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Greetings                                                       July 2005

By the time you get this Bloody Words VI will have come and gone. In case you are not aware of it, BW is an annual mystery conference—much like Left Coast Crime, Malice Domestic or Magna Cum Murder—that takes place in Toronto. Well, to be absolutely correct it has been in Toronto five of the six years, Ottawa being the other location, and there is talk of BW going on the road in the future, but for all intents and purposes it is the Toronto mystery convention. Anne Perry and Maureen Jennings were the guests of honour this year and some of the other authors present were Giles Blunt, Peter Robinson, Caroline Roe, Robert Sawyer, and Ed Hoch. For a complete list visit their site at www.BloodyWords.com and maybe even bookmark it for next year. We are, of course, biased but June is a wonderful time to be in Toronto and we’d like it if you were to put BW on your calendar for 2006. You could come visit us.

A big thank you to all who contributed so very generously to the Sunnybrook Run for Research. All the funds have been turned over and your charitable donation receipt will be forwarded in the fullness of time. Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Everybody seems to have holidays and time-off on their brain, so without too much further ado...
[image: image4.wmf]
In the last newsletter, I wrote about several advance copies that I had read. Some of those titles are now in stock: Double Eagle ($34.95) by JAMES TWINING, Blood Eagle ($34.95 hardcover, $24.95 trade paperback) by CRAIG RUSSELL, The Black Angel ($34.50) by JOHN CONNOLLY and One Shot ($33) by LEE CHILD. I won't talk about them again except to say that The Black Angel is signed and comes with a music CD.

Blood of the Innocents ($39.95) by CHRIS COLLETT is the follow-up to the wonderful Worm in the Bud ($10.95). DI Tom Mariner is investigating the separate disappearances of two teenagers: Ricky Skeet, a young black lad who ran off after an argument with his mother's latest boyfriend, and Yasmin Akram, the seventeen year old daughter of devout Muslims. I expected Anna and her autistic brother Jamie to be major characters in the book, as they were in the first, but they are not. After I got over my initial disappointment, I thoroughly enjoyed this police procedural.

The Sacred Cut ($19.99 for a hardcover!!!!) by DAVID HEWSON is the third in his Nic Costa series set in Rome, the first two being Season for the Dead and Villa of Mysteries ($9.99 each). Marian and I are fans of this author and we both had to pick this title as one of our faves. Costa and Peroni are investigating the murder of a woman, found buried in snow in the Pantheon, her back mutilated. The FBI arrive to try and close down the Roman investigation. Costa's not having any of it and wants to know why. It seems that this is not the first mutilated body and the feds want to cover up a conspiracy. A terrific series that just gets better and better.

Cold Granite ($34.95 hardcover, $24.95 trade paperback) is STUART MACBRIDE‘s first book and introduces us to DS Logan McRae and the Scottish city of Aberdeen. McRae has returned to work after a year on sick leave after being wounded on the job. He is assigned the worst possible case: the murder of a four year old boy. Everybody wants this case solved 'tout de suite' but that just isn't going to happen. A much heralded debut and as the belly band says: "A must for all fans of RANKIN and REBUS."

One of my picks from July 2004, The Hundredth Man by JACK KERLEY is now out in paperback ($10.99). This is a debut, set in Alabama, that introduces police detective Carson Ryder. Carson is investigating a series of murders in Mobile and turns, for insight, to his psychopath brother, institutionalized for committing similar crimes. A page turner. Kerley's next book, The Death Collectors ($35.00) has just arrived and, joy, Carson is back!!! I've just started it and the first chapter is a wow!
I also really like Marian's picks: The Closers ($36.95) by MICHAEL CONNELLY and One Shot ($33.00) by LEE CHILD. I mentioned the Child in the May newsletter but I was told, on pain of having my right foot stomped, that Marian was winning this fight. I guess that's fair - I usually have my way with the picks. 

I know that Marian gets anxious when I talk about future publications (will they really arrive?) but I have to tell you about one more mystery that is due out in the summer: Cold Kill ($25.00 tentative price, trade paperback) by DAVID LAWRENCE. This will be the third mystery featuring DS Stella Mooney, sequel to The Dead Sit Round in a Ring ($11.99) and Nothing Like the Night ($10.99). Mooney is investigating the murder of a young woman. Robert Kimber walks into the station and confesses to the crime. Kimber is a disturbed individual and Stella is not sure about his confession so Kimber is released for several reasons. As events unfold and the investigation continues, it appears that Kimber may be the apprentice/pawn of a very evil, calculating someone. 

I am really looking forward to reading Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince ($41.00) . I got so excited about the release of the book that I thought we should have a Harry ‘Potted’ party. Thanks to Ann for the ‘Potted’ idea. So I have been merrily sampling various combinations of cocktails to get ready for the big night. Homefront, a wonderful shop across the street from the Sleuth, has some neat martini glasses that I am going to use that night. Buy the book keep the glass. I even have glasses for the kids who may come with mom and dad. Not as nice as the martini glasses but not bad. So I hope you can make it. Please see page 24 for more details.
Whenever I go to a farmers’ market everything looks so fresh and tasty that I want to buy it all. I arrive home laden with produce and with great ambitions of preserving the fruits and vegetables, of making jams and chutneys, but end up just eating the lot or making soups because I can never find the time to preserve. I do however buy a bushel of tomatoes every year and make some delightful chili sauce from a recipe my dear mom had (having been the happy recipient of many jars of the famed chili sauce, not to mention pots of soup, I can tell you first hand that she exaggerates not when she says delightful—JD). But I really need a month off at a time instead of my (sometimes) two days a week. It wasn’t until last year that I actually started taking ‘a weekend’, albeit Wednesday and Thursday, but I have come to love my days off and wish each of those days was a little longer, as I’m sure all of us do.

Summer reading is truly a gift that should be enjoyed as much as possible. There is nothing more relaxing than a good book, a good drink—tea, coffee, champagne (my favourite)—and some peace and quiet. This summer there are so many good books to read that I don’t have the space to list everything. Your mood dictates what type of book you crave: fast and serious, slow and detailed, or funny and light. I tend to like the lighter books for summer; having said that, what I always want is a book that is entertaining. 
Reading is not only a business but it is also one of my greatest pleasures and when a MICHAEL CONNELLY book arrives in the store everything stops as we all read a page or two of the first chapter. The Closers ($36.95) does not disappoint. I can’t explain the feeling I get when I read one of Michael’s Harry Bosch novels. It’s like going to Los Angeles and being Harry’s partner as he solves his cases and catches the bad guys. In Closers Harry has his LAPD badge back and is assigned to reviewing cold cases. Same old Harry, still ruffling feathers, as he investigates the murder of a sixteen-year-old girl back in 1988. That’s a lot of old ground to cover. Brilliant.

Another writer who’s good for a great read every time is LEE CHILD and his latest, One Shot ($33.00), is no exception. James Barr, a retired military sniper, walks into a parking garage and starts shooting indiscriminately. Arrested, he asks for Reacher. There are good reasons why Reacher is the last person he should want to see but the author has a way of twisting and turning the plot so that you are never sure what is going to happen from one page to the next. Reacher has no home, almost no love life, and travels light. When he wants clean clothes he goes and buys them, but he is always there to right a wrong or to stand up for the little guy. The kind of guy you would want to have on your side. And the perfect summer read. His earlier paperbacks: Killing Floor, Die Trying, Tripwire, Running Blind, Echo Burning, Without Fail ($10.99 each) , Persuader, and his latest, The Enemy ($11.99 each), which is really a prequel to the first novel when Reacher is still serving in the Military Police. 

JUSTIN SCOTT is a new writer that I will read more of. JD was talking about him and suggested I try him. I rarely like the books that JD likes but he wouldn’t stop. So, in the interest of peace and quiet, I did read FrostLine ($10.50). And I liked it a lot. His style reminds me of ROBERT CRAIS or TIM COCKEY. The character, real estate agent Ben Abbott, is a bit sarcastic and a lot laid back. But I’m going to let JD tell you more about him. 
VICTORIA LAURIE, with two novels featuring psychic Abby Cooper, is another new author for me. I know, I know, a psychic. And I too was skeptical until I read the author bio. and learnt that in real life she actually helped the police with some of their investigations. Abby Cooper, Psychic Eye ($8.99) introduces the character who does readings for people and ends up dating a cop, and well, you can guess where that goes. While the murder is serious, the writing is light and the characters are really interesting. The second book, Better Read Than Dead ($9.99), takes up where the first one left off, so do read them in order. Be neat to meet the author and have her do a reading for me.

DAVID HEWSON has written a number of books but Wendy and I have enjoyed his recent novels set in Rome featuring policemen Nic Costa and Gianni Peroni. You won’t be disappointed in any of the three available, but there is an edge to them, one I quite like. Season for the Dead, and Villa of Mysteries ($9.99) are available in paperback and the latest, The Sacred Cut, is a UK hardcover that is only $19.99. The setting is very evocative and it’s amazing how corrupt the Italian police seem to be. (Not our heroes, of course). I also like the fact that Nic is a vegetarian and a runner, and no, that doesn’t overshadow the plot. Remember that even Wendy, our non-running omnivore, likes this series. 

Just a quick mention of some other fine summer reads.
JOE KONRATH introduces insomniac Chicago cop Jacqueline Daniels in Whiskey Sour  ($9.99). She is flat broke as her boyfriend left her and she uses the Shopping Channel as therapy. The murders are not nice but the interaction between Jack and her binge-eating partner Herb Benedict is great.  
I mentioned Skinny Dipping  ($9.99) by CLAIRE MATTURRO in the last newsletter. It’s a good summer read featuring Florida lawyer Lilly Cleary, who represents doctors in malpractice suits. Lighthearted and fun, I also read and enjoyed the second in the series, Wildcat Wine ($33.95).
I would not have thought a character who wrote soap operas would make for interesting reading but I have read both books by LINDA PALMER, Love is Murder ($8.99) and Love Her To Death ($9.99), featuring Morgan Tyler, and found her charming. They are, again, in the lighter vein, with a dollop of romance between Morgan and the cop thrown in because that’s what happens in soap operas..
Worm in the Bud ($10.95) by CHRIS COLLETT is terrific and it’s now available in paperback. Remember, this is the novel that features Anna Barham, busy, selfish and self-centered, and the changes in her when she is forced to take over the care of her autistic brother? Well it’s even more terrific now at $10.95!

Two more STEWART PAWSON novels have been released: Judas Sheep and Last Reminder ($10.95 each), numbers three and four in the series featuring Yorkshire policeman Charlie Priest. I never read more that two books in a row by the same author, fearing that I’ll get fed up with the characters but that did not happen with dear Charlie. And don’t worry too much about reading them in order; the novels stand well on their own. We have all had to read them in random order, as they became available, and it did not seem to matter very much. Excellent series. The first, incidentally, is The Picasso Scam ($12.95).

Read some great books recently that I’d love to tell you about.
JESS WALTER is amazing. Now I told you about him in an earlier newsletter but I’m going to reiterate as his new novel Citizen Vince ($32.95) has just been published and I want to make sure you read him. Walter is the author of three books to date—he’s good for at least another twenty more as he looks to be a thirty-something—but what terrific reads those are. In 2001 he wrote the first of two Detective Caroline Mabry novels, Over Tumbled Graves ($19.95) in which you meet Caroline and her partner, the much older, much more cynical Alan Dupree, as they investigate a series of murders. Someone is killing women and leaving their bodies in Riverfront Park, a large park along the banks of the Spokane River in Spokane, Washington. Sure, this is pretty much a police procedural but it’s a good one. Alan is burnt out, wants to get out of the force and is a bit of a handful for his supervisors. Caroline is younger, not quite as jaded and still believes that she’s doing good. Their relationship is interesting and one of the things that elevates the novel to something more than just a mere police procedural.

