the wall of mystery that surrounds Owen. To get
to the heart of what happened and why, Luna has to dig up the one secret she’s spent
her whole life burying.

MACRAE, MOLLY bookshop ARGYLES AND ARSENIC (#5) ($35) After 93 well-
lived years, Violet MacAskill is ready to simplify her life. Her eccentric solution?
She’ll throw a decanting and decluttering party at her family home—a Scottish Baronial
manor near the seaside town of Inversgail, Scotland. Violet sets aside everything she
wants or needs, then she invites her many friends in to sip sherry and help themselves
to whatever they want from all that’s left. Janet Marsh and Christine Robertson, two of
the women who own Yon Bonnie Books in Inversgail, enjoy themselves at the party.
Not everyone who attends has a good time, though. Wendy Erskine, director of the In-
versgail museum, is found dead, and rumors swirl about food poisoning from a local
food truck. Then Violet tells Constable Hobbs that a tin of rat poison is missing. And
when Hobbs’ own grandmother comes under suspicion for murder, he enlists the wom-
en from Yon Bonnie Books, and the race is on to find the murderer.

MARGOLIN, PHILLIP lockwood DARKEST PLACE (#5) ($36.99) Robin Lock-
wood is an increasingly prominent defense attorney in the Portland community. A Yale
graduate and former MMA fighter, she's becoming known for her string of innovative
and successful defense strategies. As a favor to a judge, Robin takes on the pro bono
defense of a reprehensible defendant charged with even more reprehensible crimes. But
what she doesn't know—what she can't know—is how this one decision, this one case,
will wreak complete devastation on her life and plans. As she recovers from those con-
sequences, Robin heads home to her small town of Elk Grove and the bosom of her
family. As she tries to recuperate, a unique legal challenge presents itself—Marjorie
Loman, a surrogate, is accused of kidnapping the baby she carried for another couple
and assaulting that couple in the process. There's no question that she committed these
actions but that's not the same as being guilty of the crime. As Robin works to defend
her client, she learns that Marjorie Loman has been hiding under a fake identity and is
facing a warrant for her arrest for another, even more serious crime. And buried within
the truth may once again be unexpected, deadly consequences.

MASON, A E W hanaud AT THE VILLA ROSE (#1) ($23.99) Madame Dauvray was
captivated by the supernatural world. She and her companion, Celia Harland, would of-
ten engage the public as spiritual mediums. Yet, their presentations were a farce fueled
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by trickery and performance. One day, Madame Dauvray is found strangled to death at
the illustrious Villa Rose. Her maid is indisposed, and her jewels are stolen. Due to
proximity and the nature of their business, Celia is made the prime suspect. In an effort
to clear her name, the young Englishman, Harry Wethermill asks Inspector Hanaud to
crack the case. Inspector Hanaud makes a memorable debut in this thrilling detective
story full of misdirects and shocking twists. Published 1910.

RAMAN, RV harith DIRE ISLE (#2) ($37.50) An archeological team is excavating on
the banks of the Betwa River near Jahnsi. A place where, legend has it, a couple forbid-
den to marry had run away to be together—forever cursing anyone who dares set foot
on the island. When the head of the expedition defies the myth, the fallout is swift and
deadly, the body found exactly as the ancient stories describe. Is the death a result of
the ancient curse, or is it a down-to-earth case of murder? Detective Harith Athreya, an
investigator with a vivid imagination, begins to uncover a mystery where the lines be-
tween past and present are blurred, reaping a harvest of evidence and motives—theft,
plagiarism and a host of other crimes, showing that few of the archaeologists are what
or who they appear to be. Will he be able to unravel the truth from legend before the
curse strikes again?

RAYNE, SARAH MURDER DANCE ($42.50) Having unexpectedly inherited an
Elizabethan manor house in rural Norfolk, the new owner Quentin Rivers has asked
Phineas Fox to investigate the house’s history. Phin soon becomes immersed in The
Tabor’s dark and mysterious past, and in the course of his research uncovers tales of a
curious dance, the Cwellan Daunsen: a dance that has not been performed for centuries
but whose strange legend still lingers. The dance has a dark side; whenever it took
place, children were told to stay indoors—and on no account to look through their win-
dows...As Phin delves further, the terrible secrets of The Tabor and the Rivers family
ancestors begin to reveal themselves, secrets stretching back more than six hundred
years. But as the past gradually creeps up on the present, is history destined to repeat it-
self?

REED, JOE MUNGO HAMMER ($36.99) It’s 2013, and much of the world still reels
from the global economic collapse. Yet in the auction rooms of London, artworks are
selling for record-breaking prices. Seeking a place in this gilded world is Martin, a jun-
ior specialist at a prestigious auction house. Martin spends his days catering to the
whims of obscenely wealthy clients and his nights drinking in grubby pubs with his de-
moralized roommate. However, a chance meeting with Marina, an old university friend,
presents Martin with a chance to change everything. Pursuing distraction from her fail-
ing marriage and from a career she doesn’t quite believe in, Marina draws Martin into
her circle and that of her husband, Oleg, an art-collecting oligarch. Shaken by the death
of his mother and chafing against his diminishing influence in his homeland, Oleg ap-
pears primed to change his own life—and perhaps to relinquish his priceless art collec-
tion long coveted by London’s auction houses. Martin is determined to secure the sale
and transform his career. But his ambitions are threatened by factors he hasn’t reckoned
with: a dangerous attraction between himself and Marina, and half-baked political plans
through which Oleg aims to redeem himself and Russia but which instead imperil the
safety of the oligarch and all those around him.

SCOTTOLINE, LISA WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BENNETTS ($37) Jason Ben-
nett is a suburban dad who owns a court-reporting business, but one night, his life takes
a horrific turn. He is driving his family home after his daughter’s field hockey game
when a pickup truck begins tailgating them, on a dark stretch of road. Suddenly two
men jump from the pickup and pull guns on Jason, demanding the car. A horrific flash
of violence changes his life forever. Later that awful night, Jason and his family receive
a visit from the FBI. The agents tell them that the carjackers were members of a danger-
ous drug-trafficking organization—and now Jason and his family are in their crosshairs.
The agents advise the Bennetts to enter the witness protection program right away, and
they have no choice but to agree. But WITSEC was designed to protect criminal in-
formants, not law-abiding families. Taken from all they know, trapped in an unfamiliar
life, the Bennetts begin to fall apart at the seams. Then Jason learns a shocking truth
and realizes that he has to take matters into his own hands.

SEGURA, ALEX SECRET IDENTITY ($38.99) It’s 1975 and the comic book indus-
try is struggling, but Carmen Valdez doesn’t care. She’s an assistant at Triumph Com-
ics, which doesn’t have the creative zeal of Marvel nor the buttoned-up efficiency of
DC, but it doesn’t matter. Carmen is tantalizingly close to fulfilling her dream of writ-
ing a superhero book. That dream is nearly a reality when one of the Triumph writers
enlists her help to create a new character, which they call “The Lethal Lynx,” Triumph's
first female hero. But her colleague is acting strangely and asking to keep her involve-
ment a secret. And then he’s found dead, with all of their scripts turned into the publish-
er without her name. Carmen is desperate to piece together what happened to him, to
hang on to her piece of the Lynx, which turns out to be a runaway hit. But that’s com-
plicated by a surprise visitor from her home in Miami, a tenacious cop who is piecing
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everything together too quickly for Carmen, and the tangled web of secrets and resent-
ments among the passionate eccentrics who write comics for a living.

SMITH, BRAD COPPERHEAD ROAD ($35.95) Summer 1936, Wilkes County,
North Carolina during the great depression. The Flagg family resides in the middle of
the Appalachia - one of the hardest hit areas in the country. As the depression drags on
the Flagg family watch their molasses business decimated. Jedediah, the family patri-
arch and his sons Morgan and Ezra struggle to produce a few meager gallons a week.
That is until their sister Ava arrives home and takes control of the family business and
starts running moonshine. Ava bails out ex-con Bobby Barlow and tells him he is work-
ing for the Flagg family now. With threats mounting from rival clans and the local cops
breathing down Bobby's neck, he and Ava devise a plan to play them all, one against
the other. They don't necessarily do it by legal means but that doesn't bother them. To
live outside the law, you must be honest.

ULSTEIN, SILJE REPTILE MEMOIRS ($36.50) A bestselling Norwegian debut al-
ready sold in thirteen territories...two timelines: 2003 and some thirteen years later...
what connect the stories? A python. And some seriously cold-blooded people.
WALKER, MARTIN bruno BRUNO’S CHALLENGE short stories ($36) The first
collection of stories featuring all the familiar characters from the Bruno novels and the
glories of the Périgord region of France, with ample helpings of food and wine... After
a prisoner breaks parole to see his son on Christmas, Bruno must track him down before
he throws away his chance at eventual freedom. When a Senegalese man’s coffee sells
superbly at the market, some café owners become incensed by the new competition and
take matters into their own hands. As a Swiss tourist and a St. Denis native fall in love
over the fruit-and-veggie stall, one of their family members takes drastic steps to break
them up. A fledgling tour bus business is sabotaged, leading Bruno to take a closer look
at a town love triangle. Called in to investigate a case of stolen oysters, our beloved po-
liceman reunites with an old flame to catch the shellfish thieves.

WINSPEAR, JACQUELINE dobb SUNLIT WEAPON (#17) ($34.99 hardcover,
$23.99 trade paperback) October 1942. Jo Hardy, a 22-year-old ferry pilot, is delivering
a Supermarine Spitfire—the fastest fighter aircraft in the world—to Biggin Hill Aero-
drome, when she realizes someone is shooting at her aircraft from the ground. Return-
ing to the location on foot, she finds an American serviceman in a barn, bound and
gagged. She rescues the man, who is handed over to the American military police; it
quickly emerges that he is considered a suspect in the disappearance of a fellow soldier
who is missing. Tragedy strikes two days later, when another ferry pilot crashes in the
same area where Jo’s plane was attacked. At the suggestion of one of her colleagues, Jo
seeks the help of psychologist and investigator Maisie Dobbs. Meanwhile, Maisie’s
husband, a high-ranking political attaché based at the American embassy, is in the thick
of ensuring security is tight for the first lady of the United States, Eleanor Roosevelt,
during her visit to the Britain. There’s already evidence that German agents have been
circling: the wife of a president represents a high value target. Mrs. Roosevelt is clearly
in danger, and there may well be a direct connection to the death of the woman ferry pi-
lot and the recent activities of two American servicemen. To guarantee the safety of the
First Lady—and of the soldier being held in police custody—Maisie must uncover that
connection.

WOODS, STUART barrington SAFE HOUSE (#61) ($37) Stone Barrington is look-
ing forward to some quiet time in New York City, until he is asked to transport pre-
cious, top-secret cargo across the Atlantic. Taking on the challenge, Stone flies off una-
ware of what—or who—he is bringing with him. But his plans to lie low are quickly
spoiled when a dangerous dispatcher tracks down Stone and his tantalizing mystery
guest, intent on payback—and silencing anyone who poses a threat. From the English
countryside to the balmy beaches of Key West, Stone is on an international mission to
hide and protect those closest to him.

Pasperbacts

BANNALEC, JEAN-LUC dupin GRANITE COAST MURDERS (#6) ($23.99) In-
spector Dupin and Claire are on a two-week vacation, but while Claire seems to enjoy
the quiet of the beach, Commissaire Dupin takes every opportunity to leave the beach
towel. The fabulous dinners on the hotel patio and the rumors about a stolen statue of a
saint are the few interesting moments of his days on vacation. But then a tourist vanish-
es without trace and there’s an attack on a deputy to the local assembly, who is in-
volved in confrontations with local farmers. Shortly after that, the Britanny beach resort
is shocked by the discovery of a corpse. Dupin clandestinely begins to investigate with
the help of the local villagers, something he must keep a secret from Claire and his col-
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leagues in Concarneau. Between bewitched valleys and beautiful beaches, an unfathom-
able case develops.

BENNETT, SJ liz WINDSOR KNOT (#1) ($21) It is the early spring of 2016 and
Queen Elizabeth is at Windsor Castle in advance of her 90th birthday celebrations. But
the preparations are interrupted by the shocking and untimely death of a guest in one of
the Castle bedrooms. The scene leads some to think the young Russian pianist strangled
himself, yet a badly tied knot leads MI5 to suspect foul play. When they begin to ques-
tion the Household’s most loyal servants, Her Majesty knows they’re looking in the
wrong place. For the Queen has been living an extraordinary double life ever since her
teenage years as “Lilibet.” Away from the public eye and unbeknownst to her closest
friends and advisers, she has the most brilliant skill for solving crimes.

BENTLEY, DON TOM CLANCY TARGET ACQUIRED ($12.99) Jack Ryan, Jr.,
would do anything for Ding Chavez. That's why Jack is currently sitting in an open-air
market in Israel, helping a CIA team with a simple job. The man running the mission,
Peter Beltz, is an old friend from Ding's Army days. Ding hadn't seen his friend since
Peter's transfer to the CIA eighteen months prior and intended to use the assignment to
reconnect. Unfortunately, Ding had to cancel at the last minute and asked Jack to take
his place. It's a cushy assignment—a trip to Israel in exchange for a couple hours of
easy work, but Jack could use the downtime after his last operation. Jack is here merely
as an observer, but when he hastens to help a woman and her young son, he finds him-
self the target of trained killers. Alone and outgunned, Jack will have to use all his skills
to protect the life of the child.

BERRY, FLYNN NORTHERN SPY ($23) A producer at the BBC and mother to a
new baby, Tessa is at work in Belfast one day when the news of another raid comes on
the air. The IRA may have gone underground in the two decades since the Good Friday
Agreement, but they never really went away, and lately bomb threats, security check-
points, and helicopters floating ominously over the city have become features of every-
day life. As the news reporter requests the public's help in locating those responsible for
the robbery, security footage reveals Tessa's sister, Marian, pulling a black ski mask
over her face. The police believe Marian has joined the IRA, but Tessa is convinced she
must have been abducted or coerced; the sisters have always opposed the violence en-
acted in the name of uniting Ireland. And besides, Marian is vacationing on the north
coast. Tessa just spoke to her yesterday. When the truth about Marian comes to light,
Tessa is faced with impossible choices that will test the limits of her ideals, the bonds
of her family, her notions of right and wrong, and her identity as a sister and a mother.
BIRCH, TONY WHITE GIRL ($21.99) Odette Brown has lived her entire life on the
fringes of Deane, a small Australian country town. Dark secrets simmer beneath the
surface of Deane—secrets that could explain why Odette's daughter, Lila, left her one-
year-old daughter, Sissy, and never came back, or why Sissy has white skin when her
family is Aboriginal. For thirteen years, Odette has quietly raised her granddaughter
without drawing notice from welfare authorities who remove fair-skinned Aboriginal
children from their families. But the arrival of a new policeman with cruel eyes and a
rigid by-the-book attitude throws the Brown women's lives off-kilter. It will take all of
Odette's courage and cunning to save Sissy from the authorities, and maybe even lead
her to find her daughter.

BISHOP, D V aldo CITY OF VENGEANCE (#1) ($19.99) Florence. Winter, 1536. A
prominent Jewish moneylender is murdered in his home, a death with wide implications
in a city powered by immense wealth. Cesare Aldo, a former soldier and now an officer
of the Renaissance city's most-feared criminal court, is given four days to solve the
murder: catch the killer before the feast of Epiphany—or suffer the consequences. Dur-
ing his investigations, Aldo uncovers a plot to overthrow the volatile ruler of Florence,
Alessandro de' Medici. If the Duke falls, it will endanger the whole city. But a rival of-
ficer of the court is determined to expose details about Aldo's private life that could
lead to his ruin. Can Aldo stop the conspiracy before anyone else dies, or will his own
secrets destroy him first?

BLACKBURN, JOHN SCENT OF NEW-MOWN HAY ($42.50) With a plot featur-
ing Cold War intrigue, Nazi mad scientists, and a pandemic that threatens to destroy hu-
manity by mutating people into fungoid monsters, it is not hard to see why A Scent of
New-Mown Hay (1958) became a bestseller on both sides of the Atlantic and an instant
science-fiction classic. After a British ship’s crew and a remote Russian village are
wiped out in mysterious and horrible fashion, General Charles Kirk of British Foreign
Intelligence sets out to investigate. As the plague spreads to England, Kirk’s frantic
search leads him from the desolate tundra of Russia to the ruins of a Nazi camp, the site
of unthinkable wartime atrocities. But who is responsible? Is it a Soviet experiment
gone horribly wrong, the work of a depraved madman, or something else entirely? And
can it be stopped? Plus ¢a change and all that...

BLAEDEL, SARA rick & lind HARMLESS LIE (#10) ($23) Detective Louise Rick
is on a beach in Thailand when the panicked call from her father comes through.
Louise's beloved brother, Mikkel, has attempted suicide. His wife, Trine, left him days
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earlier, walking out the door one day with no warning and leaving Mikkel devastated.
Louise rushes home to Osted, the small, insular Danish town where she grew up and
where Mikkel still lives. But the more Louise learns about Trine—a devoted wife and
the mother of two young children—and her state of mind in the days before she left
Mikkel, the more Louise begins to wonder whether Trine really meant to leave him. Or
whether something much darker may have taken place. As the local police begin to sus-
pect that Mikkel may have had a hand in Trine’s disappearance, Louise struggles to
clear his name but is forced to confront some hard truths: Small towns always hide se-
crets. The past always comes back to haunt you. And lies are never harmless.
BRENNAN, ALLISON predator TELL NO LIES (#2) ($12.99) Something mysteri-
ous is killing the wildlife in the mountains just south of Tucson. When a college intern
turned activist sets out to collect her own evidence, she, too, ends up dead. Local law
enforcement is slow to get involved. That’s when the mobile FBI unit goes undercover
to infiltrate the town and its copper refinery in search of possible leads. Quinn and Cos-
ta find themselves scouring the desolate landscape, which keeps revealing clues to
something much darker—greed, child trafficking and more death. As the body count
adds up, it’s clear they have stumbled onto much more than they bargained for. Now
they must figure out who is at the heart of this mayhem and stop them before more in-
nocent lives are lost.

BRETT, SIMON decluttering UNTIDY DEATH (#2) ($26.99) When Alexandra
Richards approaches professional declutterer Ellen Curtis to ask her to help sort out her
mother's chaotic flat, Ellen gets the impression Alexandra doesn't like her mother very
much. But when Ingrid Richards' body is discovered in her burned-out home, Alexan-
dra's exasperated words don't seem such a joke. Due to the hazardous state of the vic-
tim's over-cluttered residence, the police are inclined to dismiss her death as an unfortu-
nate accident. Ellen's not so sure. Could Alexandra's resentment towards her mother
have escalated into outright violence? The more she discovers about the dead woman's
remarkable past, the more convinced Ellen becomes that there's something decidedly
suspicious about her death. At least she can console herself that clearing out widower
Edward Finch's bungalow will be a straightforward job in comparison. But in this as-
sumption, Ellen couldn't be more wrong...

BRIGHT, VERITY lady swift ROYAL MURDER (#9) ($21.99) Spring, 1923. One-
time adventurer and now amateur sleuth Lady Eleanor Swift is attending the annual
royal regatta with her new pal Tipsy Fitzroy. Tipsy has Eleanor trussed up like a debu-
tante in a new dress, determined to turn her into a proper society lady. Even Eleanor's
favourite companion, Gladstone the bulldog, has a new outfit for the occasion. But the
sparkling prize-giving ceremony is interrupted when the devilishly handsome host
gulps his glass of champagne on stage and collapses to the floor. The victim is none
other than the king's cousin, Lord Xander Taylor-Howard. He was rumoured to be en-
tangled in a rather dubious gambling ring, but did someone kill him instead of collect-
ing his debt? Or was this simply an ill-timed tragic accident? Either way, a right royal
scandal is afoot... Sir Percival, the head of the royal police, asks Eleanor for her help in-
vestigating.

BROADFOOT, NEIL fraser NO MAN’S LAND (#1) ($17.99) War is coming to No-
Man's Land, and Connor Fraser will be ready. A mutilated body is found dumped at
Cowane's Hospital in the heart of historic Stirling. For DCI Malcolm Ford it's like noth-
ing he's every seen before, the savagery of the crime making him want to catch the mur-
derer before he strikes again. For reporter Donna Blake it's a shot at the big time, a
chance to get her career back on track and prove all the doubters wrong. But for close
protection specialist Connor Fraser it's merely a grisly distraction from the day job. But
then a bloodied and broken corpse is found, this time in the shadow of the Wallace
Monument—and with it, a message. One Connor has received before, during his time
as a police officer in Belfast. With Ford facing mounting political and public pressure
to make an arrest and quell fears the murders are somehow connected to heightened
post-Brexit tensions, Connor is drawn into a race against time to stop another murder.
But to do so, he must question old loyalties, confront his past and unravel a mystery
that some would sacrifice anything—and anyone—to protect.

BROMFIELD, MALYN MR PEPYS AND THE PRIMROSE HILL MYSTERY
($34.50) On 17th October, 1678, Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey, a justice of the peace, is
discovered dead in a ditch at Primrose Hill, run through with his own sword. Suicide or
murder? This has been the historian's dilemma for three centuries. King Charles II had
awarded Godfrey a knighthood for his bravery following the great plague and the fire of
London. But is Godfrey all he appears to be? During his final days, Godfrey confesses
to friends that he is master of a great secret and will be hanged. Titus Oates, arguably
the most audacious liar history has ever known, had visited Godfrey claiming to have
discovered a Jesuit plot to assassinate King Charles II and overthrow Parliament. Fol-
lowing a £500 reward from the King for information about Godfrey's death, murderers
are named and Samuel Pepys, Secretary of the Naval Office, discovers that he has an
enemy who has accused him of orchestrating Godfrey's murder. He must seek the truth
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to save himself. Readers will accompany Mr. Pepys to coffee houses, taverns, palaces,
to his home where his marriage is in crisis, to Newgate prison, and to the trials of men
who are accused of murdering Godfrey. Who lies and who is telling the truth? Who
killed Edmund Godfrey?

CARR, JOHN DICKSON CORPSE IN THE WAXWORKS ($22.50) Last night
Mademoiselle Duchéne was seen heading into the Gallery of Horrors at the Musée Au-
gustin waxworks, alive. Today she was found in the Seine, murdered. The museum's
proprietor, long perturbed by the unnatural vitality of his figures, claims that he saw one
of them following the victim into the dark—a lead that Henri Bencolin, head of the Par-
is police and expert of 'impossible' crimes, cannot possibly resist. Surrounded by the ee-
rie noises of the night, Bencolin prepares to enter the ill-fated waxworks, his associate
Jeff Marle and the victim's fiancé in tow. Waiting within, beneath the glass-eyed gaze
of a leering waxen satyr, is a gruesome discovery and the first clues of a twisted and in-
genious mystery. First published 1932. This new edition also includes the rare Inspector
Bencolin short story The Murder in Number Four.