By the time you get to Land of the Blind ($19.95), the second novel, Alan has left the force and Caroline is flying solo. While working the weekend night shift Caroline encounters a seemingly unstable but charming derelict who wishes to confess to a crime. But he insists on writing out his confession longhand. So for the next two days while he writes out his confession Caroline investigates the crimes to which he is confessing. This one is “Wonderful”—Sherman Alexie; “Intelligently written, bittersweet and thoroughly absorbing…”--Seattle Times; “Extraordinary”—Sleuth of Baker Street. Read the pair of them, and in the correct order, and I promise you two great reads.
Then comes Citizen Vince ($32.95). And I loved it as well. As did David so I’m going to let him tell you about it a little further on.
Finally got around to reading Double Eagle ($34.95) by JAMES TWINING and Wendy and Marian were right. Not that I doubted them, of course! It’s a great summer read. (Funny how both of us picked this author in the last newsletter. What does that say about who you should listen to first!—Marian and Wendy). 
And while I’m confessing, I also got around to reading another recent Marian’s Picks, Jacquot and the Waterman ($24.95 trade paperback) by MARTIN O’BRIEN. Not without flaws, but a fine debut novel. The flaws? The whole thing is wrapped up in a few pages leaving one with the impression that the author had decided that 400 pages was enough and it was time to start work on the sequel, which, incidentally, will be called Jacquot and the Angel and is due this September. (Cloth and trade paperback) The huge cast of characters, all with unpronounceable names is tough work to keep straight. And, finally, it’s 400 pages long. But I read it all and am quite looking forward to the sequel.(Ditto.—Wendy and Marian)

JUSTIN SCOTT is a very recent discovery for me; he’s only written some twenty-odd novels! I happened to chance on a copy of FrostLine, ($10.50 in paperback, $36.95 in cloth) the latest in the Ben Abbott series—another Poisoned Pen Press publication by the way—and not sure why I picked it up, but pick it up I did and what a pleasant surprise. Ben Abbott has come home to quaint Newbury, Connecticut, having served three years in jail for insider trading and now whiles away his time as a real estate broker. He gets caught up in a nasty land battle between two neighbours: cantankerous Vietnam Vet Richard Butler a small-time dairy farmer, and Harry King, a high-powered former diplomat and owner of the palatial estate next door. Harry King wants Ben to act as a mediator in buying a sliver of Butler’s property that juts into Harry’s peace and quiet and the dispute is getting nasty. Threats are made on both sides and Richard’s son, Dicky, another piece of work, is killed. Since the local sheriff is a dolt, Abbott starts to investigate. This is a thoroughly good read. Small town setting, full of quirky characters, and, best of all, written in the first person, as all the finest private eye novels should be. Fans of Robert Crais would love this. I’m looking forward to going back to the beginning and reading HardScape and StoneDust ($22 each in trade paperback) Actually both Marian and I are champing at the bit…

You might remember my telling you about Hot Plastic ($20 trade paperback) by PETER CRAIG a year or so ago and how much I had liked it. His follow-up novel is Blood Father ($31.95) and I’m going to let David tell you about it also. I’ll just say here that this guy is a phenomenal writer and I’m glad David introduced me to him. 

Another great debut novel is Safe in Heaven Dead by SAMUEL LIGON ($19.95 trade paperback). Told from the end to the beginning, an approach that a number of recent novels have taken—In the Company of Liars by DAVID ELLIS ($36 Putnam) to mention a good one—this is the story of Robert Elgin, who, after stumbling upon a secret slush fund his political bosses have been skimming off of the public, takes the money and runs, abandoning, in the process, his wife and children. All this comes at a particularly tough time in their lives; his five-year-old daughter has been abused by an eleven-year-old neighbour, his in-laws seem to have gotten the preposterous idea that he too has been abusing his daughter, the marriage is on shaky grounds, the two cannot agree on how best to deal with their daughter’s situation… He had been living in a hotel for a while and taking the money and running seemed to be the answer to all of his problems. So, off he runs. And, now he’s stuck. He doesn’t really want to abandon his family, but he can’t just go back either. The back to front approach works rather well here, and, as the New York Times Book Review says; “Ligon is firmly in control, laying out the elements of the story like the pieces of a giant jigsaw puzzle.” 

Citizen Vince ($32.95) by JESS WALTER is a crime novel that defies description. Not since MARTIN CLARK’s The Many Aspects of Mobile Home Living ($20) has there been a protagonist as quirky yet believable as Vincent Camden, the title character in Jess Walter’s third novel. Walter is the author of two previous novels, Over Tumbled Graves and Land of the Blind ($19.95 each), both solid efforts. But with Citizen Vince, he succeeds in bringing the intensity of Over Tumbled Graves and the humour of Land of the Blind and blending them perfectly onto the page. Imagine George V. Higgins with an off-the-wall sense of humour and you’ll have some idea of what to expect. Vince Camden (real name Marty Hagen) is in the witness protection program and has been sent to Spokane, Washington to start over and hopefully walk the straight and narrow. Vince runs a donut shop and fights to keep his nose clean; generally warms to his life as a regular working stiff. He even registers to vote in the upcoming election (which provides a very smart secondary plot) as he transforms into ‘Citizen Vince’. But the mob haven’t forgotten him and there’s a crooked cop who’s taken an interest, and Vince must find a way to keep his new found tranquility and avoid lapsing back into his old life. This novel is suspenseful, intelligent and at times, hilarious. If it isn’t THE BOOK to read while stretched out on a lawn chair, cold beer at your side, then I don’t know what is.

THOMAS KELLY has been quietly establishing a successful career writing fast-moving literary thrillers shot through with political intrigue. The Rackets ($20) is a hard-hitting story providing a gripping exploration of both the big city and labour union corruption that detonates when Jimmy Dolan of the New York City Mayor’s office punches mafia-connected Teamster boss Frankie Keefe. Jimmy’s father is running against Keefe for the union’s presidency and Frankie Keefe has been flapping his mouth a little too much for Jimmy’s liking. Jimmy loses his temper along with his promising career and is forced back to his old neighbourhood and his old job on a construction site. The story takes another gritty turn when Jimmy’s father is killed in what looks and smells like a hatchet job by Keefe and his weasels. Jimmy decides to run for the top job in his Father’s place, and along the way must navigate a course through mobsters, hit men and an underhanded, powerful city government. Kelly’s writing is sure-handed and his dialogue crackles. If you like The Rackets be sure to check out his newest, Empire Rising ($35).

A couple of years ago PETER CRAIG wrote an entertaining novel called Hot Plastic ($20). J.D. was a big fan of the book and recommended it to me. (I was sure it was the other way around, but who remembers?—JD) It was a lot of fun and read like a cross between Jim Thompson and K. C. Constantine. Well, Craig is back with another action-packed yet thoughtful effort called Blood Father ($31.95). In the hands of a lesser writer, this story might have become a paint-by-numbers suspense novel, forgotten ten minutes after the reader flipped the final page. But Peter Craig knows how to balance the story’s elements and drag you in. Lydia Carson is a screw-up, always making bad choices and always under the spell of her criminal boyfriend. I don’t want to give away too much here, but Lydia is forced to play a part in a heist and her criminal boyfriend winds up dead. And his contacts are out to find Lydia. The cops are naturally interested in her as well. Lydia’s father—and perhaps role model?—John Link is recently out of prison and long estranged from his daughter. And he is eager and able to help Lydia to fight her demons and turn her life around. Don’t let the premise fool you. This is a nicely written, tightly wound tale that, like the books of Norman Green, contains a great subtext about the complexity of family. A great summer read, Blood Father will leave you satisfied and wondering when the movie will come out. 


ABRAHAMS, PETER  OBLIVION  ($34.95) (Morrow) Nick Petrov is a brilliant private investigator with a reputation for bringing missing children safely home. When a woman approaches him to find her missing daughter he is suspicious. With the case almost finished he awakes in a hospital bed, his memory of the past two weeks a complete blank, his personality altered. He is tempted to put the trauma behind him, but there are too many things holding him back. 

ALBERT, SUSAN WITTIG TALE OF HILL TOP FARM    ($34.00) Cottage tales of Beatrice Potter.

ANSCOMBE, RODERICK  INTERVIEW ROOM  ($34.95) Working in a maximum security prison for the criminally insane psychiatrist Paul Lucas has become an expert in detecting lies. He is working on an outpatient basis with Craig Cavanaugh, the scion of a wealthy family, poised, knowing and articulate. Craig is a Harvard man whose obsessive crush on a teaching assistant led him to stalk her and landed him in Paul’s care.

APODACA, JENNIFER  BATTERIES REQUIRED  (#4)  ($31.00)  (Kensington) When her best friend Angel disappears, Samantha Shaw goes on the case. The first three featuring dating service owner Samantha Shaw are: Dating Can Be Murder, Dying to Meet You and Ninja Soccer Moms ($7.99 each).

AUBERT, ROSEMARY  RED MASS  ($31.95) (Bridge Works) The final installment in the series featuring Judge Ellis Portal. Once homeless, now readmitted to the practice of law, he watches in horror as his former law classmate and enemy, Supreme Court Justice John Stoughton-Melville, is led off in handcuffs, charged with murder. Portal is tricked into serving as his defense counsel. Also available in trade paperback at $24.95. 

BARCLAY, LINWOOD  BAD GUYS  (#2)  ($30.00) (Bantam) Stay-at-home science fiction writer Zack Walker has taken a job as a features writer for a city newspaper. While researching his first article he stumbles upon a real-life crime scene, but what seems like an ordinary hit-and-run may actually be linked to a gang homicide. Sequel to Bad Move ($10.99).

BARON, MICHAEL  MOURNING SEXTON  ($33.95) (Doubleday) Attorney David Hirsch was convicted of embezzlement and sent to federal penitentiary for seven years. Now he just wants to patch things up with his daughter and build up a modest legal practice. He is asked for his help with a product liability case involving the death of the daughter of one of his fellow members of the daily Minyan, only to discover that the lawsuit conceals a deliberate murder.

BATEMAN, COLIN  MURPHY’S REVENGE  ($34.95) (Headline) Someone has started killing the killers and Detective Martin Murphy goes undercover and joins the group Confront, a support group for relatives of murder victims.

BERRY, STEVE  THIRD SECRET  ($29.95) (Ballantine) In 1917 The Virgin Mary appeared to three children in Fatima, Portugal, and shared three secrets with them. Two of the secrets were soon revealed and the third was disclosed in the year 2000. When revealed, its puzzling tone and anticlimactic nature left many of the faithful wondering if the Church has truly revealed all of the Virgin Mary’s words. Papal secretary Father Colin Michener is concerned for the Pope who is distressed over the revelations in Fatima. WhenAZZ (Paddington) the Pope sends Michener to the Romanian highlands in search of a venerable priest, possibly one of the last people on Earth who knows Mary’s true message, a perilous set of events unfold. His two earlier novels are: are The Amber Room and The Romanov Prophecy ($10.99 each).

BOND, LARRY  DANGEROUS GROUND  ($34.95) (Forge) The crew on board the USS Memphis, a dilapidated old submarine that should have been mothballed years ago, feel hostile towards their new mission and the scientists on board. The new president of the USA wants them to sneak illegally into Russia’s coastal waters and recon the leaking nuclear fuel containers hidden on the floor of the Arctic Ocean. 

BOOTH, STEPHEN  DEAD PLACE  (#6) ($34.95 hardcover, $24.95 trade paperback) (Harper Collins, UK) Detective Diane Fry is certain the anonymous caller who is taunting the Derbyshire Police is a serial killer and DC Ben Cooper is looking into a case of body snatching. Hot off the press…

BORN, JAMES O  SHOCK WAVE (#2) ($36.00) (Putnam) Florida Department of Law Enforcement agent Bill Tasker reluctantly teams up with the FBI on a case involving a stolen Stinger missile. Walking Money ($9.99) is number one.

BOX, C J  OUT OF RANGE  (#5)  ($35.00) (Putnam) Wyoming game warden Joe Pickett is assigned temporarily to run his friend’s district after his friend committed suicide. Despite the pressures of his new job Joe begins to question the circumstances of the suicide. The first four in the series are: Open Season, Savage Run, Winterkill, and Trophy Hunt ($9.99 each).

BRETT, SIMON  WITNESS AT THE WEDDING  (#6) ($34.95) (Macmillan) Carole Seddon’s son, Stephen, is about to be married to Gaby but Gaby’s father is found murdered and Gaby seems to be the next victim. Secrets concealed for thirty years rear their ugly heads. The others in this fine series are: The Body on the Beach ($10.99), Death on the Downs, Torso in the Town, Murder in the Museum and Hanging in the Hotel ($9.99 each).

BROGAN, JAN  CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE  ($33.95) (Mysterious) Prize winning investigative reporter Hallie Ahern compromised a big story and is now in self-imposed exile in Providence, Rhode Island. At a convenience store one evening she witnesses the brutal slaying of the store owner and is determined to get the big scoop.

BROWN, DALE  ACT OF WAR  ($32.95) (Morrow) Army Major Jason Richter is called in with his top secret high-tech military unit when an oil refinery belonging to one of the world’s largest multinational energy companies is destroyed by a “backpack” nuclear device. 

BROWN, DAN  ANGELS AND DEMONS ILLUSTRATED EDITION  ($48.00) Add this one to your The Da Vinci Code Illustrated Edition ($48) and have a matched set.  

BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F  LAST CALL FOR BLACKFORD OAKES  ($32.95) (Harcourt) Blackford Oakes crosses paths and swords with Kim Philby.