CARTER, CHRIS hunter ] AM DEATH (#7) ($12.99) At the Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, the body of a twenty-year-old woman is discovered. The autopsy reveals
that she had been tortured and murdered in a most bizarre way—but the surprises don’t
end there. The killer likes to play, and he left something behind for the cops to find.
LAPD Detective Robert Hunter is assigned to the case but almost immediately a second
body turns up. Surrounded by new challenges as every day passes, Hunter finds himself
chasing a monster—one with a dark past and whose desire to hurt people and thirst for
murder can never be quenched.

CHOWDHURY, AJAY WAITER ($16.99) Disgraced detective Kamil Rahman moves
from Kolkata to London to start afresh as a waiter in an Indian restaurant. But the peace
of his new life is soon shattered. The day Kamil caters an extravagant party, the power-
ful host, Rakesh, is found dead in his swimming pool. Suspicion falls on Rakesh's
young and glamorous new wife, and Kamil is called to investigate for the family. Kamil
and Anjoli, his boss's daughter, prove a winning team—yet as the case progresses, and
their relationship grows, the events of Kamil's past threaten to catch up with him...
CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple MOVING FINGER ($19.99) Lymstock is a town with
more than its share of scandalous secrets—a town where even a sudden outbreak of
anonymous hate mail causes only a minor stir. But all that changes when one of the re-
cipients, Mrs. Symmington, commits suicide. Her final note says “I can’t go on,” but
Miss Marple questions the coroner’s verdict of suicide. Soon nobody is sure of any-
one—as secrets stop being shameful and start becoming deadly.

CHRISTIE, AGATHA marple MURDER IS ANNOUNCED ($19.99) The villagers
of Chipping Cleghorn are agog with curiosity when the Gazette advertises “A murder is
announced and will take place on Friday, October 29th, at Little Paddocks at 6.30 p.m.”
A childish practical joke? Or a spiteful hoax? Unable to resist the mysterious invitation,
the locals arrive at Little Paddocks at the appointed time when, without warning, the
lights go out and a gun is fired. When they come back on, a gruesome scene is revealed.
An impossible crime? It’s up to Miss Marple to get the scoop and make sure the killer
doesn’t bury the lead.

CLEAVE, PAUL QUIET PEOPLE ($21.95) Cameron and Lisa Murdoch are success-
ful crime writers. They have been on the promotional circuit, joking that no one knows
how to get away with crime like they do. After all, they write about it for a living. So
when their seven-year-old son Zach goes missing, the police and the public naturally
wonder if they have finally decided to prove what they have been saying all this time...
Are they trying to show how they can commit the perfect crime?

CLEEVES, ANN two rivers HERON’S CRY (#2) ($19.99) North Devon is enjoying a
rare hot summer with tourists flocking to its coastline. When Detective Matthew Venn
is called out to a rural crime scene at the home of a group of artists, he finds an elabo-
rately staged murder. Dr Nigel Yeo has been fatally stabbed. His daughter, Eve, is a
glassblower, and the murder weapon is a shard of one of her broken vases. Dr Yeo
seems an unlikely murder victim. He's a good man, a public servant, beloved by his
daughter. Matthew is unnerved though to find that Eve is a close friend of Jonathan, his
husband. Then another body is found, killed in a similar way. Matthew finds himself
treading carefully through the lies that fester at the heart of his community and a case
that is dangerously close to home.

COBEN, HARLAN MISSING YOU ($16) Surfing an online dating site, NYPD detec-
tive Kat Donovan feels her whole world explode. Staring back at her is her ex-fiancé,
the man who shattered her heart—and whom she hasn’t seen in eighteen years. But
when Kat reaches out to the man in the profile, an unspeakable conspiracy comes to
light. As Kat begins to investigate, her feelings are challenged about everyone she’s ev-
er loved—even her father, whose cruel murder so long ago has never been fully ex-
plained. With lives on the line, including her own, Kat must venture deeper into the
darkness than she ever has before and discover if she has the strength to survive what
she finds there.




SLEUTH of Baker Street and The Merchant of Menace, an unbeatable combination. e-MOM April 2022 Page 11

COCO, NANCY oregon MATTER OF HIVE AND DEATH (#2) ($11.99) For the
picturesque town of Oceanview on the Oregon Coast, May brings blossoming fruit trees
and the annual UFO festival. As Aunt Eloise tries out alien costumes on their Havana
brown cat Everett, Wren is off to meet with a bee wrangler, her go-to guy for local fruit
tree honey. But when she arrives, Elias Brentwood is lying on the ground amidst de-
stroyed hives and a swarm of angry bees. The bees didn’t kill him, a blow to the head
did. As blue-eyed Officer Jim Hampton investigates and the town is invaded by its own
swarm of conspiracy theorists and crackpots, Wren and Aunt Eloise decide the only
way to catch the bee wrangler’s killer is to set up a sting...

CONNELLY, MICHAEL bosch DARK HOURS (#23) ($22.99) There’s chaos in
Hollywood at the end of the New Year’s Eve countdown. Working her graveyard shift,
LAPD detective Renée Ballard waits out the traditional rain of lead as hundreds of rev-
elers shoot their guns into the air. Only minutes after midnight, Ballard is called to a
scene where a hardworking auto shop owner has been fatally hit by a bullet in the mid-
dle of a crowded street party. Ballard quickly concludes that the deadly bullet could not
have fallen from the sky and that it is linked to another unsolved murder—a case at one
time worked by Detective Harry Bosch. At the same time, Ballard hunts a fiendish pair
of serial rapists, the Midnight Men, who have been terrorizing women and leaving no
trace. Determined to solve both cases, Ballard feels like she is constantly running uphill
in a police department indelibly changed by the pandemic and recent social unrest. It is
a department so hampered by inertia and low morale that Ballard must go outside to the
one detective she can count on: Harry Bosch. But as the two inexorable detectives work
together to find out where old and new cases intersect, they must constantly look over
their shoulders. The brutal predators they are tracking are ready to kill to keep their se-
crets hidden.

COOPER, HELEN DOWNSTAIRS NEIGHBOR ($12.99) From her downstairs apart-
ment in suburban London, Emma has often overheard the everyday life of the seeming-
ly perfect family upstairs—Steph, Paul and teenage daughter Freya—but has never got
to know them. Until one day, she hears something that seizes her attention: Freya has
vanished and the police are questioning Steph and Paul about their life. Do either of you
have any enemies? Anyone who might want to harm or threaten you? The effects of
Freya's disappearance ripple outward, affecting not just her parents, but everyone who
lives in the building, including Emma and local driving instructor Chris, who was the
last person to see the teenager before she went missing. Each character's life is thrown
into sharp focus as devastating mistakes and long-held secrets are picked apart and oth-
er crimes come to light—including a child gone missing twenty-five years earlier, and a
shocking murder—that make clear that the past never stays where we leave it, and that
homes can be built on foundations of lies.

COWLEY, KATHERINE TRUE CONFESSIONS OF A LONDON SPY ($28) When
Miss Mary Bennet is assigned to London for the Season, extravagant balls and eligible
men are the least of her worries. A government messenger has been murdered and sus-
picion falls on the Radicals, who may be destabilizing the government in order to com-
pel England down the bloody path of the French Revolution. Working with her fellow
spies, Mr. William Stanley and Miss Fanny Cramer, Mary must investigate without
raising the suspicions of her family, rescue her friend Miss Georgiana Darcy from a
suitor scandal, and solve the mystery before anyone else is harmed—all without being
discovered, lest she be exiled back to the countryside. This is the perfect job for a wom-
an who exists in the background. Can Mary prove herself, or will this assignment be her
last?

CRAVEN, M W poe DEAD GROUND (#4) ($17.99) Detective Sergeant Washington
Poe is in court, fighting eviction from his beloved and isolated croft, when he is sum-
moned to a backstreet brothel in Carlisle where a man has been beaten to death with a
baseball bat. Poe is confused—he hunts serial killers and this appears to be a straight-
forward murder-by-pimp—but his attendance was requested personally, by the kind of
people who prefer to remain in the shadows. As Poe and the socially awkward pro-
grammer Tilly Bradshaw delve deeper into the case, they are faced with seemingly un-
answerable questions: despite being heavily vetted for a high-profile job, why does
nothing in the victim's background check out? Why was a small ornament left at the
murder scene—and why did someone on the investigation team steal it? And what is
the connection to a flawlessly executed bank heist three years earlier, a heist where
nothing was taken...

DAYVIS, RICHARD HARDING IN THE FOG ($11.50) Since the time of Shake-
speare, there has been no group in London more influential than the Grill Club. A secret
society whose members are drawn from the rich and the poor, the Grill is blind to poli-
tics, ideology, and wealth. The only demands made of its members are secrecy and an
open mind. On a foggy night in 1897, an American diplomat tells three other club
members of a recent night when he was lost in the London fog and heard a distant
scream. Following the sound, he entered a strange house, where he discovered a man
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lying dead on a princess’s divan. The crime baffled Scotland Yard, but the men of the
Grill Club will get to the bottom of it—no matter how long it takes.

DE JAGER, ANJA meerman DEATH AT THE ORANGE LOCKS (#6) ($17.99) Af-
ter her painful divorce four years ago, Lotte Meerman has kept well away from Arjen,
her ex-husband, and his new wife Nadia. So when they both visit her at central Amster-
dam's police station to report Nadia's father missing, Lotte is shocked —but hides it well.
Then two days later a dog walker reports the discovery of a body near the Orange
Locks, built to keep the sea out of Amsterdam, and the missing man is identified as Na-
dia's father. Lotte wants to stay away from the investigation but his widow, Margreet,
keeps searching her out as she has no idea it was her daughter who was pivotal in the
marriage break-up. She wrongly identifies Lotte as a friend and tells her that Patrick
had been a great husband and father, and a successful businessman. But when Lotte
digs into Patrick's past, she discovers instead a failing company and a man with a histo-
ry of making unwanted sexual advances to his female employees. Margreet is unaware
of any of this. And the more Lotte investigates the dead man's past, the more she finds
to suggest that her ex-husband is somehow involved in his death...

DEAVER, JEFFERY shaw FINAL TWIST (#3) ($12.99) Just hours after the harrow-
ing events of The Never Game (#1) ($12.99) and The Goodbye Man (#2) ($12.99), Col-
ter Shaw finds himself in San Francisco, where he has taken on the mission his father
began years ago: finding a missing courier bag containing evidence that will bring
down a corporate espionage firm responsible for hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
deaths. Following the enigmatic clues his father left behind, Shaw plays cat and mouse
with the company's sadistic enforcers, as he speeds from one gritty neighborhood in the
City by the Bay to another. Suddenly, the job takes on a frightening urgency: Only by
finding the courier bag can he expose the company and stop the murder of an entire
family—slated to die in forty-eight hours. With the help of an unexpected figure from
his past, and with the enforcers closing the net, Shaw narrows in on the truth—and
learns that the courier bag contains something unexpected: a secret that could only be
described as catastrophic.

DEMPSEY, SHARON WHO TOOK EDEN MULLIGAN? ($17.99) “They’re dead.
They’re all dead. It’s my fault. I killed them.” Those are the words of Iona Gardener,
who stands bloodied and staring as she confesses to the murder of four people in a run-
down cottage outside of Belfast. Outside the cottage, five old dolls are hanging from a
tree. Inside the cottage, the words “WHO TOOK EDEN MULLIGAN?” are graffitied
on the wall, connecting the murder scene with the famous cold case of Eden Mulligan,
a mother-of-five who went missing during The Troubles. But this case is different.
Right from the start. Because no one in the community is willing to tell the truth, and
the only thing DI Danny Stowe and forensic psychologist Rose Lainey can be certain of
is that Iona Gardener’s confession is false....