BURDETT, JOHN  BANGKOK TATTOO  ($32.00) (Knopf) A CIA agent is found brutally murdered and the suspect is a tough, sweet, working girl who’s the highest earner at The Old Man’s Club, jointly owned by Royal Thai Police Detective Sonchai Jitpleecheep’s mother and his boss, Police Colonel Vikorn. Sequel to the fine Bangkok 8 ($19.95 trade paperback).

BURSTYN, VARDA  WATER INC  ($37.00) (Verso) Years of drought have made the US hungry for water. All hell breaks out when the plans for a secret pipeline to run from northern Quebec into the US are discovered. A Quebec law professor, a feisty British journalist, three rogue policemen, a reluctant eco-terrorist, and a maverick Vermont governor join forces with a Seattle aerospace executive and the director of eco-Justice USA to fight to save the continent and themselves. A debut novel from this new Canadian writer. Autographed copies available. Topical and entertaining.

CAIN, CHELSEA  CONFESSIONS OF A TEEN SLEUTH  ($21.95) (Bloomsbury, US) The real story behind the Nancy Drew mysteries not written by a team of writers but by Nancy Drew herself.

CHILD, LEE  ONE SHOT  (#9)  ($33.00) (Delacorte) Another brilliant story featuring ex-military policeman Jack Reacher. See Marian’s Picks.

COLLETT, CHRIS  BLOOD OF THE INNOCENTS(#2)  ($39.95) (Piatkus) When two teenagers go missing on the same day DCI Tom Mariner suspects a connection. See Wendy’s Picks. The first in the series, Worm in the Bud ($10.95), is sensational say both Marian and Wendy. See Marian’s Picks. 

CONANT, SUSAN  SCRATCH THE SURFACE  (#1)  ($34.00) (Berkley) Well, this is a change, a cat lover’s mystery. Felicity Pride, author of popular cat mysteries, finds the body of a dead man in her apartment vestibule and a gray Chartreux cat snuggled up against the body. She decides to solve the crime just like her own fictional sleuth would. Series debut.

CONNELLY, MICHAEL  CLOSERS  ($36.95) (Little, Brown) Harry Bosch is back with the LAPD with the sole mission of closing unsolved cases. “What a fabulous book” says Marian. See Marian’s Picks.

CONNOLLY, JOHN  BLACK ANGEL  (#5)  ($34.50) (Atria) The copies in stock are autographed and include a CD of music from the Connolly novels. Not sure how long these will last. As Charlie Parker tries to find a young prostitute he discovers that her disappearance is linked to a church of bones in Eastern Europe, to the slaughter at a French monastery in 1944, and to the myth of an object known as the Black Angel. 

COOK, ROBIN  MARKER  ($38.00) (Putnam) New York City medical examiners Dr. Laurie Montgomery and Dr. Jack Stapleton investigate the puzzling deaths of young, healthy people who have just undergone successful routine surgery. These two were previously featured in Vector ($10.99).

COOK, THOMAS H  RED LEAVES  ($30.00) (Harcourt) Eric Moore’s teenage son, Keith, is asked to babysit Amy, the eight-year-old daughter of a neighbour. The next morning Amy is missing and the police investigation increasingly focuses on Keith.

CRAIG, PETER  BLOOD FATHER  ($31.95) (Hyperion) Terrific and tough. See David’s Picks. Seventeen-year-old Lydia Carson is running with the wrong crowd and she’s in deep trouble. The only person she can turn to for help is her father, John Link. He’s a former Hell’s Angel trying to stay clean and sober while running a tattoo parlour from the kitchen of his trailer. He calls on his former contacts to help him protect his daughter. By the author of the equally superb Hot Plastic ($20).

CRAIG, PHILIP R  VINEYARD PREY  (#16)  ($33.00) (Scribner) It’s winter, and the Vineyard is pretty much cut off from civilization this time of year. When J.W’s old Vietnam buddy Joe Begay asks to be smuggled onto the island J.W. suspects that something from Begay’s past is catching up with him. When the only other person left alive from Begay’s five person Vietnam team shows up on the island with a killer on her trail, things heat up.

CROW, MICHAEL  NO WAY BACK  (#3)  ($36.95) (Harper Collins) Luther Ewing has a new name and a wardrobe full of new clothes for his latest assignment. He has to get Mr. Kim, a shady South Korean businessman, into Vladivostok to seal a shady CIA-sponsored deal with two corrupt Russian generals, and then get him out alive. Number three in the series. The first two are: Red Rain and The Bite ($9.99 each).

CRUMLEY, JAMES  RIGHT MADNESS  (#3)  ($35.00) (Viking) Ex-army officer turned Montana private eye, C.W. Sughrue agrees to help out his best friend, Psychiatrist Will MacKenderick. It seems that some confidential, and very sensitive, files were stolen from Will’s office and the list of suspects is seven psychiatric patients long. A twenty-thousand dollar retainer was hard for Sughrue to ignore but the constraints that Will places on how he’s to get the goods are so onerous that the job is nigh impossible. 

CUTLER, JUDITH FOOD DETECTIVE  (#1)  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) When Josie Welford settles in the idyllic West Country village of Kings Duncombe she hopes to put her past behind. The widow of one of Britain’s most wanted criminals she now is the licensee of the local pub. All goes well until ex-Inspector Nick Thomas arrives in town. He is the man who put her behind bars but is now an inspector for the Foods Standards Agency. When he advises her to change suppliers, all hell breaks loose. 

DANIEL, JOHN M  POET’S FUNERAL  ($34.95) (Poisoned Pen) World famous poet Heidi Yamanda is found dead at the American Booksellers Association Convention in Las Vegas. Bookstore owner Guy Mallon, Heidi’s first publisher and discarded lover, feels he owes it to Heidi to investigate. 

DAVIES, MURRAY  DOGS IN THE STREETS  ($24.95) (Macmillan) A terrorist bomb in a Salisbury, UK, shopping mall a couple of days before Christmas kills a number of people. As the police investigation wanes the relatives of the victims become more frustrated. When the names of the bombers are discovered the relatives prepare to take the law into their own hands. “So far it’s wonderful” says Marian who is part way through.

DAVIS, CLAIRE  SEASON OF THE SNAKE  ($33.95) (St. Martin’s) When tragedy leaves her life in shambles, Nance makes a new life for herself in Lewiston, Idaho. She is a scientist, specializing in rattlesnakes and attrition rate in dens and now lives in a home overlooking the Snake River. An unexpected visit from her sister resurrects a secret life that has lain dormant in her husband Ned.

DEAVER, JEFFERY W TWELFTH CARD  (#6)  ($35.50) (Simon & Schuster) To save the life of a young girl pursued by a ruthless hit man, Lincoln Rhyme and Amelia Sachs must solve a case 140 years old.

DELANY, VICKI  SCARE THE LIGHT AWAY  ($29.95) (Poisoned Pen) Recently widowed Rebecca McKenzie, a successful Vancouver businesswoman, returns home to small town Hope River after an absence of 30 years to attend her mother’s funeral. She finds some diaries written by her mother who came to Canada as a young war bride to join a husband she barely knew. Rebecca finds her heart wrung by her mother’s story. (“The writings in the diaries was truly beautiful” says Marian). Meanwhile, a young girl goes missing and suspicion falls on Rebecca’s charming brother. Autographed copies available.

DISHER, GARRY KITTYHAWK DOWN  (#2)  ($33.00) (Soho) A missing two-year-old and the body of an unidentified drowning victim have brought Homicide Squad Inspector Hal Challis, of the Peninsula Force, to Bushrangers Bay at the Australian seaside not far from Melbourne. Dragon Man ($17.00 trade paperback) is the first in the series.

DOUGLAS, CAROLE NELSON  CAT IN A HOT PINK PURSUIT  (#17)  ($34.95) (Forge) Temple Barr agrees to go undercover as a contestant on the TV reality show, Teen Queen. Someone is threatening the contestants. Luckily, Midnight Louie is around to help.  

[DOYLE]CULLIN, MITCH  SLIGHT TRICK OF THE MIND  ($33.95) (Doubleday) It is 1947 and the long retired Sherlock Holmes is now ninety-three and living in a remote Sussex farmhouse with his housekeeper and her son, Roger. He is grappling with the diminishing powers of his razor-sharp mind when Roger comes upon a hitherto unknown case.

[DOYLE]KING, LAURIE  LOCKED ROOMS  ($34.00) (Bantam) Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes leave Bombay for San Francisco where Mary will settle some legal affairs surrounding the inheritance of her family’s old estate. But why does someone want to assassinate her?

[DOYLE]TOTSCHINGER, GERHARD SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MYSTERY OF THE SACHERTORTE  ($40.00) (Battered Silicon Dispatch Box) Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson travel to Vienna to retrieve the recipe for a world renowned chocolate delicacy from the Hotel Sacher. But the murder of a young “Vienna Irregular” demonstrates that there is far more intrigue afoot than that involving recipes. A number of photographs are included throughout the text. Translated from German.
EDWARDSON, AKE  SUN AND SHADOW  ($33.00) (Viking) We have found a new Swedish writer, but the reviews, so far, are mixed. Detective Erik Winter is the youngest chief inspector in Sweden. He wears sharp suits, cooks gourmet meals, has a penchant for jazz and is about to become a father. A bloody double murder just for openers and, we’re off. Wendy was lukewarm…
ELLIS, RON  CITY OF VULTURES  (#7)  ($36.95) (Allison & Busby) It is 2003 and Johnny Ace is back from Spain and running Ace Investigations with his new assistant, the glamorous Cameron. The decapitated body of a tramp is found in a doorway with Johnny’s card in his pocket. 

EMERSON, EARL  SMOKE ROOM  ($34.95) (Ballantine) 7yuhjyuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu (Paddington) Jason Gun, a risk-taking rookie firefighter, misses a call and is in the debt of two colleagues who covered for him. When the two come upon a fortune in missing bearer bonds, Jason is forced to become an accessory to their crime.

ETCHELLS, OLIVE  NO CORNERS FOR THE DEVIL  ($33.95) (Carroll & Graf) In a tranquil village on the Roseland Peninsula of Cornwall, sits an old round house, beloved home of the Baxter family. The body of a teenage girl is washed up on the beach and discovered by the Baxters’ younger son. DCI Channon is quiet, clever and compassionate. His assistant, Sergeant Bowles is his very opposite.

EVANOVICH, JANET  ELEVEN ON TOP  ($35.95) (St. Martin’s) Stephanie has finally decided that she should take a job her mother would be proud of so she quits her bounty hunter job. After a brief career at a button factory, Kan Klean Dry Cleaners, and Cluck-in-a-Bucket she finally takes an office position in security, working for Ranger. This way she has support as she tries to find the man who is stalking her. And Ranger is sooooo helpful! Nudge nudge wink wink.
FERRIS, MONICA  EMBROIDERED TRUTHS (#9) ($33.00) (Berkley) Needlework shop owner Betsy Devonshire helps her friend Godwin who is accused of murdering his partner. 

FINDER, JOSEPH  COMPANY MAN  ($32.95) (St. Martin’s) Nick Conover is the CEO of a major corporation and, once, the most respected man in town. But that was before the layoffs. When a faceless stalker menaces his family and he discovers a conspiracy against him at work, he doesn’t trust anyone. Meanwhile his actions are being probed by a homicide detective named Audrey Rhimes.

FORD, G M  NO MAN’S LAND (#5)  ($22.95) (Morrow) Arizona’s Meza Azul penitentiary is a modern technological wonder, unassailable, inescapable, and built to hold the worst of the worst. Yet one prisoner has managed to breach the fool-proof system, set loose the other inmates, and has taken control of the facility. He is holding more than one hundred guards and workers hostage and one will die every six hours until he gets to talk to Frank Corso. The first four in the series are: Fury, Black River, Blind Eye, and Red Tide ($9.99 each)  

FOWLER, EARLENE  DELECTABLE MOUNTAINS  (#12) ($35.00) (Berkley) Museum curator and amateur sleuth Benni Harper is coerced by gramma Dove into volunteering to take over a children’s play already in rehearsal. But the production comes to a halt when the body of the church handyman is found in front of the alter.

FRASER, GEORGE MACDONALD  FLASHMAN ON THE MARCH  ($39.95 hardcover, $24.95 trade paperback) (Harper Collins, UK) Told you about this one in the May issue and the hard covers are finally in stock.

FREEMANTLE, BRIAN  DEAD END  ($39.95) (Severn House) Brilliant geneticist Richard Parnell has been headhunted by a top US drug company to carry out research into genetic treatments to help fight some terrible diseases. When he discovers the company has also been engaged in dealings that could endanger millions of lives he insists on full disclosure. But guess what!