DENNISON, HANNAH honeychurch MURDER IN MINIATURE AT HONEY-
CHURCH (#8) ($17.99) When a body found on the Honeychurch Hall estate proves to
be that of a villager who had supposedly moved to Ireland years earlier, tongues start
wagging and theories abound. Charlie Green had always been a rogue. Although Char-
lie's demise happened well before Kat's arrival, Kat is drawn into the mystery when she
finds two rare miniature portraits hidden inside a custom-made dollhouse of Honey-
church Hall. And then Charlie's aunt suffers a mysterious fatal fall and suspicion lands
on a stranger who is holidaying in the newly installed shepherd's hut in the walled gar-
den—one of Lady Lavinia's latest hare-brained moneymaking schemes. Although there
is something off about the tourist, Kat believes the culprit is fellow antique dealer. With
tales of blackmail, infidelity and greed gripping the small community, past and present
collide and Kat realises that the miniatures harbour a vital secret that one particular per-
son is willing to kill for.

DIXON, HELENA underhay MURDER AT ELM HOUSE (#6) ($21.99) 1934. Acci-
dental amateur sleuth Kitty Underhay is being escorted by ex-army captain Matthew
Bryant on an errand of mercy, as she takes a basket of grapes to her nemesis Mrs. Cra-
ven, who is recuperating from a recent operation. But their arrival at Elm House Nurs-
ing Home coincides with the mysterious death of Lady Wellings, a long-term resident.
The woman was known to be ill, so when the police turn a disinterested ear to Mrs.
Craven’s suspicion that Lady Wellings was poisoned, Kitty decides to look into the
case herself.

DIXON, HELENA underhay MURDER IN THE BELLTOWER (#5) ($21.99) Win-
ter, 1933. Kitty Underhay is enjoying a restorative break from sleuthing on a visit to her
family at Enderley Hall. The only thing marring her peace—aside from the uncomforta-
ble sensation she has of being watched—is the obvious history between her beau, ex-
army captain Matthew Bryant and another guest, the beautiful Juliet Vanderstafen. So,
when the parish clerk is found dead on her front doorstep, Kitty leaps at the chance of
distraction. The police are happy to conclude that Miss Plenderleith met her unfortunate
end on a patch of ice, but Kitty isn’t convinced this was a case of bad weather and
worse luck. And when the Reverend Crabtree fails to show for tea the next day, she
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heads to the church to speak to him. But she arrives to find the clergyman hanging from
the bell rope, dead. With Matt seemingly wrapped up with his alluring Austrian, Kitty
must solve the case on her own.

DIXON, HELENA underhay MURDER ON THE DANCE FLOOR (#4) ($21.99)
November 1933. Amateur sleuth-cum-dutiful granddaughter Kitty Underhay stifles a
sigh of boredom as she attends the annual Hotelier’s Association Dinner and Dance on
behalf of her grandmother, the proprietress of the Dolphin Hotel. She hopes the compa-
ny of ex-army captain Matthew Bryant will enliven the otherwise dull evening. That is,
until bullish and overbearing local councillor Harold Everton drops dead into his bowl
of consommé. While the local police are still scrambling for their whistles, Kitty and
Matt waste no time leaping into action

DOHERTY&TURNEY, rise MASTERS OF ROME (#2) ($22.95) As competition for
the imperial throne intensifies, Constantine and Maxentius realise their childhood
friendship cannot last. Each man struggles to control their respective quadrant of em-
pire, battered by currents of politics, religion and personal tragedy, threatened by bar-
barian forces and enemies within. With their positions becoming at once stronger and
more troubled, the strained threads of their friendship begin to unravel. Unfortunate
words and misunderstandings finally sever their ties, leaving them as bitter opponents
in the greatest game of all, with the throne of Rome the prize. It is a matter that can on-
ly be settled by outright war...

DOUGLAS, CLAIRE SISTERS ($16.99) After a tragic accident, still haunted by her
twin sister’s death, Abi is making a fresh start in Bath. But when she meets siblings Bea
and Ben, she is quickly drawn into their privileged and unsettling circle. As Abi tries to
keep up with the demands of her fickle friends, strange things start to happen—precious
letters go missing and threatening messages are left in her room. Is this the work of the
beautiful and capricious Bea? Or is Abi willing to go to any lengths to get attention?
When the truth outs, will either sister survive?

DOYLE, CARRIE SOMETHING'S GUAVA GIVE ($12.99) Plum Lockhart went out
on a limb when she ditched her corporate job in New York City and moved to the Car-
ibbean island of Paraiso. Now the head of her own villa broker agency, Plum spends
her days chasing down clients and lounging on white sand beaches. But the sweet life
turns sour when a publishing heiress is found dead at the mansion of an eccentric ty-
coon, Dieter Friedrich. Even worse, Plum's old colleague cashes in a favor and asks her
to investigate. It looks like she'll need to fit a murder case into her already jam-packed
schedule! Friedrich is known for his shady dealings, but he's not the only bad apple on
the island—PIlum will have to contend with a scheming millionaire, a sleazy rockstar,
and devious B-list celebrities. And joining Plum once again is Juan Kevin Munoz, the
distractingly gorgeous Director of Security. Despite the sparks between them, they'll
need to stay focused on the case—there's a murderer hot on their heels!

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN sherlock STUDY IN SCARLET ($13) On his return to
London after serving in the Second Anglo-Afghan War as an assistant surgeon, Doctor
Watson is looking for a place to live. He is introduced to a certain Mr Holmes, an ec-
centric, pipe-smoking gentleman who shows an interest in chemistry and is currently
engaged in a test to detect human haemoglobin. What begins as a simple house-sharing
enquiry soon turns into a fully fledged “study in scarlet”, a case of blood, murder and
betrayal that will transport the reader from the streets of London to the early settlements
of Salt Lake City in Utah...For ages 9 and up!

DURIEZ, COLIN DOROTHY L SAYERS: A BIOGRAPHY ($19.95) A strong Chris-
tian, she had a baby by a man she did not love—out of wedlock. Possessing a fierce in-
tellect, she translated Dante—and also created one of the most popular fictional detec-
tives ever, in Lord Peter Wimsey. With no new biographies on Sayers having been pub-
lished for some time, the author reassesses her, her life, her writings, her studies and her
faith. Drawing on previously unpublished material, particularly her collected letters, he
brings to life a fascinating woman.

EVANOVICH, JANET rose RECOVERY AGENT (#1) ($24.99) Lost something?
Gabriela Rose knows how to get it back. As a recovery agent, she’s hired by individuals
and companies seeking lost treasures, stolen heirlooms, or missing assets of any kind.
She’s reliable, cool under pressure, and well trained in weapons of all types. But Ga-
briela’s latest job isn’t for some bamboozled billionaire, it’s for her own family, whose
home is going to be wiped off the map if they can’t come up with a lot of money fast.
Inspired by an old family legend, Gabriela sets off for the jungles of Peru in pursuit of
the Ring of Solomon and the lost treasure of Lima. But this particular job comes with a
huge problem attached to it—QGabriela’s ex-husband, Rafer. It’s Rafer who has the map
that possibly points the way to the treasure, and he’s not about to let Gabriela find it
without him. Rafer is as relaxed as Gabriela is driven, and he has a lifetime’s experi-
ence getting under his ex-wife’s skin. But when they aren’t bickering about old times
the two make a formidable team, and it’s going to take a team to defeat the vicious drug
lord who has also been searching for the fabled ring. A drug lord who doesn’t mind
leaving a large body count behind him to get it.
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FREDERICKS, MARIAH prescott DEATH OF A SHOWMAN (#4) ($23.99) It is
the summer of 1914 and lady’s maid Jane Prescott is back in New York with the Tylers
after a glittering society wedding in Europe. On their return, Jane learns another wed-
ding has taken place. Her old dancing partner, Leo Hirschfeld, has married a chorus girl
in his new Broadway musical. Jane and Louise Tyler are pulled into the sparkling and
scandalous world of Broadway, as a star struck Louise invests in Leo's show, and Jane
chaperones her at rehearsals. But behind the glittering facade of the theater, there are ri-
valries, secret romances, and some very dodgy business practices. When the show's
abusive producer, Sidney Warburton, is murdered, the list of suspects is long. Was it
the comedic star or her gambler boyfriend? The disgruntled costume designer? The
beautiful, blond dancer, her jealous husband? Or was it Leo himself, who had more rea-
son than anyone to hate Sidney Warburton? As the First World war looms in the dis-
tance, Jane and tabloid reporter Michael Behan must strip back the masks of these con-
summate performers before one of them kills again.

GRANGER, ANN ross TRUTH-SEEKER'S WIFE (#8) ($17.99) It is Spring 1871
when Lizzie Ross accompanies her formidable Aunt Parry on a restorative trip to the
south coast. Lizzie's husband, Ben, is kept busy at Scotland Yard and urges his wife to
stay out of harm's way. But when Lizzie and her aunt are invited to dine with other
guests at the home of wealthy landowner Sir Henry Meager, and he is found shot dead
in his bed the next morning, no one feels safe. On Lizzie's last visit to the New Forest,
another gruesome murder took place, and the superstitious locals now see her as a bad
omen. But Lizzie suspects that Sir Henry had a number of bitter enemies, many of
whom might have wanted him dead. And once Ben arrives to help with the investiga-
tion, he and Lizzie must work together to expose Sir Henry's darkest secrets and a ruth-
less killer intent on revenge...

GRIFFIN, MARK wakefield WHEN DARKNESS CALLS (#1) ($17.99) Holly
Wakefield works as a criminal psychologist specialising in serial killers. She has partic-
ular reason to be good at her job—but she keeps that to herself. When DI Bishop from
the Met Police approaches Holly to investigate a recent killing, Holly is horrified by the
dismembered bodies and the way they have been theatrically positioned. More shocking
still is when the pathologist reveals this is not the first time she has seen these mutila-
tions. It means a serial killer is out there, and they're going to kill again—soon. Holly is
used to chasing serial killers. But this killer has something in common with Holly that
she's kept hidden for as long as she can remember. And for the first time since she was
a child, Holly is forced to face the darkness of her past . . .

GRIFFIN, MARK wakefield WHEN SILENCE KILLS (#3) ($24.99) When the muti-
lated body of a woman is discovered in her home, DCI Bishop from the Met murder
squad is called in to oversee the case. The horrific killing bears a striking resemblance
to three other murders years before, but the cases were never solved. Bishop knows
they need the help of Holly Wakefield, a criminal psychologist who specialises in get-
ting inside the minds of serial killers. The grisly murders occur every three years, but it
is the stick-man drawing left at each crime scene that has the police baffled. A post-
mortem also detects a cocktail of drugs that can leave a victim screaming in silence. No
one would have heard their cries for help. Holly suspects that they are a missing a vital
clue that links the victims. But can she discover the link before the killer comes knock-
ing at her door?

GUDENKAUF, HEATHER OVERNIGHT GUEST ($21.99) True crime writer Wylie
Lark doesn’t mind being snowed in at the isolated farmhouse where she’s retreated to
write her new book. A cozy fire, complete silence. It would be perfect, if not for the
fact that decades earlier, at this very house, two people were murdered in cold blood
and a girl disappeared without a trace. As the storm worsens, Wylie finds herself
trapped inside the house, haunted by the secrets contained within its walls—haunted by
secrets of her own. Then she discovers a small child in the snow just outside. After
bringing the child inside for warmth and safety, she begins to search for answers. But
soon it becomes clear that the farmhouse isn’t as isolated as she thought, and someone
is willing to do anything to find them.