GRANGER, ANN MIXING WITH MURDER  ($34.95 hardcover, $24.95 trade paperback) (Headline) Club owner Mickey Allerton has lost his best dancer, Lisa, and he wants her back. Fran Varady agrees to look for her or her dog will be toast. Fran’s discovery of a corpse puts her in trouble with the Thames Valley police, and when she finally finds Lisa she realizes more has been happening than meets the eye. The earlier five novels in this series, which Marian and Wendy like better than the author’s Mitchell and Markby series, are Asking for Trouble, Keeping Bad Company, Running Scared, Risking It All, and Watching Out ($9.99 each). 

GREEN, TIM  EXACT REVENGE  ($33.95) (Warner) For twenty years Raymond White has been in a maximum security prison in upstate New York convicted of a murder he did not commit. White befriends a wizened art thief who holds a secret to their future so they plan an ingenious escape. With unimaginable wealth hidden and at his disposal, White plans to seek revenge on those who set him up.

GREENWOOD, KERRY  AWAY WITH THE FAIRIES , CASTLEMAINE MURDERS, RUDDY GORE, and MURDER IN MONTPARNASSE  ($36.95 each) Poisoned Pen Press has republished four delightful Phryne Fisher mysteries set in Australia of the 1920s. She is young, wealthy and smart and has a knack for solving murders.

GREGSON, J M  DUSTY DEATH  ($39.95) (Severn House) When a row of uninhabitable terrace houses in Brunton is demolished, the corpse of a woman is found. It turns out she was a squatter who had lived there for the last few months of her life. Chief Inspector Peach investigates. Lots of novels featuring Peach but nothing in print.

GUTTRIDGE, PETER  CAST ADRIFT  (#6)  ($36.95) (Allison & Busby) Nick Madrid and his best friend Bridget Frost are in the West Indies working on a low budget movie about the notorious pirate Blackbeard. When they are shipwrecked on an island with the sole surviving member of the gone-horribly-wrong Survivor-like TV game show, Cast Adrift, life gets really interesting. The first in the series, No Laughing Matter ($18.00 trade paperback) is now back in print along with Ghost of a Chance and Two to Tango ($20.00 trade paperback each)

HAMMOND, GERALD  HEIRS AND GRACES  (#2)  ($39.95) The second in the Grace series.

HARRIS, CHARLAINE DEAD AS A DOORNAIL  (#5)  ($34.00) (Ace) When Sookie Stackhouse sees her brother Jason’s eyes start to change she knows he is about to turn into a were-panther for the first time. When a sniper sets his deadly sights on the local changeling population, Jason’s new panther brethren suspect that he may be the shooter.

HARVEY, JOHN ASH AND BONE  (#2)  ($34.95) (Heinemann) Detective Inspector Elder is enticed out of retirement when a cold case has a devastating present day impact with sinister implications for the crime squad itself. Sequel to Flesh and Blood ($10.99). Promises to be as wonderful a series as the Resnick was.

HELEY, VERONICA  MURDER OF INNOCENCE  (#3)  ($39.95) (Severn House) Recently widowed and still unsure of herself, Ellie Quicke is devastated when her ten-year-old neighbour Tod disappears. Unlike some others, she doesn’t believe the homeless man is responsible, so she investigates. Murder at the Alter ($9.99) and Murder by Suicide ($10.99) are the first two in the series. (And may or may not be in print. We are having trouble getting them in).

HEPBURN, SUSAN  GHOST OF A CHANCE  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) Mike Brodie is burning the candle at both ends: her music shop, doing voice work, and playing her saxophone. She heads for Berwick Grange, a stately home which her friend Maggie is preparing for its opening to the public. Being ambushed by a group of armed men upon her arrival and finding a body floating in an ornamental pool, are just the start of her “quiet” time.

HEWSON, DAVID SACRED CUT  (#3)  ($19.99) (Macmillan) Before Nic Costa and Gianni Peroni of the Questura can begin a formal investigation into the death of a woman found in the Pantheon, the US Embassy brings in its own people. See both Marian’s Picks and Wendy’s Picks.

HITCHCOCK, JANE STANTON  ONE DANGEROUS LADY  ($32.95) (Miramax) Jo Slater, one of New York’s grande dames, is on her social climb again and is on holidays in Barbados as a guest at the most lavish, high-society wedding of the year. She is contemplating a romance with a dashing British aristocrat when her old friend Russell Cole disappears.

HOFFMAN, JILLIANE LAST WITNESS  (#2)  ($35.00) (Putnam) Cops are being hunted down while on patrol and killed. Dominick Falconetti, a Special Agent with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, is charged with heading the task force to investigate. C.J. Townsend, the state prosecutor, put Florida’s last serial killer behind bars and she’s the logical choice to help now. The first in the series is Retribution ($10.99).

HOSP, DAVID  DARK HARBOR  ($33.95) (Warner) Scott Finn is a rising star in a Boston law firm. When the body of his closest colleague, and former lover, is found floating in Boston Harbor with her heart surgically removed, he inherits her coveted, high profile case involving a terrorist train bombing. As he delves into the case he finds himself the prime suspect in her murder.

HUNSICKER, HARRY  STILL RIVER  ($33.95) (Thomas Dunne) For Dallas private eye Lee Henry Oswald a simple engagement turns deadly when he asks the right questions in the wrong places and finds himself drawn into a shadowy world of smooth-talking drug lords and double-dealing real estate developers. A debut novel.

ISON, GRAHAM  KICKING THE AIR  ($39.95)

JACKSON, JOSHILYN  GODS IN ALABAMA  ($26.95) (Warner) When Arlene Fleet heads up north to college she makes three promises to God: she will stop fornicating with every boy she meets; never tell another lie; and never go back to her hometown of Possett, Alabama. All she wants from Him is one little miracle: makes sure the body is never found. Ten years later: Guess what.

JACKSON, LEE  WELFARE OF THE DEAD  (#2)  ($34.95) (Heinemann) Decimus Webb, recently promoted to Detective Branch at Scotland Yards, begins to suspect a connection between the terrible murders in “houses of accommodation” of 1870s London, a mysterious theft at the Abby Park Cemetery, and a long-forgotten suicide. The first in the series is A Metropolitan Murder ($19.95)
JAMES, BILL (writing as DAVID CRAIG)   HEAR ME TALKING TO YOU  ($38.95) (Severn House) Detective Sally Bithron has been tipped off about a drug deal in Cardiff Wales. But something goes wrong and murder ensues.

JECKS, MICHAEL  BUTCHER OF ST PETER’S  (#19) ($34.95) (Headline) As the country is preparing for another civil war Sir Baldwin and Simon Puttock search for the murderer of a King’s officer in Exeter. Set in 1323.

JEFFRIES, RODERIC  SUNNY DISAPPEARANCE  ($39.95)

JOHANSEN, IRIS  COUNTDOWN  ($35.00) (Bantam) Who is after Jane MacGuire? She goes on the run with the only man who may be more dangerous than those pursuing her. Mark Trevor has his own reasons for wanting Jane safe and out of the hands of a killer obsessed with a two-thousand-year-old mystery that could rock the modern world.

JONES, MERRY  NANNY MURDERS  ($33.95) (Thomas Dunne) Zoe Hayes, who works as a therapist in an institution for seriously deranged patients, is the single mother of Molly. Zoe gets involved in the missing nanny case when Molly finds a human finger while playing in the snow. Nannies are disappearing, one by one, from a close-knit Philadelphia neighbourhood. A debut novel. 

JOSEPH, ALISON  DARKENING SKY  ($38.95)

KAMINSKY, STUART  DENIAL  (#4)  ($33.95) (Forge) Lew Fonesca is working on two cases that are somehow tied together. The first involves an elderly woman who swears she witnessed a murder in her old-age home. Nobody believes her. The other case has Lew looking for the hit-and-run driver who killed a fourteen-year-old boy.

KANDEL, SUSAN  NOT A GIRL DETECTIVE  (#2)  ($33.95) (Morrow) Cece Caruso writes biographies of dead mystery writers. Researching the life of Carolyn Keene, she meets a flamboyant collector of “Blue Nancys”, the original books with blue covers. When he finds out she is taking a road trip to Palm Springs to snoop around at the annual Nancy Drew fan convention, he offers her the use of his swanky vacation house. The last thing she expects to find is a dead body in the swimming pool. The first in the series is I Dreamed I Married Perry Mason ($9.99).

KERLY, JACK  DEATH COLLECTORS  ($35.00) (Dutton) Homicide detectives Carson Ryder and Harry Nautilus descend into the shocking world of the Death Collectors, people who collect serial-killer memorabilia. See Wendy’s Picks.

KELLERMAN, JONATHAN RAGE  (#19) (Ballantine) ($35.95) The latest Alex Delaware novel.

KELLY, LAUREN  STOLEN HEART  ($33.95) (Harper Collins) Sixteen years ago a vivacious fifth-grade classmate of Merilee Graf was abducted from a park in Mt. Olive, New York. Haunted by the memory of the girl who was never found Merilee returns home to keep vigil with her dying father. After his death she finds that past and present mysteries converge. 

KELLY, THOMAS  EMPIRE RISING  ($35.00) (FSG) It is 1930 and ground has just been broken on the Empire State Building. One of the thousands of men working there is Michael Briody, an Irish immigrant torn between his desire to make a new life in America and his pledge to gather money and arms for the Irish republican cause.

KERR, PHILIP  HITLER’S PEACE  ($38.00) Due soon.

KING, LAURIE  LOCKED ROOMS  ($34.00) (Bantam) Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes leave Bombay for San Francisco where Mary will settle some legal affairs surrounding the inheritance of her family’s old estate. But why does someone want to assassinate her?

KOONTZ, DEAN  VELOCITY  ($34.95) (Bantam) Bartender Billy Wiles finds a note that is stuck under his windshield wiper: “If you don’t take this note to the police and get them involved, I will kill a lovely blond schoolteacher somewhere in Napa County. If you do take this note to the police, I will instead kill an elderly woman active in charity work. You have six hours to decide. The choice is yours.” It seems like a sick joke and his friend on the police force thinks so too. But twenty-four hours later a young school teacher is found murdered. More notes arrive.

KOSTOVA, ELIZABETH  THE HISTORIAN  ($34.95) (Little, Brown) Late one night, exploring her father’s library, a young woman finds an ancient book and a cache of yellowing letters all addressed to “My dear and unfortunate successor.” The letters provide a link to a centuries-long quest to find the truth about Vlad the Impaler, the medieval ruler whose barbarous reign formed the basis of the legend of Dracula. A debut novel.

LANGE, KELLY  GRAVEYARD SHIFT  (#3)  ($33.95) (Mysterious Press) Popular TV anchorwoman Maxi Poole is not sure why her boss assigned her to the graveyard shift. But a string of bizarre homicides that baffle LAPD has her prowling the streets for a cunning serial killer. The first two in the series are The Reporter and Dead File ($9.99 each).

LASHNER, WILLIAM  FALLS THE SHADOW  (#5)  ($32.95) (Morrow) A woman is dead and her husband convicted of the murder. In seeking a new trial for the husband defense attorney Victor Carl must confront not only a determined prosecutor and a police detective who might have set up his client, but also a strange little busybody named Bob.

LAWSON, MICHAEL  INSIDE RING  ($34.95) (Doubleday) An assassin misses killing the president of the United States but shoots his best friend and a Secret Service agent. Realizing that the attempt may have been an inside job the Secretary for Homeland Security sets under-the-radar go-to guy, lawyer Joe Demarco, on a trail that twists through the Secret Service, the FBI, and the Department of Homeland Security. A debut novel.

LAWTON, JOHNnm/ a
q (Paddington)  BLUE RONDO  (#5)  ($29.95) (Weidenfeld & Nicolson) It’s 1959 but things that Troy did as a young man have come back to haunt him. The first four in this series are: Black Out ($10.99), Old Flames ($8.99),  A Little White Death, and Riptide ($10.99 each).

LEATHER, STEPHEN  SOFT TARGET  ($39.95) (Hodder & Stoughton) When a group of armed police in an elite unit turn maverick and start to rip off drug dealers at gunpoint, undercover cop Dan “Spider” Shepherd is ordered to infiltrate the team and betray them. Reprints.

LEONARD, ELMORE  HOT KID  ($34.95) (Morrow) Carl Webster, the hot kid of the marshals service, works out of the Tulsa, Oklahoma, federal courthouse during the 1930s. He wants to be America’s most famous lawman. 

LEVINE, LAURA  SHOES TO DIE FOR  (#4)  ($31.00)

LITTELL, ROBERT  LEGENDS  ($36.00) (Overlook) Martin Odum, at one-time a CIA field agent, now, a private detective in Brooklyn, is struggling his way through memories of past identities. Is he an IRA explosives man or a Civil War expert? Is he suffering from a multiple personality disorder, brainwashing or simply exhaustion?

MACBRIDE, STUART  COLD GRANITE  ($34.95) (Harper Collins, UK) A debut novel featuring DS Logan McRae. Set in Aberdeen, Scotland. See Wendy’s Picks. 

MCKINZIE, CLINTON  BADWATER  (#5)  ($33.00) (Delacorte) Special Agent Antonio Burns has been forced to work for the prosecution when a ten-year-old boys dies in a drowning incident in Badwater, Wyoming. The tourist that the townspeople feel is responsible must be prosecuted for murder.

MALCOLM, JOHN  ROGUES’ GALLERY  (#15)  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) What do the two heavies want from banker Tim Simpson’s bookseller? Why was a researcher murdered? Is there a connection between the murder and the theft of several paintings? 

MARTIN, LEE  BRIGHT FOREVER  ($33.00) (Shaye Areheart) Nine-year-old Katie Mackey, daughter of the most affluent family in a small town on the plains of Indiana, sets out on her bicycle to return some library books. This novel is about the choices people make that change their lives forever.

MASTERS, PRISCILLA PLEA OF INSANITY  (#1)  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) Dr. Claire Roget takes up her new post of clinical psychiatrist at Greatbach Secure Psychiatrist in Stoke on Trent six months after her predecessor was murdered by one of the inmates. She suspects another inmate was involved as well and when the charred remains of a nurse at the Unit are found, her suspicions are confirmed.

MATHEWS, ADRIAN  APOTHECARY’S HOUSE  ($24.95) (Macmillan) At the Rijksmuseum’s research library in Amsterdam, Ruth Braams is tracing the provenance of artworks looted by the Nazis when an old woman barges in and demands the return of a picture painted by her own eighteenth-century ancestor. She is told to go through proper channels but Ruth’s curiosity is stung.

MATHEWS, FRANCINE  BLOWN  (#2)  ($34.00) (Bantam) Terrorists poison the water at the aid stations at the Marine Corps Marathon in Washington which brings CIA analyst Caroline Carmichael into the picture. She was just about to hand in her resignation when the reports of the attack pour in. No reports of tampering with the water were reported at last year’s Marine Corp Marathon when Marian ran it. She says no one needs this kind of excitement. 

MILLS, KYLE  FADE  ($32.95) (St. Martin’s) Salam al Fayed, Fade, ex-Navy Seal, son of immigrants, speaks perfect Arabic and is just right for an undercover job in the Middle East for the Department of Homeland Security. Trouble is, he was shot in the line of duty and the US government refused to pay for the risky surgery that could have extracted the bullet that is now lodged close to his spine. The last thing he wants is to work for the government again.

MINICHINO, CAMILLE  NITROGEN MURDER  (#7)  ($33.95) (Thomas Dunne) Retired physicist Gloria Lamerino and her fiancé, homicide detective Matt Gennaro, attend the wedding of Gloria’s best friend in California. Unfortunately, the groom has disappeared with some top-secret research on nitrogen.

MONSOUR, THERESA  DARK HOUSE  (#3)  ($36.00) (Putnam) St. Paul, Minnesota, homicide sergeant Paris Murphy searches for a young bartender who, egged on by Serene Ransom, a sexually driven university professor, killed a snowmobiler. They are hiding out together. The first two in the series are: Clean Cut and Cold Blood ($10.99 each).

NATHAN, MICAH  GODS OF ABERDEEN  ($33.00) (Simon & Schuster) Eric Dunne is a sixteen-year-old academic phenom. He earns a scholarship to Aberdeen College, a small prestigious school in northern Connecticut. He is assigned to a work-study job with the college’s head librarian, Cornelius Grave, where he discovers Grave is looking for the Philosopher’s Stone. Eric’s preternatural aptitude for Latin quickly attracts the attention of others who are also looking for the Stone.

NICHOLSON, DEBORAH  SINS OF THE MOTHER  (#3)  ($39.95) (Severn House) Kate Carpenter has had a busy year, moving in with her boyfriend Cam and finding dead bodies all over the theatre she manages in Calgary, Alberta. Now a visit from Cam’s cousin, Carrie, who has just escaped from an abusive marriage, has the police harassing Kate.

NUGENT, ANDREW  FOUR COURTS MURDER  ($32.95) (Thomas Dunne) Inspector Denis Lennon and Sergeant Molly Power investigate the murder of much hated Justice Sidney Piggott. Set in Dublin.

NYKANEN, MARK  SEARCH ANGEL  ($33.95) (Hyperion) Suzanne Trayle has built her reputation reuniting birth mothers with their adopted children but has failed to find the son she put up for adoption thirty years ago. A serial killer contacts Suzanne, claiming to have located her now-grown child and then proceeds to murder her clients vowing to kill her son and his family if she tries to stop him.

OLDHAM, NICK  BIG CITY JACKS  ($39.95)

OLSON, NEIL  ICON  ($32.95) (Harper Collins) Matthew Spear, a young Greek-American curator of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, meets Ana Kessler, a sometimes art dealer who has inherited an impressive collection from her mysterious grandfather. He soon discovers that the jewel of her collection is the Holy Mother Of Katarini, a sacred icon long thought destroyed in a fire. It is thought the icon is a source of fantastic and inexplicable power. And everybody wants it.

PARETSKY, SARA  FIRE SALE  ($36.00) (Putnam) VI Warshawski tracks down a killer who bombed a flag manufacturing plant injuring her and killing the owner.

PARKER, ROBERT B  APPALOOSA  ($36.00) (Putnam) Appaloosa, 1800s. The town is suffering at the hands of renegade rancher Randall Bragg. Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch, itinerant lawmen, are used to cleaning up after opportunist thieves.

PATTERSON, JAMES FOURTH OF JULY  (#4)  ($37.95) Detective Lindsay Boxer and her friends in the Women’s Murder Club battle for her life on two fronts: before a judge and jury as her murder trial comes to a climax, and facing unknown adversaries who will stop at nothing to keep her from knowing the truth about an unsolved murder caser she worked as a rookie.

PEARS, IAIN  PORTRAIT  ($29.00) (Riverhead) In the early years of the twentieth century an influential art critic journeys from London to Brittany to sit for a portrait painted by an old friend, a gifted but tormented artist living in self-imposed exile. Over the course of the sitting the painter recalls their years of friendship.

PEARSON, RIDLEY  CUT AND RUN  ($32.95) (Hyperion) A U.S. federal marshal is pitted against the mob’s most resourceful killer. The woman he loves, but cannot be with because she is part of the witness protection program, is in danger when the mob gets hold of the master list of those hiding under the program.

PENZLER, OTTO ed  MURDER IS MY RACQUET  ($33.95) (Mysterious) Fourteen tales of love, death and tennis written by such writers as Lawrence Block, John Harvey, Lisa Scottoline and others.

PEREZ-REVERTE, ARTURO  CAPTAIN ALATRISTE  ($33.00) (Putnam) Set in seventeenth-century Spain. Captain Alatriste, retired from the army, is now a sword for hire. His latest job requires him to scare off some strangers who have arrived in Madrid. But it soon becomes clear that these aren’t ordinary travelers, and that someone is out for their blood. Translated from Spanish.

PETIT, CAROLINE  FAT MAN’S DAUGHTER  ($34.00) (Soho) Nineteen-year-old Leah Kolbe has to start looking after herself when her father dies mysteriously. He was a shady antiques dealer in Hong Kong with a house full of exquisite antiques but to keep her house she desperately needs money. When Mr. Chang, a Kuomintang agent who says he knew her father, makes her a business proposition she has to accept. A debut novel.

POULSON, CHRISTINE  STAGE FRIGHT  ($33.95) (Thomas Dunne) During her maternity leave, Cambridge England professor Cassandra James gets involved in a production of East Lynne and 
soon discovers that there is as much drama behind the scenes as there is on stage. The first in this series, Dead Letters (also called Murder is Academic in the US), is still only available in a US hardcover edition ($34.95).

QUINN, PETER  HOUR OF THE CAT  ($36.00) (Overlook) In 1938 private eye Fintan Dunne is lured into a homicide investigation that leads him to Nazi Germany. Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, head of German Military Intelligence, must decide whether to join a group of people intent on overthrowing Hitler or betray them to the Gestapo. 

RIGGS, CYNTHIA  PAPERWHITE NARCISSUS  (#5)  ($32.95) (Thomas Dunne) Ninety-two-year-old sleuth Victoria Trumbell finds herself embroiled in a series of murders after she is fired from her job as West Tisbury correspondent for The Island Enquirer. The editor claims the newspaper needs a younger look...

RIMINGTON, STELLA  AT RISK  ($75.00) Managed to track down some copies of the UK first edition. Only a few, mind. 

ROBERTS, A R R R  THE VA DINCI COD  ($14.95) (Gollancz) Five baffling little mysteries that will change what you believe about the world and fish. According to the jacket blurb.  

ROBERTS, JOHN MADDOX  PRINCESS AND THE PIRATES  (SPQR #9)  ($32.95) (Thomas Dunne) Decius and his slave Hermes set off on a mission to rid the Mediterranean of pirates. 

SANDFORD, JOHN  BROKEN PREY (#16)   ($38.00) (Putnam) Lucas Davenport is on the trail of a deranged serial killer. Number sixteen in the series and counting.

SAYLOR, STEVEN  GLADIATOR DIES ONLY ONCE   ($34.95) (St. Martin’s) A collection of stories set between the time period of Roman Blood ($9.99) and Catalina’s Riddle ($8.99).

SCOTT, JUSTIN FROSTLINE  (#3)  ($36.95) (Poisoned Pen) A great new discovery. See J.D.’s Picks and Marian’s Picks. Although this is the third in the Ben Abbott series the first two, HardScape (#1) and StoneDust (#2) ($22 trade paperback each), are now in stock so you could get started at the beginning. When real estate agent Ben Abbott is called to the huge estate of Harry King he has visions of dollar signs in his head from his sales commission. But that’s not to be. Harry wants Ben to intercede with his troublesome neighbour and see if he can persuade him to sell some or all of his land. A great character, reminiscent of Robert Crais’ Elvis Cole or  Tim Cockey’s Hitchcock Sewell. FrostLine is also available in paperback for $10.50.

SCOTTOLINE, LISA  DEVIL’S CORNER  ($32.95) (Harper Collins) When prosecutor Vicki Allegretti meets a confidential informant she is almost shot to death. Two others are gunned down. She can identify the killers, she just has to find them.

SEDLEY, KATE  BURGUNDIAN’S TALE  (#14)  ($39.95) (Severh House) The fourteenth in the Roger the Chapman series.

SMITH, ALEXANDER MCCALL  IN THE COMPANY OF CHEERFUL LADIES  (#6)  ($29.95) (Knopf, Canada) A visitor forces Precious Ramotswe to confront her past in this sixth entry in the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series. What a charmer.

SMITH, WILBUR  TRIUMPH OF THE SUN  ($36.95) (Macmillan) Khartoum, 1884: on the banks of the Nile the Courtneys meet the Ballantynes.

SPENCER-FLEMING, JULIA  TO DARKNESS AND TO DEATH  (#4)  ($33.95) (Thomas Dunne) In the small Adirondack town of Millers Kill, where everyone knows everyone and all are part of an interconnected web of blood or acquaintance, one person’s troubles have a way of ensnaring others. The three earlier novels are: In the Bleak Midwinter, A Fountain Filled With Blood and Out of the Deep I Cry ($9.99 each).
SPIGNESI, STEPHEN J  DIALOGUES  ($30.00) (Bantam) Dr. Baraku Bexley is hired by the court to determine whether Victoria Troy is mentally competent to stand trial. She is accused of killing six fellow workers in the animal shelter where they all worked together. What provoked her to commit murder? Did she even do it?

STEINHAUER, OLEN  36 YALTA BOULEVARD  (#3)  ($31.95) (St. Martin’s) State Security Officer Brano Sev is fired from his job in the homicide department of the capital’s militia and sent to work in a factory. When he gets a directive from his old bosses to go to the village of his birth in order to interrogate a potential defector, he goes. 

SUZUKI, KOJI  DARK WATER  ($29.95) (Vertical) “Aptly billed as the Japanese Stephen King” according to Publishers’ Weekly. A collection of stories translated from Japanese. 

SWINDELLS, MADGE  RIPPLES ON A POND  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) The well heeled village of Temple Minnis has a dark secret to hide. Thirty years earlier, the villagers conspired to plan and conceal a murder but only their dying local novelist, Melissa, suffers from pangs of conscience. It takes tough words and a touch of magic from the charismatic Tanzanian vicar, once witchdoctor of the tribe, to persuade her to write her story.