HAMILTON, GLEN ERIK shaw ISLAND OF THIEVES (#6) ($11.99) Van Shaw is
hired to evaluate the safeguards for the art collection of eccentric business magnate Se-
bastien Rohner. Then Rohner reveals to Van the real reason he’s been recruited: to pre-
vent another professional burglar from stealing the art. Rohner wants to set a thief to
catch a thief. While questioning the bizarre nature of the job, Van accepts the lucrative
offer and arrives at the island estate during an international summit that Rohner is host-
ing. Shortly after beginning his surveillance of Rohner’s highly secure gallery wing,
Van stumbles across the murdered body of one of the honored guests along the rocky
shore. Wary of Rohner’s true intentions, Van knows the homicide detectives on the
case—and perhaps Rohner as well—think he’s the prime suspect and will turn his life
upside down in their search for proof. Van begins to hunt for the killer himself...
HANSEN, JOSEPH brandstetter SKINFLICK (#5) ($20) Lon Tooker certainly fits
the profile: big, strong, a Marine Corps veteran, and recently the target of evangelical
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crusader Gerald Dawson’s wrath. Tooker’s adult toys and pornography store on the lo-
cal skid row has recently become the target of Dawson’s church men’s group and their
destructive masked raids on “un-Christian” businesses. When Dawson is strangled to
death by someone of Tooker’s size and ability, the police see a smut-peddler with a mo-
tive. Case closed. But death claims investigator Dave Brandstetter doesn’t like it. By all
accounts Tooker is a softy incapable of such a crime. Actual evidence is nonexistent
and assumptions many. And Dave particularly doesn’t care for assumptions based on
someone’s sex life. But Dave is also navigating new personal territory. His father’s
death has left him bereaved and for the first time in a long time without a job. Dave quit
the insurance company his father built and has struck out on his own as a private inves-
tigator. Add in his breakup with his recent partner and he’s a man unencumbered. It’s
the late 1970s and Dave may be aging a bit but he’s still handsome, wealthy, and re-
cently in possession of a new convertible Triumph. Looks like it’s not all hard work.
HARRIS, C S st. cyr WHAT THE DEVIL KNOWS (#16) ($23) It's October 1814.
The war with France is finally over and Europe's diplomats are convening in Vienna for
a conference that will put their world back together. With peace finally at hand, London
suddenly finds itself in the grip of a series of heinous murders eerily similar to the
Ratcliffe Highway murders of three years before. In 1811, two entire families were vi-
ciously murdered in their homes. A suspect—a young seaman named John Williams—
was arrested. But before he could be brought to trial, Williams hanged himself in his
cell. The murders ceased, and London slowly began to breathe easier. But when the
lead investigator, Sir Edwin Pym, is killed in the same brutal way three years later and
others possibly connected to the original case meet violent ends, the city is paralyzed
with terror once more. Was the wrong man arrested for the murders? Bow Street magis-
trate Sir Henry Lovejoy turns to his friend Sebastian St. Cyr, Viscount Devlin, for assis-
tance.

HARRIS, ROBERT FEAR INDEX ($19.99) In the secretive inner circle of the ultra-
rich, Alex Hoffmann is a legend. He has developed an algorithm for playing the finan-
cial markets that generates billions of pounds—and feeds on panic. When one day his
system is threatened by a terrifying intruder who breaches the elaborate security of his
lakeside home, his life becomes a waking nightmare of violence and paranoia. But who
is trying to destroy him? And is it already too late?

HARRIS, SHERRY chloe THREE SHOTS TO THE WIND (#3) ($11.99) Saloon
owner Chloe Jackson appears to have a secret admirer. She’s pouring drinks at the Sea
Glass Saloon in Emerald Cove when an airplane flies by above the beach with a banner
reading I LOVE YOU CHLOE JACKSON. She immediately rules out Rip Barnett.
They are in the early stages of dating and no one has said the L word. Then a bouquet
of lilacs—her favorite flower—is delivered to the bar, followed by an expensive bottle
of her favorite sparkling wine. It couldn’t be...Sure enough, her ex-fiancé from Chica-
go has flown down to Florida for an accountants’ convention. But is he trying to mix
business with pleasure and win her back? Unfortunately he’s not in a hotel conference
room, he’s floating facedown in the lake next to her house, clutching a photo of Chloe.
Who murders an accountant on a business trip—it just doesn’t add up. When Rip be-
comes the prime suspect, Chloe is determined to find the secret murderer. But if she is-
n’t careful, it may be closing time and lights out for her...
HENDRICKS&PEKKANEN GOLDEN COUPLE ($24.99) Wealthy Washington
suburbanites Marissa and Matthew Bishop seem to have it all—until Marissa is unfaith-
ful. Beneath their veneer of perfection is a relationship riven by work and a lack of inti-
macy. She wants to repair things for the sake of their eight-year-old son and because
she loves her husband. Enter Avery Chambers. Avery is a therapist who lost her profes-
sional license. Still, it doesn’t stop her from counseling those in crisis, though they have
to adhere to her unorthodox methods. And the Bishops are desperate. When they glide
through Avery’s door and Marissa reveals her infidelity, all three are set on a collision
course. Because the biggest secrets in the room are still hidden, and it’s no longer simp-
ly a marriage that’s in danger.

HILLIARD, M E UNKINDNESS OF RAVENS ($22.99) Greer Hogan is a librarian
and an avid reader of murder mysteries. She also has a habit of stumbling upon mur-
dered bodies. The first was her husband's, and the tragic loss led Greer to leave New
York behind for a new start in the Village of Raven Hill. But her new home becomes
less idyllic when she discovers her best friend sprawled dead on the floor of the library.
Was her friend's demise related to two other deaths that the police deemed accidental?
Do the residents of this insular village hold dark secrets about another murder, decades
ago? Does a serial killer haunt Raven Hill? As the body count rises, Greer's anxious
musings take a darker turn when she uncovers unexpected and distressing information
about her own husband's death...and the man who went to prison for his murder. She is
racked with guilt at the possibility that her testimony may have helped to convict an in-
nocent man. Though Greer admires the masters of deduction she reads about in books,
she never expected to have to solve a mystery herself. Fortunately, she possesses a




SLEUTH of Baker Street and The Merchant of Menace, an unbeatable combination. e-MOM April 2022 Page 16

quick wit and a librarian's natural resourcefulness. But will that be enough to protect
her from a brilliant, diabolical murderer?

HOAG, TAMI MCKNIGHT IN SHINING ARMOR ($10.99)

HOAG, TAMI MISMATCH ($10.99)

HOAG, TAMI STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART ($8.99)

HOAG, TAMI HEART OF DIXIE ($10.99)

HOAG, TAMI LAST WHITE KNIGHT ($11.99)

HOAG, TAMI broussard THIN DARK LINE (#1) ($13.50)

HOAG, TAMI doucet LUCKYS LADY (#2) ($12.99)

HOAG, TAMI hennessy TROUBLE WITH JJ (#1) ($10.99)

HOAG, TAMI kovac/liska PRIOR BAD ACTS (#3) ($13.50)

HOAG, TAMI kovac/liska COLD COLD HEART (#5) ($16)

HOAG, TAMI quaid horses MAN OF HER DREAMS (#2) ($8.99)

HOAG, TAMI quaid horses TEMPESTUOUS (#3) & RESTLESS HEART ($18)
HOAG, TAMI rainbow HEART OF GOLD (#1) ($10.99)

HOAG, TAMI rainbow KEEPING COMPANY (#2) ($8.99)

HOAG, TAMI rainbow REILLY'S RETURN (#3) ($9.99)

HOLLIS, LEE desert flower POPPY HARMON PILLOW TALK KILLER (#3)
($11.99) Cast in her first role since the 1980s, Poppy has never been more rattled or un-
prepared on a film set. It’s an embarrassing but necessary cover to keep an eye on client
Danika Delgado, a rising starlet and social media influencer with a large following—
including a dangerous stalker who won’t disappear. Unfortunately for Poppy, there’s
more to fear than flubbed lines. When she finds Danika smothered to death in her trailer
at Joshua Tree National Park, the horrifying crime stirs up memories of a man known as
the Pillow Talk Killer during her time as a young actress. A trail of clues urges Poppy,
hunky sidekick Matt Flowers, and the rest of the Desert Flowers Detective Agency
gang on a frantic chase after Danika’s crazed #1 fan. But as co-stars and production
crew members start looking equally suspicious, Poppy must expose a slew of insidious
industry secrets before a murderer rolls out the red carpet for someone else...
HURWITZ, GREGG orphan x DARK HORSE (#7) ($24.99) Evan Smoak is a man
with many identities and a challenging past. As Orphan X, he was a government assas-
sin for the off-the-books Orphan Program. After he broke with the Program, he adopted
a new name and a new mission—The Nowhere Man, helping the most desperate in
their times of trouble. Having just survived an attack on his life and the complete devas-
tation of his base of operations, as well as his complicated (and deepening) relationship
with his neighbor Mia Hall, Evan isn't interested in taking on a new mission. But one
finds him anyway...

ISAKA, KOTARO BULLET TRAIN ($22) A dark, satirical thriller, a bestseller in Ja-
pan, following the perilous train ride of five highly motivated assassins—soon to be a
major film. Satoshi—The Prince—looks like an innocent schoolboy but is really a styl-
ish and devious assassin. Risk fuels him, as does a good philosophical debate, such as
questioning: Is killing really wrong? Kimura’s young son is in a coma thanks to The
Prince, and Kimura has tracked him onto a bullet train heading from Tokyo to Morioka
to exact his revenge. But Kimura soon discovers that they are not the only dangerous
passengers on board. Nanao, also nicknamed Ladybug, the self-proclaimed “unluckiest
assassin in the world,” is put on the bullet train by his boss, a mysterious young woman
called Maria, to steal a suitcase full of money and get off at the first stop. The lethal duo
of Tangerine and Lemon are also traveling to Morioka, and the suitcase leads others to
show their hands. Why are they all on the same train, and who will make it off alive?
JARDINE, QUINTIN skinner DEADLOCK (#33) ($26.99) Sir Robert Skinner's
stock is rising—after retiring from the police service he's been promoted to head an in-
ternational media organisation. Yet a series of unexplained deaths on his home turf in
Scotland threaten to bring him crashing back down to earth. As Skinner helps the elder-
ly in his local community, several residents seem to die of natural causes. But when a
gruesome discovery is made in a Glasgow flat and one of Skinner's long-time friends—
an aspiring politician—emerges as the prime suspect, things become very murky in-
deed. After unpicking clues that go nowhere, Skinner and his team are left grappling the
most baffling conundrum they have ever encountered—is there a mystery at all?
JUBY, SUSAN MINDFUL OF MURDER ($24.99) Meet Helen Thorpe. She’s smart,
preternaturally calm, deeply insightful and a freshly trained butler. On the day she is
supposed to start her career as an unusually equanimous domestic professional serving
one of the wealthiest families in the world, she is called back to a spiritual retreat where
she used to work, the Yatra Institute, on one of British Columbia’s gulf islands. The
owner of the lodge, Helen’s former employer Edna, has died while on a three-month si-
lent self-retreat, leaving Helen instructions to settle her affairs. As Helen carries out the
will’s instructions, she begins to think that someone had reason to want Edna dead. A
reluctantly suspicious investigator, Helen, with the help of her band of butlers, is caught
up in the mystery.
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KANON, JOSEPH LOS ALAMOS ($23) It is the spring of 1945, and in a dusty, re-
mote community, the world’s most brilliant minds have come together in secret. Their
mission: to split an atom and end a war. But among those who have come to Robert Op-
penheimer ’s “enchanted campus” of foreign-born scientists, baffled guards, and rest-
less wives is a simple man in search of a killer. Michael Connolly has been sent to the
middle of nowhere to investigate the murder of a security officer on the Manhattan Pro-
ject. But amid the glimmering cocktail parties and the staggering genius, Connolly will
find more than he bargained for. Sleeping in a dead man’s bed and making love to an-
other man’s wife, Connolly has entered the moral no-man’s-land of Los Alamos. For in
this place of brilliance and discovery, hope and horror, Connolly is plunged into a shad-
owy war with a killer—as the world is about to be changed forever. Published 1997.
KELLY, DIANE house flipper BATTEN DOWN THE BELFRY (#4) ($12.99) Car-
penter Whitney Whitaker and her cousin Buck have successfully flipped houses, but
this is the first time they’ve attempted to renovate a house of worship. Still, the colorful
stained glass in the country church has caught Whitney’s eye, and she’d love to breathe
new life into the abandoned building. What’s more, the place has perfect acoustics.
Could the worship hall be reborn as an entertainment venue with its parsonage repur-
posed as a pre-show bistro? The owner of the horse farm next door has asserted a legal
claim to the church property, rendering their title uncertain. If that’s not bad enough,
while rehabbing the church, Whitney’s cat Sawdust discovers a bombshell in the bell
tower—the body of the man who’d delivered their beautiful new replacement windows.
What transpired in the spire? Who rang the man’s bell and why?