TEMPLETON, ALINE COLD IN THE EARTH  (#1)  ($34.95) (Hodder & Stoughton) As a catastrophic virus devastates the Scottish countryside, killing cattle and destroying lives, human remains are dug up at one of the burial grounds. Detective Inspector Marjory Fleming investigates. This is the first in a series and Wendy liked it very much.

THOMPSON, VICTORIA  MURDER ON LENOX HILL  (#7)  ($33.00) (Berkley) Turn-of-the-century New York and midwife Sarah Brandt is summoned to examine the teenage daughter of the Lintons of Lenox Hill. She is with child but the pregnancy is a mystery however, as the young woman, mentally a child herself, is never left on her own and denies that any man has ever hurt her. When the minister falls dead during a service, poisoned by cyanide-laced wine, Sarah and Detective Sergeant Frank Malloy join forces and investigate.

TONKIN, PETER  WOLF ROCK  ($39.95)

TURNBULL, PETER LEGACY  (#7)  ($39.95) (Allison & Busby) Detective Chief Inspector Hennessey and Sergeant Yellich investigate the discovery of a headless and handless corpse. It appears the victim had been in line for a very considerable inheritance from his acid-tongued, very wealthy mother.

VACHSS, ANDREW  TWO TRAINS RUNNING  ($35.00) Corruption in small town USA. Set in Locke City in 1959, a number of bad guys vie for control of the town. Standing in their way is the town’s one clean cop, Sherman Layne.

WALKER, DAVID J ALL THE DEAD FATHERS ($34.95) (St. Martin’s) Private investigator Kirsten and her lawyer-husband, Dugan, of Wild Onion Ltd. are concerned when priests, whose names  appeared on a list of abusers in a Chicago newspaper, are being murdered and their bodies mutilated.

WALTER, JESS  CITIZEN VINCE  ($32.95) (Regan) It’s 1980 and Vince Camden is in the witness protection program. When a familiar face comes into town he realizes that there is no place you can run too. See J.D.’s Picks and David’s Picks.

WARNE, PHILIP S and HOWARD MACY WHO WAS GUILTY  ($45 hardcover and $30 trade paperback) (Crippen & Landru) Philip Warne, the first known person of African-American descent to publish a mystery in the US, and Howard Macy, whose works actually predate Warne’s, were popular dime novel writers during the latter half of the nineteenth century. It seems though that Warne was a pseudonym used by Macy. This book contains two novellas: Warne’s Who Was Guilty? (1881) And Macy’s The Mystery of the Sea-Eagle Tavern (1872). 

WESTLAKE, DONALD WATCH YOUR BACK  ($33.95) (Mysterious) John Dortmunder plans yet another fool-proof multi-million dollar robbery, this time an art-filled, nearly unguarded, Fifth Avenue, New York, penthouse. 

WINSLOW, DON  POWER OF THE DOG  ($35.95) (Knopf) Spanning the years from the rise of the Mexican drug Federacion in the 1970s to the Iran-Contra affair in the 1980s to the vicious drug wars of the 1990s, the action ranges from Manhattan’s Hell’s Kitchen and the halls of  Washington to the streets of Tijuana and the deserts of the American Southwest. A DEA agent, a drug lord, a call girl, a hit man, and a priest. Their stories converge in this new book from this great writer.

ZUBRO, MARK RICHARD  NERDS WHO KILL  (#7)  ($33.95) (St. Martin’s) Gay homicide detective Paul Turner attends a Science Fiction and Media convention in Chicago with his sons. But one of the world’s most successful fantasy writers is found dead with a broadsword rammed into his chest. The problem is that hundreds of attendees carry similar swords as part of their costumes. Including his own son.


ABLOW, KEITH  MURDER SUICIDE  ($9.99) John Snow is a brilliant inventor with a rare form of epilepsy that threatens his mind. It can be cured surgically but at the cost of losing his memory completely. The night before the surgery he is found dead of a gunshot wound. Suicide or murder? Forensic psychiatrist Dr. Frank Clevenger digs into Snow's past to find the identity of a killer.

ALEAS, RICHARD  LITTLE GIRL LOST  ($8.99) John Blake and Miranda Sugarman dated in high school but went their separate ways after graduation: he as a private eye and she as an ophthalmologist. Ten years later he opens his paper to see the headlines: Stripper Murdered. How did Miranda end up back in New York as a stripper? He just can’t see it. Short listed for an Edgar.
AMMANITI, NICCOLO  I’M NOT SCARED  ($17.95)

ARMSTRONG, KELLEY  HAUNTED  (#5)  ($10.99) By the author of Industrial Magic ($10.99). A rebellious—and formally deceased—witch must cross into the darkest dimensions to stop a killer from destroying everything she loves—for all times.
ARVIN, REED  LAST GOODBYE  (#1)  ($9.99) Sleeping with a client's gorgeous girlfriend was not a smart move so now Jack Hammond scrapes by as a court-appointed attorney, his client list a revolving door of small-time drug offenders and petty thieves. When his friend, a computer whiz and former drug addict who'd brought his life back from the brink, is found dead with a syringe stuck in his arm, Jack knows something is terribly wrong.

ASLAM, NADEEM  MAPS FOR LOST LOVERS  ($25.00)

AUBERT, ROSEMARY  RED MASS  (#5)  ($24.95) See the Hardcover section for an annotation.
AUSTIN, RAYMOND  DEAD AGAIN  ($30.00)

AVOCATO, LORI  THE STIFF AND THE DEAD ($9.99) Sequel to Dose of Murder ($9.99).  Tired of tongue depressors and bedpans, Pauline Sokol had landed a new career as medical fraud investigator. In her second outing she’s looking into an illegal Viagra ring in a seniors’ centre. Marian liked the first one a lot and says that she’s looking forward to getting to this one.
BAANTJER, ALBERT CORNELIS DEKOK AND MURDER BY MELODY  ($18) The one thread that connects the deaths of two ex-junkies and their former-prostitute landlady is music. But finding the trail leading to this melodious murderer is as long as a symphonic masterpiece.
BANNISTER, JO  DEPTHS OF SOLITUDE  (#3)  ($10.95)  Brodie Farrell is a single mom living in a small seaside town. She spends her days running a finding agency, helping clients locate items that have proved elusive by more conventional methods. When her best friend Daniel Hood goes missing she must use all her skills to locate him.
BARBASH, TOM  LAST GOOD CHANCE  ($22.00) One of  David’s Picks in the May newsletter. 
BARCLAY, LINWOOD  BAD MOVE  (#1)  ($10.99) Safety obsessed Zack Walker has moved his family out to the suburbs so they can lead a quiet and tranquil life. But during one of his walks by the creek he finds a dead body and when another local is killed and Zack is implicated, he knows he must investigate. A debut mystery from this Toronto Star newspaper columnist. 
BARNES, LINDA  STEEL GUITAR  (#4)  ($9.99) A reissue. 
BATEMAN, COLIN  DIVORCING JACK  ($17.95) A reissue. 

BAXTER, CYNTHIA  LEAD A HORSE TO MURDER  (#3)  ($10.99) For a vet turned sleuth, solving crime is a matter of animal instinct. Sequel to Dead Canaries Don’t Sing and Putting on the Dog ($10.99 each). 
BAYER, WILLIAM  PEREGRINE  ($21.95) A reissue of a novel first published in the mid-80s.
BERRY, MICHELLE  BLIND CRESCENT  ($22.00) On the quiet cul-de-sac of Blind Crescent, people go about the petty details of their daily lives and watch each other—very closely—do the same. Meanwhile a sniper is picking off drivers on a nearby highway. And who is that strange man who inhabits the one vacant house on the crescent? Darkly funny.
BERRY, STEVE  ROMANOV PROPHECY  ($10.99) The Russian people have voted to bring back the monarchy and Atlanta lawyer Miles Lord is thrilled to be there for such a momentous event. The new tsar will be chosen from among the distant relatives of Nicholas II and Miles’ job is to do a background check on the tsarist candidate favoured by a powerful group of Western businessmen. But he is nearly killed by gunmen and the only clue why is a cryptic message from Rasputin that implies someone escaped the bloody massacre in 1918.

BILLINGHAM, MARK  BURNING GIRL  (#4)  ($10.99) DI Tim Thorne has no doubt that the dead man is the latest victim of a particularly vicious contract killer. It’s turf warfare between North London gangs. Great stuff.
BLANC, NERO  ANATOMY OF A CROSSWORD  (#8)  ($9.99)  Crossword editor Belle Graham is in Hollywood working as a technical consultant on a TV series that deals with crossword puzzles. What could possibly go wrong? Down and Up in Beverly Hills.

BLECHTA, RICK  CEMETERY OF THE NAMELESS  ($16.95) The second novel with violin virtuoso Victoria Morgan. Is her disappearance linked to the mysterious appearance of a Beethoven violin concerto? Signed copies available. Marian loved the first one and has this on her stack of TBRs. (A bottle of Austrian red left over from the launch needs to be dealt with, as well.)
BOOTH, STEPHEN  ONE LAST BREATH  (#5)  ($10.99) Yes, this is a DC Ben Cooper investigation, and yes, DS Diane Fry is around, and, yes, it's excellent, maybe even the best one yet. (If that's possible). Black Dog , Dancing with the Virgins, Blood on the Tongue  and Blind to the Bones ($10.99 each) are the first four.

BOOTH, STEPHEN  THE DEAD PLACE  (#6)  ($24.95) See the Hardcover section for an annotation. The new DC Ben Cooper novel.

BOSWELL, JOAN  CUT OFF HIS TALE ($12.95) A debut novel. The murder takes place at the start of the Ottawa marathon and our heroine, Hollis Grant, tries to sort out who would want to stab her soon-to-be ex-husband, Reverend Paul Robertson. 
BOWERS, DOROTHY  SHADOWS BEFORE  ($19.95) The second Chief Insp. Dan Pardoe mystery, sequel to Postscript to Poison ($21.50). First published in the late 1930s. The author died having written only five novels and there are many who feel that she could have been another Dorothy Sayers. Reprinted by Rue Morgue Press.
BOWKER, DAVID  HOW TO BE BAD  ($17.95) Mark is a mild-mannered bookseller who makes endless lists about stupid things. He re-connects with his old girlfriend, the delectable Caro, and she has a list of her own. Of people, as Gilbert and Sullivan would say, who might best be underground. To prove his love for her…By the author of I Love my Smith and Wesson ($19.95) and The Death You Deserve ($17.95)
BOYLE, GERRY  HOME BODY  ($9.99) Rocky, a young homeless teenager reporter that Jack McMorrow rescued from a brutal street fight, disappears and the situation is complicated when Rocky's mother is found dead. The only clue is a note Rocky left behind saying “Kitty Kitty Kitty. How can you live?”
BRANDT, KATHY  DANGEROUS DEPTHS  ($9.99) Hannah Sampson has traded the chill of the Colorado Rockies for the sunnier climes of the British Virgin Islands, but she’s still diving. This time around she’s trying to save some endangered marine species, not usually a very dangerous activity. Sequel to Dark Water Dive ($8.99) and  Swimming With the Dead ($8.99)
BROOKMYRE, CHRISTOPHER  ALL FUN AND GAMES UNTIL SOMEONE LOSES AN EYE  ($25.00) Intrigue, espionage, advanced technology, hoovering. As weird as his other books.
BRUEN, KEN  HER LAST CALL TO LOUIS MACNEICE  ($20) One hundred and twenty four pages of “Very nasty, very funny”—Big Issue. Cooper has done his time and is trying to go straight. He and a fellow inmate have set up a legit enterprise—going as far as having an accountant—but in steps Cassie. And she’s trouble. She gets what she wants and no one, but no one, stands in the way of her getting what she wants.
BULOCK, LYNN  LOVE THE SINNER  ($15.95) One dead body plus three suspects equals Gracie Lee’s first mystery. Although Gracie was one of four women who had enough good reasons to kill her two-timing, con man husband Dennis Peete, she, in fact, did not. But she’s got to sort out who did before she becomes the next victim. A novel of faith?
BURKE, ALAFAIR  MISSING JUSTICE  (#2)  ($9.99)  Deputy DA Attorney Samantha Kincaid is called in to investigate the disappearance of Portland, Oregon, City Judge Clarissa Easterbrook. The first in the series is Judgement Calls ($9.99).
CALDWELL & THOMASON   RULE OF FOUR  ($11.99) This book has been getting tons of press and is said to be as good as The Da Vinci Code ($37.95) by DAN BROWN. On the eve of graduation two students at Princeton may have solved the mystery around the Hypnerotomachia Poliphili, a Renaissance text that has baffled scholars for centuries.

CAMERON, DANA  MORE BITTER THAN DEATH  (#5)  ($9.99) A terrific series, intelligent and witty. One of Marian’s faves. Emma Fielding is the likely suspect in the death of Julius Garrison, a famed archaeologist who is no friend to Emma or her family. Emma has to put her archaeological skills to forensic use to uncover the truth.
CARCATERRA, LORENZO  STREET BOYS  ($11.99)

CARROLL, J R  BLINDSIDE  ($16.95) Having served his eleven-year term for his role in a brutal home invasion that left two dead, Shaun McCreadie is now out and “free” to spend the $2.8 million from that heist. But not everyone has forgotten nor forgiven. Bent cops, drug deals, betrayals…all in a day’s work. 
CHILD, LEE  ENEMY  (#8)  ($11.99) The eighth in the series takes us back to when Jack Reacher was still a military policeman. A two star general is found dead in a cheap motel, his brief case missing. Jack's orders: Control the situation. But within hours the general's wife is dead and Jack is being set up as the fall guy. Gritty, fast moving, a great read. See Marian’s Picks.
CHRISTOPHER, PAUL  MICHELANGELO’S NOTEBOOK  ($10.99) aka Christopher Hyde. Finding a drawing of a dissected corpse, supposedly from Michelangelo’s near-mythical notebook, brings only death and destruction to art historian Finn Ryan. The drawing stolen, her boyfriend murdered, Finn seeks the help of an antiquarian book dealer and together they expose an electrifying secret from the final days of WW2—a  secret whose source lies in the dark labyrinthine heart of the Vatican.
CLARK, MARTIN   PLAIN HEATHEN MISCHIEF   ($14) Joel King, a defrocked Baptist minister, finds life difficult after his six-month stint in jail. Needing to make some money fast he becomes involved with a flock of charming con men, crooked lawyers, and conniving youth.

CLARK, MARY JANE  HIDE YOURSELF AWAY  ($9.99) Just hours before the KEY News crew arrives for their broadcast from Newport, Rhode Island, the skeleton of a socialite who disappeared fourteen years ago is found in a dank tunnel beneath a famous mansion. Next, the socialite’s daughter is found at the bottom of the Forty Steps that lead from the Cliff Walk to the ocean. When one of the KEY News interns is killed in a suspicious car accident and another disappears, Grace Callahan, a not so young intern, investigates.

COLLETT, CHRIS  WORM IN THE BUD  (#1)  ($10.95) A terrific debut novel that all of us here have loved. From a previous newsletter:  As I said, this is a first book, British, with a strong female character, Anna Barham, busy, selfish and self-centered, and Detective Inspector Tom Mariner who is investigating the murder of Anna's reporter brother, a saint, and trying to protect her autistic brother who possibly saw the murder. The mystery is terrific but what I loved most is the relationship between Anna and her autistic brother and the changes in her when she is forced to take over his care. See Wendy’s Picks.
CONANT, SUSAN  ANIMAL APPETITE  ($9.99)  A reissue. First published in 1997.
CONNORS, ROSE  MAXIMUM SECURITY  (#3)  ($10.50) At the urgent request of Harry Madigan, Marty Nickerson takes on the defense of Louisa Rawlings, a woman suspected of murdering her wealthy husband. Harry is Marty’s law partner. He’s also her lover, but he used to be Louisa’s…
COONTS, STEPHEN  LIARS AND THIEVES  ($10.99) Tommy Carmellini, a CIA operative who is not afraid to walk both sides of the law, uncovers a conspiracy that leads to the highest levels of the US government, and to a ruthless manipulator who will stop at nothing to keep a decades old secret.
CORNWELL, PATRICIA  TRACE  ($10.99) Kay Scarpetta, freelancing in South Florida, returns to Richmond, Virginia, at the behest of the recently appointed Chief Medical Examiner who claims that he needs her help. But nothing is as it once was.
CORPI, LUCHA  CRIMSON MOON. ($18.95) A Brown Angel mystery.
CORREA, ARNALDO  SPY’S FATE  ($21.00)

CORRIS, PETER  MASTERS MATES, 2003, and  COAST ROAD, 2004, ($16.95 each). Two recent Cliff Hardy novels. There must be some two dozen novels and any number of short story collections featuring this most popular Australian PI published but not around here. Here’s hoping that’s about to change.

COUGHLAN, EILEEN  GRIZZLY LIES  ($16.95)

COURTIER, S H  LIGNY’S LAKE   and  DEATH IN DREAMTIME  ($13.95 each) If you’ve been lamenting that you have read all the Arthur Upfield novels then give this writer a shot. He wrote twenty six novels set all around Australia but has been out of print for many years. Here are two and if you buy lots of copies maybe more will be reprinted.
CRAIG & TAPPLY  FIRST LIGHT  ($17.99) Brady Coyne and J.W. Jackson team up to solve a mystery on Martha's Vineyard.

CRAIG, PHILIP R  MURDER AT A VINEYARD MANSION  (#15)  ($9.99) J.W. Jackson is hired to help prove the innocence of a young man suspected of vandalizing a house and throwing the night watchman off a cliff.
CRESSWELL, JASMINE  FINAL JUSTICE  ($8.50) Somebody really wants Melody Beecham dead and her partner, Nick Anwar, 
isn’t about to let the woman he loves become the victim of a stone-cold killer, 
DAVIES, LINDA  FINAL SETTLEMENT  ($24.95) When beautiful and rich Morganna Hutton falls in love with the devastatingly handsome Archie Edge, she thinks he is the answer to her prayers. Until the nightmare begins. “This is my story. It’s not a pretty one. Don’t say I didn’t warn you” is the ominous note from the author.
DEERE, DICEY  IRISH VILLAGE MURDER  (#4)  ($9.99) American translator Torry Tunet helps her friend, housekeeper Megan O'Faolain, clear her name of murder. Historian John Gwathney was found brutally murdered at Gwathney Hall. Torry digs into Gwathney's research looking for clues and gets caught up in a whirlwind of theft, intrigue, and scandal. The first three in the series are The Irish Cottage Murder ($9.50), The Irish Manor House Murder ($9.99) and The Irish Cairn Murder ($9.50).
DEZENHALL, ERIC  SHAKEDOWN BEACH  ($21.95) The big lesson of American politics: when forced to look into one’s soul and confront the painful truths of murder, corruption, and sexual depravity, don’t be an idiot—hire the nastiest operatives money can buy and duck, dodge, and spin to November. By a guy who’s in the business of supplying such operatives. 
DIETZ, DENISE  FOOTPRINTS IN THE BUTTER  ($7.99) Wylie Jamestone, popular local artist and genuine creep, is murdered and the list of suspects is a mile-long. Ingrid Beaumont and Hitchcock the Dog investigate.
DISHER, GARRY   DRAGON MAN  (#1)  ($17.00) The debut of a series featuring Detective Inspector Hal Challis by another prolific Australian writer. A serial killer is on the loose in a small coastal town near Melbourne and it’s up to Challis and his team to apprehend him before he strikes again. See the hardcover section for the sequel, Kittyhawk Down ($33).
DONNELLY, DEBORAH  DEATH TAKES A HONEYMOON  (#4)  ($7.99) Wedding planner Carnegie Kincaid remembers the heat when she reunites with an old flame. But he’s about to marry her former best friend and, besides, planning for the wedding and solving a crime or two leaves Carnegie no time for carnal urges.
DOODY, MARGARET   POISON IN ATHENS (#4)  ($10.99) It is autumn, 330 B.C. and three separate cases have Athens buzzing. Aristotle, strongly aware of the city’s tensions and of the fragile nature of political constitutions, intervenes, lest the forthcoming trials break Athens into fragments. The first three in the series are: Aristotle Detective, Aristotle and Poetic Justice and Secrets of Life ($11.99 each).

DOUGLAS, CAROLE NELSON  CAT IN AN ORANGE TWIST  (#16)  ($9.99) Temple Barr accepts the job of planning a glitzy week of opening events for a trendy new furniture showroom. When the bodies start turning up Midnight Louie and his maybe-daughter Louise, are on the case. 

DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN  CRIME OF THE CONGO  ($65.00) Available again, but not cheap.
[DOYLE]GOEHMANN, JIM  WATSON’S FIRST DRAFTS 2 vol set  ($75, 2 volumes, trade paperback) This two volume set contains the private facts about all sixty Homes stories, the facts Dr. Watson and ACD were too reticent to publish when England’s safety, Holmes’s reputation, or relatively innocent persons were at risk

[DOYLE]GOEHMANN, JIM  BAKER STREET RHYMES AND RIDDLES  ($37.50 trade paperback) A collection of poems and quizzes for those who believe you can never get too much Sherlock Holmes.
[DOYLE]KINGHT, AMANDA  UNEXPECTED ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES  ($25 trade paperback) Three stories, including, another take on the Giant Rat of Sumatra.
[DOYLE]LEBLANC, MAURICE  ARSENE LUPIN VS SHERLOCK HOLMES, THE BLONDE PHANTOM  ($35.99)

DUNNE, JOHN GREGORY  NOTHING LOST  ($21.00)

EARLEY, PETE  BIG SECRET  ($10.99) US Federal Chief Investigator Nick LeRue is approached by Melanie, the twin sister of a woman he once loved. Melanie has being seeing images of her sister, Heather, being held captive by an unseen man, and she feels time is running out for Heather. Nick follows her trail to Pushmataha, Mississippi, where it appears Heather was close to uncovering the town's darkest secret: the beating and lynching of a young black man in 1955.

EDWARDS, MARTIN  TAKE MY BREATH AWAY  ($14.95) Lawyer-turned-writer Nic Gabriel is stunned when womanising Dylan Rees, his host at a champagne reception at the Houses of Parliament, is knifed by an ex-girlfriend and bleeds to death in front of him. It’s not just the horrific murder, but the fact that the ex had apparently committed suicide over five years ago!
EDWARDS, MARTIN ed GREEN FOR DANGER  ($24.95) A collection of stories.
EDWARDS, RUTH DUDLEY   CARNAGE ON THE COMMITTEE (#10)  ($10.99) Finally, after what seems like an age, we get the tenth novel to chuckle over. When the chairperson of the prestigious Knapper-Warburton Literary Prize dies in suspicious circumstances, Robert Amiss, the token sane member on the judging panel, wastes no time in summoning Baroness "Jack" Troutbeck. 

ELLROY, JAMES  BLOOD ON THE MOON  ($17.95) The first Lloyd Hopkins novel, reissued.
EMERSON, EARL  PYRO  ($10.99) A pyro starts to turn Seattle into his private hell, and for Lt. Paul Wollf that brings back memories of an arsonist’s fire that killed his firefighter dad, sending his mom into a spiral of depression.

EVANOVICH, JANET  TEN BIG ONES  ($10.99) One of Marian‘s Picks a year ago as, if nothing else, she found out which shower gel Ranger uses. Even if she can’t find it on Bayview Ave. As usual she loved this fast and witty read with the same old gang and the same fun.

EVANS, JON  DARK PLACES  (#1)  ($10.99) While hiking in Nepal Paul Wood finds the body of a murdered hiker, mutilated in a way he has witnessed once before, years ago, in Africa. The police in Nepal want to be shot of the matter, so Paul investigates
EVANS, LIZ  SICK AS A PARROT  (#5)  ($10.99) Grace is hired by a young adopted woman who wants her to prove that her birth mother was wrongly convicted of murder twenty years earlier; Hannah is convinced that her mother is innocent. In the course of her investigation, Grace is helped and hindered by a host of characters: an ambitious policeman, his wife, Hannah's grandparents, an ex-copper, an e-mailer, a homeless cop and the person who is trying to kill her. There is always an animal in these books and the one in this mystery is a dilly - Grace is unwillingly babysitting a psychotic parrot and to tell you any more about the bird would ruin the fun. A great series. 

FEINSTEIN, JOHN  A GOOD WALK SPOILED  ($10.50) The classic account of life on the Professional Golfers Association tour. First published a decade ago, now issued with a new afterword by the author. Still a classic and included here because what some people do to golf courses is indeed a crime.
FORD, G M   RED TIDE  (#4)  ($9.99) Rogue journalist and reclusive best-selling author Frank Corso is back trying to stop the terror that has hit the west coast of the USA. An airborne horror leaves a tunnel full of corpses below the streets of Seattle, and fear of biological weapons spreads fast. 
FORREST, KATHERINE V  HANCOCK PARK  ($20.00)

FOWLER, CHRISTOPHER FULL DARK HOUSE  (#1)  ($10.99)  A present day bombing rips through London and claims the life of eighty year old detective Arthur Bryant. For John May, it means the end of a partnership that lasted over fifty years. Both were members of London's Police Department Peculiar Crimes Unit. While searching for clues to the bomber identity, May finds his irascible old friend's notes of their very first case and becomes convinced that the past has returned, with a killing vengeance. 