KERNICK, SIMON GOOD COP BAD COP ($26.99) Undercover cop Chris Sketty
became a hero when he almost died trying to stop the most brutal terror attack in UK
history. With the suspects either dead or missing, the real motive remains a mystery.
But someone is convinced Sketty is a liar. A criminal mastermind. A murderer. Black-
mailed into revealing the truth, Sketty will share a twisting tale of betrayal, deception
and murder...with a revelation so shocking that nothing will be the same again.

KIRK, MARGARET mahler IN THE BLOOD (#3) ($17.99) The bloated remains of
a man are discovered bound to a derelict pier in Orkney and newly promoted DCI Lu-
kas Mahler dispatches a team to investigate. But when the body is identified as Alex
Fleming—Mabhler's former colleague from his time in the Met—the case becomes per-
sonal. Mahler's investigation takes him from his old stamping ground of London to the
world of organised crime, and from sixteenth-century witch executions to Fleming's
most notorious unsolved case: the 'Witchfinder' murders. Are the runic symbols found
with Fleming's body proof the killer's struck again—or is there an even darker story to
be uncovered? With pressure mounting from all sides and demons from his own past
surfacing, Mahler is faced with the most complex moral decision of his career.
LACKBERG, CAMILLA hedstrom GIRL IN THE WOODS (#10) ($18.99) When a
four-year-old girl disappears in the woods outside Fjéllbacka, people are horror-struck.
Thirty years ago, a child went missing from the same spot, and was later discovered,
murdered. Back then, two teenage girls were found guilty of the killing. Could one of
them be the culprit this time? Detective Patrik Hedstrom starts investigating, with his
wife, bestselling crime writer Erica Falck, by his side. But as Patrik and Erica dig deep-
er, it seems that everyone in the tight-knit community is hiding something. And soon,
the residents must confront the fact that there could be a murderer in their midst...
LEITCH, FIONA parker MURDER ON THE MENU (#1) ($17.99) Still spinning
from the hustle and bustle of city life, Jodie ‘Nosey’ Parker is glad to be back in the
Cornish village she calls home. Having quit the Met Police in search of something less
dangerous, the change of pace means she can finally start her dream catering company
and raise her daughter, Daisy, somewhere safer. But there’s nothing quite like having
your first job back at home be catering an ex-boyfriend’s wedding to remind you of just
how small your village is. And when the bride vanishes, Jodie is drawn into the investi-
gation, realising that life in the countryside might not be as quaint as she remembers.
With a missing bride on their hands, murder and mayhem lurks around every corner...
But surely saving the day will be a piece of cake for this not-so-amateur sleuth?
LEON, DONNA TRANSIENT DESIRES (#30) ($23.95) In his many years as a com-
missario, Guido Brunetti has seen all manner of crime and known intuitively how to
navigate the various pathways in his native city, Venice, to discover the person respon-
sible. He now faces a heinous crime committed outside his jurisdiction. He is drawn in
innocently enough: two young American women have been badly injured in a boating
accident, joy riding in the Laguna with two young Italians. However, Brunetti’s curiosi-
ty is aroused by the behavior of the young men, who abandoned the victims after taking
them to the hospital. If the injuries were the result of an accident, why did they want to
avoid association with it? As Brunetti and his colleague, Claudia Griffoni, investigate
the incident, they discover that one of the young men works for a man rumored to be in-
volved in more sinister nighttime activities in the Laguna. To get to the bottom of what
proves to be a gut-wrenching case, Brunetti needs to enlist the help of both the Carabi-
nieri and the Guardia di Costiera. Determining how much trust he and Griffoni can put
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in these unfamiliar colleagues adds to the difficulty of solving a peculiarly horrible
crime whose perpetrators are technologically brilliant and ruthlessly organized.
LORAC, E C RTWO WAY MURDER ($22.50) It is a dark and misty night—isn't it
always?—and bachelors Nicholas and Ian are driving to the ball at Fordings, a beautiful
concert hall in the countryside. There waits the charming Dilys Maine, and a party
buzzing with rumours of one Rosemary Reeve who disappeared on the eve of this event
the previous year, not found to this day. With thoughts of mysterious case ringing in
their ears, Dilys and Nicholas strike a stranger on the drive back home, launching a new
investigation and unwittingly reviving the search for what really became of Rosemary
Reeve. Written in the last years of the author's life, this was previously unpublished.
LOWNDES, MARIE BELLOC CHIANTI FLASK ($22.50) An enigmatic young
woman named Laura Dousland stands on trial for murder, accused of poisoning her el-
derly husband, Fordish. It seems clear that the poison was delivered in a flask of Chian-
ti with supper, but according to the couple's servant in the witness-box, the flask disap-
peared the night Fordish died, and all attempts to trace it have come to nothing. The ju-
ry delivers its verdict, but this is just the end of the beginning of this gripping story!
First published in 1934, this exquisitely crafted novel blends the tenets of a traditional
mystery with an exploration of the psychological impact of death, accusation, guilt, and
justice in the aftermath of murder.

LUSTBADER, ERIC VAN KOBALT DOSSIER ($12.99) After thwarting the violent,
international, fascist syndicate known as Nemesis, Evan Ryder returns to Washington,
D.C., to find her secret division of the DOD shut down and her deceased sister’s chil-
dren missing. Now the target of a cabal of American billionaires who were among
Nemesis’s supporters, Evan and her former boss, Ben Butler, must learn to work to-
gether as partners—and navigate their intricate past. Their search will take them from
Istanbul to Odessa to an ancient church deep within the Carpathian Mountains of Ro-
mania. And all along the way, an unimaginable enemy stalks in the shadows, an adver-
sary whose secretive past will upend Evan’s entire world and everything she holds dear.
MACBRIDE, STUART ash COFFINMAKER’S GARDEN (#3) ($12.99) As a mas-
sive storm batters the Scottish coast, Gordon Smith’s home is falling into the sea. The
trouble is: that’s where he’s been hiding the bodies. It’s too dangerous to go near the
place, so there’s no way of knowing how many people he’s murdered. Or how many
more he’ll kill before he’s caught. As more horrors are discovered, ex-detective Ash
Henderson is done playing nice. He’s got a killer to catch, and God help anyone who
gets in his way.

MACDONALD, SIOBHAN GUILTY ($17.99) Doctor Luke Forde has the perfect
life. A respected heart surgeon, he has a rewarding job, a successful wife, and a daugh-
ter, Nina. From their beautiful house overlooking Carberry Lough in County Clare, they
present a portrait of family bliss. But over the course of a weekend, Luke's life spirals
into chaos. It begins with the word 'GUILTY" painted on his boathouse one morning.
Then he spots a chilling notice in the local newspaper. When this is followed by the de-
livery of a small coffin-shaped package, Luke is terrified. Someone knows the dark se-
cret he is hiding. And someone is out to get him. Luke begins to be plagued by horrify-
ing anonymous messages, and it transpires that it's not only Luke the sender is intend-
ing to harm. With strange things happening in the operating theatre, Alison's political
ambitions straining their marriage, and Nina's behaviour sparking all sorts of trouble,
Luke turns to therapist Terence Black. Is the therapist the only one that can save Luke
and his family from the horrendous secrets of the past?

MACMILLAN, GILLY LONG WEEKEND ($24.99) Three couples. Two bodies.
One secret. Dark Fell Barn is a “perfectly isolated” retreat, or so says its website when
Jayne books a reservation for her friends. A quiet place, far removed from the rest of
the world, is exactly what they need. The women arrive for a girls’ night ahead of their
husbands. There’s ex-Army Jayne, hardened and serious, but also damaged. Ruth, the
driven doctor and new mother who is battling demons of her own. Young Emily, just
wed and insecure, the newest addition of this tight-knit band. Missing this year is Edie,
who was the glue holding them together, until her husband died suddenly. But what
they hoped would be a relaxing break soon turns to horror. Upon arrival at Dark Fell
Barn, the women find a devastating note claiming one of their husbands will be mur-
dered. There are no phones, no cell service to check on their men. Friendships fracture
as the situation spins wildly out of control. Betrayal can come in many forms. This
group has kept each other’s secrets for far too long.

MARSH, NGAIO CLUTCH OF CONSTABLES ($23.99) Taking a spontaneous river
cruise through the part of England made famous by the paintings of John Constable,
Agatha Troy, Inspector Alleyn’s painter wife, encounters murder and international art
theft. The story is told through a series of lectures Inspector Alleyn gives at a police
training in the United States. Published 1968.

MORRISON, ROBBIE EDGE OF THE GRAVE (#1) ($19.99) Glasgow, 1932. When
the son-in-law of one of the city's wealthiest shipbuilders is found floating in the River
Clyde with his throat cut, it falls to Inspector Jimmy Dreghorn to lead the murder
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case—despite sharing a troubled history with the victim's widow, Isla Lockhart. From
the flying fists and flashing blades of Glasgow's gangland underworld, to the backstab-
bing upper echelons of government and big business, Dreghorn and his partner 'Bonnie'
Archie McDaid will have to dig deep into Glasgow society to find out who wanted the
man dead and why. All the while, a sadistic murderer stalks the post-war city leaving a
trail of dead bodies in their wake. As the case deepens, will Dreghorn find the killer—
or lose his own life in the process? Set in a city still recovering from WWI, split by reli-
gious division and swarming with razor gangs, Edge of the Grave is the first book in a
dark historical crime series set in 1930s Glasgow.

MOSS, KORINA cheese shop CHEDDAR OFF DEAD (#1) ($12.99) Cheesemonger
Willa Bauer is proving that sweet dreams are made of cheese. She’s opened her very
own French-inspired cheese shop, Curds & Whey, in the heart of the Sonoma Valley.
The small town of Yarrow Glen is Willa's fresh start, and she's determined to make it a
success—starting with a visit from the local food critic. What Willa didn’t know is that
this guy never gives a good review, and when he shows up nothing goes according to
plan. She doesn’t think the night can get any worse... until she finds the critic’s dead
body, stabbed with one of her shop’s cheese knives. Now a prime suspect, Willa has al-
ways believed life’s problems can be solved with cheese, but she’s never tried to apply
it to murder...

MULLER, MARCIA mccone ICE AND STONE (#35) ($12.99) When the bodies of
two Indigenous women are found in the wilderness of northern California, it is only the
latest horrific development in a string of similar crimes in the area. Despite all evidence
to the contrary, officials rule the deaths isolated incidents, which soon join the ranks of
countless other unsolved cases quickly dismissed by law enforcement.

In a town where too many injustices are tolerated or brushed under the rug, only a few
people remain who refuse to let a killer walk free. But Private Investigator Sharon
McCone is one of those few. She is hired by an organization called Crimes against In-
digenous Sisters to go undercover in Meruk County—a community rife with secrets,
lies, and corruption—to expose the truth. In an isolated cabin in the freezing, treacher-
ous woods, McCone must work quickly to unravel a mystery that is rooted in profound
evil—before she becomes the killer’s next target.

O’BRIEN, EDNA HOUSE OF SPLENDID ISOLATION ($23) The heartbreaking di-
lemmas and the noble and bloody history of Ireland come vividly to life in the tale of
Josie, a widow living in a solitary house outside an Irish village, whose home becomes
the hideout of an IRA terrorist. Published 1994.

PARIS, B A DILEMMA ($12.99) It’s Livia’s 40th birthday, and her husband Adam is
throwing her the party of a lifetime to make up for the wedding they never had. Every-
one she loves will be there, except her daughter Marnie, who’s studying abroad. But
Livia is secretly glad Marnie won’t be there. Livia has recently uncovered a secret
about their daughter which, if revealed, will shake the foundation of their family to its
core. She needs to tell Adam, but she’s waiting until the party is over so they can have
this last happy time together. Adam, meanwhile, has his own surprise for Livia: he’s ar-
ranged for Marnie to secretly fly back for the party. But before Marnie arrives, Adam
hears some terrible news. Now he too is faced with a dilemma: Does he share what he's
learned with his wife? Is hiding the truth the same as telling a lie? And how far are Ad-
am and Livia willing to go to protect the ones they love—and give each other a last few
hours of happiness?

PARKER, ROBERT B randall PAYBACK (#9) ($12.99) PI Sunny Randall has often
relied on the help of her best friend Spike in times of need. When Spike's restaurant is
taken over under a predatory loan agreement, Sunny has a chance to return the favor.
She begins digging into the life of the hedge fund manager who screwed Spike over—
surely a guy that smarmy has a skeleton or two in his closet—and soon finds this new
enemy may have the backing of even badder criminals. At the same time, Sunny's cop
contact Lee Farrell asks her to intervene with his niece, a college student who reported
being the victim of a crime but seems to know more than she's telling police. As the un-
cooperative young woman becomes outright hostile, Sunny runs up against a wall that
she's only more determined to scale. Then, what appear to be two disparate cases are
united by a common factor, and the picture becomes even more muddled. But one thing
is clear: Sunny has been poking a hornet's nest from two sides, and all hell is about to
break loose. Written by Mike Lupica.

PATTERSON, JAMES cross KISS THE GIRLS (#2) ($22.99) In Los Angeles, a re-
porter investigating a series of murders is killed. In Chapel Hill, North Carolina, a beau-
tiful medical intern suddenly disappears. In the sequel to Along Came a Spider (#1)
($22.99) Washington D.C.'s Alex Cross is back to solve the most baffling and terrifying
murder case ever. Two clever pattern killers are collaborating, cooperating, competing-
and they are working coast to coast. Published 1994.

PATTERSON, JAMES cross ALONG CAME A SPIDER (#1) ($22.99) Alex Cross is
a homicide detective with a Ph.D. in psychology. He works and lives in the ghettos of
D. C. and looks like Muhammad Ali in his prime. He's a tough guy from a tough part of
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town who wears Harris Tweed jackets and likes to relax by banging out Gershwin tunes
on his baby grand piano. But he also has two adorable kids of his own, and they are his
own special vulnerabilities. Jezzie Flanagan is the first woman ever to hold the highly
sensitive job as supervisor of the Secret Service in Washington. Blond, mysterious, se-
ductive, she's got an outer shell that's as tough as it is beautiful. She rides her black
BMW motorcycle at speeds of no less than 100 mph. What is she running from? What
is her secret? Alex Cross and Jezzie Flanagan are about to have a forbidden love af-
fair—at the worst possible time for both of them. Because Gary Soneji, who wants to
commit the "crime of the century," is playing at the top of his game. Soneji has out-
smarted the FBI, the Secret Service, and the police. Who will be his next victim? Pub-
lished 1993.

PORTER, ANNA hayes HIDDEN AGENDA (#1) ($22.50) Even though the police in-
sist that Judith Hayes's friend, George, killed himself—after all, several people saw him
jump, right in front of the moving train—Judith is not convinced. Published 1985.
QUINN, KATE DIAMOND EYE ($24.99) In 1937 in the snowbound city of Kiev
(now known as Kyiv), wry and bookish history student Mila Pavlichenko organizes her
life around her library job and her young son—but Hitler’s invasion of Ukraine and
Russia sends her on a different path. Given a rifle and sent to join the fight, Mila must
forge herself from studious girl to deadly sniper—a lethal hunter of Nazis known as La-
dy Death. When news of her three hundredth kill makes her a national heroine, Mila
finds herself torn from the bloody battlefields of the eastern front and sent to America
on a goodwill tour. Still reeling from war wounds and devastated by loss, Mila finds
herself isolated and lonely in the glittering world of Washington, DC—until an unex-
pected friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and an even more unexpected con-
nection with a silent fellow sniper offer the possibility of happiness. But when an old
enemy from Mila’s past joins forces with a deadly new foe lurking in the shadows, La-
dy Death finds herself battling her own demons and enemy bullets in the deadliest duel
of her life. Based on a true story...a haunting novel of heroism born of desperation, of a
mother who became a soldier, of a woman who found her place in the world and
changed the course of history forever.

RANKIN, TAN rebus SONG FOR THE DARK TIMES (#23) ($12.99) When his
daughter Samantha calls in the dead of night, John Rebus knows it's not good news. Her
husband has been missing for two days. Rebus fears the worst—and knows from his
lifetime in the police that his daughter will be the prime suspect. He wasn't the best fa-
ther—he job always came first—but now his daughter needs him more than ever. But is
he going as a father or a detective? As he leaves at dawn to drive to the windswept
coast—and a small town with big secrets—he wonders whether this might be the first
time in his life where the truth is the one thing he doesn't want to find...

RAYBOURN, DEANNA speedwell UNEXPECTED PERIL (#6) ($23) January 1889.
As the newest member of the Curiosity Club—an elite society of brilliant, intrepid
women—Veronica Speedwell is excited to put her many skills to good use. As she as-
sembles a memorial exhibition for pioneering mountain climber Alice Baker-Greene,
Veronica discovers evidence that the recent death was not a tragic climbing accident
but murder. Veronica and her natural historian beau, Stoker, tell the patron of the exhib-
it, Princess Gisela of Alpenwald, of their findings. With Europe on the verge of war,
Gisela's chancellor, Count von Rechstein, does not want to make waves—and before
Veronica and Stoker can figure out their next move, the princess disappears. Having
noted Veronica's resemblance to the princess, von Rechstein begs her to pose as Gisela
for the sake of the peace treaty that brought the princess to England. Veronica reluctant-
ly agrees to the scheme. She and Stoker must work together to keep the treaty intact
while navigating unwelcome advances, assassination attempts, and Veronica's own
family—the royalty who has never claimed her.

REICH, CHRISTOPHER riske PALACE (#3) ($22.99) Simon Riske, ex-con and
now "private spy," owes Rafa his life. Once he and De Bourbon were the closest of
friends, until a woman came between them. Riske rushes to Bangkok to secure his
friend's release and overnight, finds himself caught up in a web of intrigue larger and
more dangerous than he could imagine. In hours, it is Riske who finds himself the
wanted man. On the run in a foreign country, pursued by powerful unseen forces who
will stop at nothing until he is killed, Riske must stay alive long enough to uncover the
truth behind an international conspiracy that threatens to wreak carnage across the glit-
tering capitals of Europe. From Bangkok to Singapore and ultimately to Cannes, Riske
enlists the help of a daring investigative reporter, a rogue Mossad agent, and his own
band of home-grown specialists, to thwart the cabal behind the plot, only to learn its
very origins are frighteningly close to his past.

ROSENFELT, DAVID k team ANIMAL INSTINCT (#2) ($23.99) Corey Douglas
and his K-9 partner, a German shepherd named Simon Garfunkel, are recently retired
police officers turned private investigators. Along with fellow former cop Laurie Col-
lins and her investigating partner, Marcus, they call themselves the K Team, in honor of
Simon. The K Team’s latest case—a recent unsolved murder—gives Corey a chance to
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solve "the one that got away". Corey knew the murder victim from his time on the
force, when he was unable to protect her in a domestic dispute. Now, he is convinced
the same abusive boyfriend is responsible for her murder. With some help from Lauri-
e’s lawyer husband, Andy Carpenter, the K Team is determined to prove what the po-
lice could not, no matter the cost. What they uncover is much more sinister than they
could have imagined.

RYAN, HANK PHILLIPPI HER PERFECT LIFE ($23.99) Everyone knows Lily At-
wood—and that may be her biggest problem. The beloved television reporter has it
all—fame, fortune, Emmys, an adorable seven-year-old daughter, and the hashtag her
loving fans created: #PerfectLily. To keep it, all she has to do is protect one life-
changing secret: her own. Lily has an anonymous source who feeds her story tips—but
suddenly, the source begins telling Lily inside information about her own life. How
does he—or she—know the truth? Lily understands that no one reveals a secret unless
they have a reason. Now she’s terrified someone is determined to destroy her world—
and with it, everyone and everything she holds dear. How much will she risk to keep
her perfect life?

SANDFORD, JOHN davenport OCEAN PREY (#31) ($12.99) An off-duty Coast
Guardsman is fishing with his family when he calls in some suspicious behavior from a
nearby boat. It's a snazzy craft, slick and outfitted with extra horsepower, and is zipping
along until it slows to pick up a surfaced diver...a diver who was apparently alone,
without his own boat, in the middle of the ocean. None of it makes sense unless there's
something hinky going on, and his hunch is proved right when all three Guardsmen
who come out to investigate are shot and killed. They're federal officers killed on the
job, which means the case is the FBI's turf. When the FBI's investigation stalls out, they
call in Lucas Davenport. And when his case turns lethal, Davenport will need to bring
in every asset he can claim, including a detective with a fundamentally criminal mind:
Virgil Flowers.

SCARROW, SIMON HONOUR OF ROME ($24.99) A.D. 59. Fifteen years after he
fought Britannia's barbarians during the Roman invasion, Centurion Macro is back. The
province is tense. There is restlessness amongst the tribes that have supposedly accept-
ed Roman rule, while the atmosphere in Londinium is menacing. Newly discharged
from the army, Macro is missing the camaraderie and drama of battle. But soon he will
need all his courage and skills to survive. Gangs of thugs run the city. When Macro re-
sists, a brutal attack serves as punishment and warning. But the mobsters have made a
deadly error. Britannia's veterans stand with their own. And Macro will soon have a
powerful ally: Prefect Cato. Friends who have battled across the Empire together, Mac-
ro and Cato make a formidable team. They will fight to the death to protect the honour
of Rome.

SCHOTT, PHILIPP bannerman FIFTY-FOUR PIGS (#1) ($21.95) Peter is an odd
duck, obsessed with logic and measurable facts, an obsession he puts to good use in his
veterinary practice. When a murder is connected to the swine barn explosion and his
friend Tom becomes the prime suspect, Peter feels compelled to put his reasoning
skills, and his dog Pippin’s remarkable nose, to use to help clear him. The situation
darkens with a second murder and a series of break-ins, including at Peter’s house and
clinic, but Peter has a hard time knowing when he is out of his depth, despite warnings
from his brother-in-law Kevin, an RCMP officer. Ultimately Peter finds himself out in
the middle of a frozen lake during a blizzard, fighting for his life and confronting a hor-
rifying realization he had been blind to all along.

SCOTTOLINE, LISA KEEP QUIET ($11.99) Jake Buckman’s relationship with his
sixteen-year-old son Ryan is not an easy one, so at the urging of his loving wife, Pam,
Jake goes alone to pick up Ryan at their suburban movie theater. On the way home,
Ryan asks to drive on a deserted road, and Jake sees it as a chance to make a connec-
tion. However, what starts as a father-son bonding opportunity instantly turns into a
nightmare. Tragedy strikes, and with Ryan’s entire future hanging in the balance, Jake
is forced to make a split-second decision that plunges them both into a world of guilt
and lies. Jake and Ryan find themselves living under the crushing weight of their secret,
which threatens to tear the whole family apart. . .

SHELTON, PAIGE bookshop DEADLY EDITIONS (#6) ($12.99) It’s a quiet,
snowy morning at The Cracked Spine bookshop, when bookseller Delaney Nichols re-
ceives a mysterious visitor, a messenger. He presents her with a perplexing note: an in-
vitation to a meeting with eccentric socialite Shelagh O'Conner, who requests
Delaney’s participation in an exclusive treasure hunt. Delaney is intrigued, but also cau-
tious: Shelagh, while charming in person, has a reputation for her hijinks as a wealthy
young woman in the '70s. She was even once suspected for the murder of a former boy-
friend, though ultimately cleared of all charges. But Delaney is enticed by the grand
prize at the end of the treasure hunt: a highly valuable first edition copy of The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ($14.99). The winner is also to receive the contents of
Shelagh's vast library, and all participants will earn a large sum of cash. The night after
the first meeting of the treasure hunters, however, several homes in Edinburgh are
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robbed in a manner reminiscent of Shelagh's old tricks. And when a man connected to
Shelagh is killed, suspicion builds. Except Shelagh herself has disappeared from her
home, seemingly kidnapped by the villain. Terror mounts throughout the city as
Delaney attempts to solve the mystery, while trying to evade the killer's clutches. But
it’s hard to know who to trust when around every corner, a new monster could be lurk-
ing.

SHINDLER, WILL alex finn KILLING CHOICE (#2) ($17.99) A Friday night and
Karl and his daughter Leah are on their weekly evening stroll through Crystal Palace
Park. From out of the shadows, a figure wearing a blank mask ambushes them, armed
with a large knife. Karl is forced to make an impossible decision: stay and die, or walk
away from Leah with a knife at her throat and the promise that they will both survive.
Could Karl ever live with himself if he left his daughter? Does he really have a choice?
SIGURDARDOTTIR, LILJA arora COLD AS HELL (#1) ($21.95) Icelandic sisters
Aréra and {safold live in different countries and aren‘t on speaking terms, but when
their mother loses contact with Isafold, Aréra reluctantly returns to Iceland to find her
sister. But she soon realizes that her sister isn’t avoiding her ... she has disappeared,
without trace. As she confronts fsafold’s abusive, drug- deahng boyfriend Bjorn, and be-
gins to probe her sister’s reclusive neighbours—who have their own reasons for staying
out of sight—Aréra is led into an ever-darker web of intrigue and manipulation. Baffled
by the conflicting details of her sister’s life, and blinded by the shiveringly bright mid-
night sun of the Icelandic summer, Ardra enlists the help of police officer Daniel, as she
tries to track her sister’s movements, and begins to tail Bjorn — but she isn’t the only
one watching.

STEN, CAMILLA LOST VILLAGE ($23.99) Documentary filmmaker Alice Lind-
stedt has been obsessed with the vanishing residents of the old mining town, dubbed
“The Lost Village,” since she was a little girl. In 1959, her grandmother’s entire family
disappeared in this mysterious tragedy, and ever since, the unanswered questions sur-
rounding the only two people who were left—a woman stoned to death in the town cen-
ter and an abandoned newborn—have plagued her. She’s gathered a small crew of
friends in the remote village to make a film about what really happened. But there will
be no turning back. Not long after they’ve set up camp, mysterious things begin to hap-
pen. Equipment is destroyed. People go missing. As doubt breeds fear and their very
minds begin to crack, one thing becomes startlingly clear to Alice: they are not alone.
STOCKWIN, JULIAN kydd ADMIRAL'S DAUGHTER (#8) ($34.50) Thomas Kydd
and Nicholas Renzi return to England in 1803 after tumultuous episodes on the other
side of the world to find England in peril of starvation and bankruptcy. Kydd is placed
back in command of his beloved vessel, "Teazer," but he barely has time to prep her for
the sea when he is sent on an urgent mission. Smugglers, enemy privateers, and treach-
erous sea conditions await Kydd on his journey to northern France on the eve of war,
but equally worrisome events are occurring ashore. A growing attachment to the admi-
ral's daughter curbs Kydd's blissful reunion with "Teazer" and he is forced to make a
terrible decision that may cause the end of his friendship with Renzi—or the end of his
naval career.

SWANSON, PETER NINE LIVES ($23.99) Nine strangers receive a list with their
names on it in the mail. Nothing else, just a list of names on a single sheet of paper.
None of the nine people know or have ever met the others on the list. They dismiss it as
junk mail, a fluke—until very, very bad things begin happening to people on the list.
First, a well-liked old man is drowned on a beach in the small town of Kennewick,
Maine. Then, a father is shot in the back while running through his quiet neighborhood
in suburban Massachusetts. A frightening pattern is emerging, but what do these nine
people have in common? Their professions range from oncology nurse to aspiring ac-
tor, and they’re located all over the country. So why are they all on the list, and who
sent it? FBI agent Jessica Winslow, who is on the list herself, is determined to find out.
Could there be some dark secret that binds them all together? Or is this the work of a
murderous madman? As the mysterious sender stalks these nine strangers, they find
themselves constantly looking over their shoulders, wondering who will be crossed off
next...

THOR, BRAD horvath BLACK ICE (#20) ($12.99) Scot Harvath is having his best
summer ever. With a cottage on the fjord, a boat, and his beautiful girlfriend Selvi, he’s
got everything he could possibly want. But out of vacation days and long overdue back
home, America’s top spy has a decision to make—return, or submit his resignation.
When his deadly past comes calling, though, he’ll be left with no choice at all. Leaving
his favorite Oslo café, Harvath watches as a ghost climbs out of a taxi—a man he killed
years ago, halfway around the world. How is he still alive? And what is he doing in
Norway? In a race against time that will take him high above the Arctic Circle, Harvath
is tested in ways he has never imagined and pushed to a limit few human beings could
ever endure. If he succeeds, he’ll walk away with everything. If he fails, the United
States and its allies will be at the mercy of one of the world’s most dangerous actors.
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WALLACE, AURALEE evenfall WHEN THE CROW’S AWAY (#2) ($11.99) The
ghost of a recently deceased chocolatier believes he was murdered, and it's up to young
witch Brynn Warren to use her magical gifts and old-fashioned sleuthing skills to find
out how he really met his bitter end..

WARD, ANNIE LYING CLUB ($24.99) Three women. Two bodies. One big lie... At
an elite private school nestled in the Colorado mountains, a tangled web of lies draws
together three vastly different women. Natalie, a young office assistant, dreams of hav-
ing a life like those of the school moms she deals with every day. Women like Brooke,
a gorgeous heiress, ferociously loving mother and serial cheater; and Asha, an overa-
chieving and overprotective mom who suspects her husband of having an affair. Their
fates are bound by their relationships with Nicholas, the handsome, charming assistant
athletic director, who Natalie loves, Brooke wants and Asha needs. But when two bod-
ies are carried out of the school early one morning, it seems the jealousy between moth-
ers and daughters, rival lovers and the haves and have-nots has shattered the surface of
this isolated, affluent town—a town where people will stop at nothing to get what they
want.

WHISHAW, IONA winslow FRAMED IN FIRE (#9) ($16.95) It’s early spring 1948
and Lane arrives in New Denver to find that her friend, Peter Barisoff, is not at home.
Instead, in a nearby meadow, she encounters Tom, an Indigenous man in search of his
ancestral lands. Lane is intrigued. Unfortunately, once Peter returns home, the day takes
a gloomy turn when the trio uncovers human remains next to Peter’s garden, and Lane
must tell her husband, Inspector Darling, that she’s inadvertently stumbled into his pro-
fessional domain—again.

WIEBE, SAM wakeland HELL AND GONE (#3) ($24.95) In one moment of public
violence, everything changes for Dave Wakeland. When masked men and women
storm an office building in Chinatown, leaving a trail of carnage, the Vancouver PI and
his partner, Jeff Chen, find themselves caught up in a mystery that won't let them go.
The police have a vested interest in finding the shooters, and so does the leader of the
Exiles motorcycle gang. Both want Wakeland’s help. The deeper he investigates, the
more connections he uncovers: a reclusive millionaire with ties to organized crime, an
international security company with a sinister reputation, and a high-ranking police of-
ficer who seems to have a personal connection to the case. When the shooters them-
selves start turning up dead, Wakeland realizes the only way to guarantee his own safe-
ty, and that of the people he loves, is by finding out who hired the shooters and why.
What Wakeland uncovers are secrets no one wants known. ..

WILLINGHAM, STACY FLICKER IN THE DARK ($24.99) When Chloe Davis was
twelve, six teenage girls went missing in her small Louisiana town. By the end of the
summer, her own father had confessed to the crimes and was put away for life, leaving
Chloe and the rest of her family to grapple with the truth and try to move forward while
dealing with the aftermath. Now twenty years later, Chloe is a psychologist in Baton
Rouge and getting ready for her wedding. While she finally has a fragile grasp on the
happiness she’s worked so hard to achieve, she sometimes feels as out of control of her
own life as the troubled teens who are her patients. So when a local teenage girl goes
missing, and then another, that terrifying summer comes crashing back. Is she paranoid,
seeing parallels from her past that aren't actually there, or for the second time in her life,
is Chloe about to unmask a killer?

WINSPEAR, JACQUELINE dobb SUNLIT WEAPON (#17) ($23.99 trade paper-
back, $34.99 hardcover) See the hardcover section for an annotation.

WITTING, CLIFFORD charlton CATT OUT OF THE BAG (#4) ($25.99) How,
where, and why was a man—a commercial traveller who turns out to be a polygamist—
suddenly removed from a group of carol singers on that cold night? It appeared that
someone else as well as Mrs de Frayn was a clever organizer; every cog in the machin-
ery of this crime was smooth running, and as with a perfect machine, no flaw could be
detected in the "finished" product, at least, until...Published 1939.

WOOD, TREVOR mullen ONE WAY STREET (#2) ($17.99) The word on the street
is that a rogue batch of Spice—the zombie drug sweeping the inner cities—is to blame,
but when one of Jimmy's few close friends is caught up in the carnage, loyalty compels
him to find out what's really going on. As his probation officer constantly reminds him:
all he needs to do is keep out of trouble. Sadly for him, trouble seems to have a habit of
tracking Jimmy down. The welcome return of Jimmy Mullen, the homeless, PTSD-
suffering, veteran as he attempts to rebuild his life following the events in The Man on
the Street (#1) ($17.99).