FOWLER, EARLENE  BROKEN DISHES  (#11)  ($9.99) When Benni Harper's friend passes away he leaves his ranch to his daughter who turns it into a dude ranch. While their intentions were good the business is not. Benni's plan to help is to tempt vacationers with a quilting and western extravaganza. And then one of the ranch dogs discovers a human bone.

FREELING, NICOLAS  JANEITES  ($21.00)

FULMER, DAVID  CHASING THE DEVIL’S TAIL  (#1)  ($18.95) Set in Storyville, New Orleans, in 1907. Creole detective Valentin St. Cyr is sent to find the person who's murdering the prostitutes of Storyville. There's a new music called "jass" in the air and "King" Buddy Bolden is showering New Orleans with his loud brass. But St. Cyr begins to suspect his childhood friend Bolden could be the killer.

FURST, ALAN  DARK VOYAGE  ($19.95)  May 1941, a rust-streaked tramp freighter steams up the Tagus River to dock at the port of Lisbon. She flies the flag of neutral Spain but is really a Dutch freighter under the command of Captain Eric DeHaan, sailing for the Intelligence Division of the British Navy.

FYFIELD, FRANCES   LOOKING DOWN   ($10) Looking for rare crows on the cliffs of Dover Richard Beaumont, the painter, sees, instead, a woman jump to her death. So that’s the scene he paints. At home in London Richard’s neighbour, Sarah Fortune, is inexorable drawn into the mystery.

GADZIOLA, RICK  FREEZEOUT  (#2)  ($19.95) The second Jake Morgan novel, sequel to Raw Deal ($19.95). Another favour for one of his bosses and once again Jake’s up to his neck in tough guys. He’s been asked to baby-sit a twenty-something family member who coming to Vegas to visit and her visit reminds some of the heavies about a fifty year old murder and a lot of money that went missing. Good fun. Nice light touch and great sense of humour.
GAFFNEY, ED  PREMEDITATED MURDER  ($10.99) They have the killer. They have the evidence. They have everything but the truth. Zack and Terry, partners in law and best friends, have only one hope for their client: to spare him from the death penalty. But then the case takes a couple of surprising turns.
GARDINER, MEG  JERICHO POINT  (#3)  ($10.99) When a young woman tumbles dead onto the beach the police identify the body as Evan Delaney. But Evan is very much alive. Someone has stolen her identity. Both Marian and Wendy liked this one a great deal.
GARDNER, ASHLEY  SUDBURY SCHOOL MURDERS  (#4)  ($9.99) For the nouveau riche of London society the Sudbury School is where young boys are sent to become proper gentlemen. It’s also where Captain Gabriel Lacey has accepted a position as secretary to the headmaster. He’s really there to investigate a series of malicious pranks that have been plaguing the school recently. Regency England.
GASK, ARTHUR  SECRET OF THE GARDEN  ($13.95) First published in 1924. Falsely accused of embezzlement by his banking employers, John Cups turns against respectable Adelaide. 
GEARY, NANCY  REGRETS ONLY  ($10.50) Lucy O’Malley is newly assigned to the homicide unit of the Philadelphia Police Department and has little time for anything except work. But that changes when she falls in love with Archer Haverill, the rebellious only son of a prominent family. When Archer’s estranged mother is discovered dead on the premises of one of the city’s oldest, most exclusive men’s clubs, Lucy is pulled into the tangled web of the family and its rarefied community.

GLASS, LESLIE   CLEAN KILL  (#9)  ($10.99) Two murders in Manhattan’s exclusive East Side and both times it’s the nannies who look the guiltiest. Detective Woo investigates. 
GLEESON, JANET  THIEF TAKER  ($21.00) From the author of the excellent Grenadillo Box ($21), another mystery set in 18th-century England. Also excellent. This one deals with silver.
GOLDMAN, JOEL  DEADLOCKED  ($9.99) Attorney Lou Mason is hired by two people to look into the murder of a couple: the mother of the person executed for the killings and the now-teenaged boy, the only one left alive at the massacre. Both feel that the accomplice got off far too lightly. 
GORDON, ALAN R  THIRTEENTH NIGHT  (#1)  ($19.95) The first novel in one of Marian's favourite historical series, featuring Feste the jester. Now reissued in a trade paperback edition.
GRANGER, ANN  MIXING WITH MURDER  (#6)  ($24.95) See the Hardcover section for an annotation.
GREEN, TIM  FIRST 48  ($10.50) Washington Post reporter Jane Redmon, digging into a corruption case, disappears. Her father, a former cop and public prosecutor, knows he has about 48 hours to find her. With the help of his 300 pound best, and only, friend Mike Tubbs, a reformed motorcycle gang member and computer whiz, they set off to Washington, D.C., to find her.
GREIMAN, LOIS  UNZIPPED  ($10.99) Chrissy McMullen may has made the career switch from slinging drinks at Chicago’s most notorious nightclub to dispensing psychotherapy from her sleek new practice in LA. but that too-curvy figure still bedevils the men. Is that unethical behaviour?
GRIMES, MARTHA  DEER LEAP  (#7)  ($10.99) A new edition of the seventh Richard Jury novel.
GROSSMAN, LEV  CODEX  ($18.95) Edward Wozny, a hot-shot young banker, is sent to help a client uncrate and organise a personal library of rare books. His indignation turns to curiosity when he realises that among the volumes there may be a hidden unique medieval codex, a treasure kept sealed away for many years and for many reasons.
GUTTRIDGE, PETER  TWO TO TANGO  (#3)  ($20.00) Journalist Nick Madrid is in South America reporting on the Rock Against Drugs tour and he’s drawn into the mystery of who is trying to kill the tour’s headlining, larger-than-life, pain-in-the-posterior rock megastar Otis Barnes. Apparently, the murdering queue forms on the left. Funny stuff. Sequel to No Laughing Matter and Ghost of a Chance ($20 each).  
HAIBLUM, ISIDORE  NEW YORK CONFIDENTIAL  ($9.99) Introducing the uncle and nephew team of Weiss & Weiss, Private Investigators. The junior Weiss may have learned his trade from his uncle, a New York PI with a colourful career that dates back decades, but his current case is putting his skills to the test. What is disquieting is that this case has startling parallels to a case that the senior Weiss worked on half a century ago.
HAMBLY, BARBARA  DEAD WATER  (#8)  ($10.99) In nineteenth-century New Orleans Benjamin January is hired to follow Oliver Weems, a bank official who has absconded with $100,000 in gold and securities vital to the survival of the school for freed slaves that Benjamin and his wife Rose have founded. When Weems is found murdered, finding the loot becomes a lot harder.
HAMILTON, STEVE  ICE RUN  (#6)  ($9.99) Alex McKnight and Ontario Provincial Police Officer Natalie Raymond brave a snowstorm to spend the night together in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. They meet a mysterious old man who knows a lot about Natalie's family but by the next morning he is dead. His death rekindles an old blood feud that goes back decades to an event buried in her past.
HAND, ELIZABETH   MORTAL LOVE  ($18.95) “…the intense tale of unforgettable characters caught in a whirlwind of art, love, and intrigue that will take your breath away.”—The Blurb.

HARPER, KAREN  DARK ANGEL  (#3)  ($8.99) Sequel to Dark Road Home ($5.99) and Dark Harvest ($6.99). By the author of Poyson Garden ($10.99) and six other novels featuring Queen Elizabeth the First as an amateur sleuth.
HARRIS, CHARLAINE DEAD TO THE WORLD  (#4)  ($10.99) Sookie Stackhouse is a small-town cocktail waitress in small-town Louisiana. She is very pretty but has few friends because she can read minds and not many people like that. On the way home from work one evening she comes across a naked vampire on the road. It's Eric, still as scary and sexy as ever, but he has amnesia and it seems that someone is not only after his memory but also his life.
HARRISON, MIKE  ALL SHOOK UP  ($19.95) Canada’s newest and toughest private eye. Set in Calgary. Eddie Dancer is hired by a bank robber to find his partner in crime who has run off with the takings. A few days later Eddie gets a new client—you guessed it—the partner. He too claims to have been ripped off by his partner and wants  Eddie to find him. But there’s more to this, much more, than meets the eye. Good, light, breezy style, but not a comedy. Terrific reviews all around.  
HART, ELLEN  NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  (#8)  ($10.99) Two prominent Minneapolis businessmen are killed within minutes of each other. One of the two had killed the other’s wife in a automobile accident a year ago. Is there a connection between the two events? Sleuthing food critic Sophie Greenway believes that there is.
HARVEY, JOHN  MEN FROM BOYS  ($19.95) Seventeen masters of crime and suspense explore what it means to be a son, what it means to be a father, what it means to be a man. Contributors include: Billingham, Block, Connelly, Deaver, Hill, Lehane, Pelecanos, Robinson…
HARWOOD, JOHN  GHOST WRITER  ($19.95) Gerard Freeman has been hearing for years about his mother's idyllic childhood in England. Yet, there's something she's not telling him, something she's still terrified about. One day he creeps into her bedroom and breaks into a locked drawer looking for answers... A debut novel. "An elegant homage to the Victorian ghost story tradition...Harwood makes your flesh creep."--The Times (London).
HEALY, JEREMIAH  TURNABOUT  ($8.99) When General Alexander Van Horne’s grandson, Kenny, is kidnapped, the general calls Matthew Langway, former FBI agent and current security advisor, to head the search.
HEARN, LIAN  BRILLIANCE OF THE MOON  (#3)  ($20.00) The third installment in the Otori series, sequel to Across the Nightingale Floor ($21) and Grass for his Pillow ($20). Filled with adventure and twists of plot and fortune, this saga has been a hit with Marian.
HENDERSON, LAUREN  EXES ANONYMOUS  ($16.00) A self-help group for the unceremoniously chucked. A wise and witty romantic comedy about the nature of love and obsession, and how to recognise the difference between the two…
HIAASEN, CARL  SKINNY DIP  ($17.95) Chaz Perrone is a marine scientist who doctors water samples so that a ruthless tycoon can continue illegally dumping fertiliser into the Everglades. When Chaz suspects his wife, Joey, has figured out his scam, he pushes her overboard from a cruise liner into the Atlantic. She is plucked from the ocean by former cop Mick Stranahan. Instead of rushing to the police Joey decides to stay dead and with Mick's help, haunt and taunt her homicidal husband. Splendid form.
HIGGINS, JACK  HELL IS ALWAYS TODAY  ($10.99) A reissue. First published in 1968.
HIGHSMITH, PATRICIA  SMALL G  ($20.50) First published in North America ten years after the author’s death, this is the first trade paperback edition. The novel opens in Highsmithian fashion, in a seedy Zurich bar with the brutal murder of Petey Ritter. 
HOROWITZ, ANTHONY  KILLING JOKE  ($12.99) Killingly funny according to the jacket blurbs…
HOWARD, LINDA  KISS ME WHILE I SLEEP  ($11.99) Efficient and unapologetic, Lily Mansfield is a hired assassin working as a contract agent for the CIA. Her targets are the powerful and corrupt, those who can’t be touched by the law. But Lily seems to have an agenda of her own. The orders come in from on high: rein her in or bring her down.
HURLEY, GRAHAM  CUT TO BLACK  (#5)  ($10.99) Bazza Mackenzie has a chokehold on the Portsmouth cocaine market and after the detective in charge of a long-term covert operation to take him down is almost killed in a hit-and-run, it’s up to Joe Farady to put him away. An excellent series.

HUSTON, CHARLIE  CAUGHT STEALING  (#1)  ($17.95) Former baseball player Hank Thompson, now a bartender, gets himself in a pile of trouble that starts when his neighbour Russ has to leave town in a hurry and hands over Bud the Cat for Hank to look after. It isn't until two Russians drag Hank over the bar and beat him to a pulp that he realises he has something someone wants. He just doesn't know what it is.

HYDE, CHRISTOPHER  AMERICAN SPY  ($10.99) An American tycoon who’s casting his lot with Hitler has as his end game the total Nazi domination of Britain—unless our heroes, war correspondent Jane Todd and Major Lucas Dundee, can find a way to stop him. “…pure genius…”—New York Daily News.
JAMES, DEAN & CLAUDIA BISHOP  DEATH DINES IN  ($10.99) Sixteen culinary capers. Includes recipes by and author interviews with such authors as Donna Andrews, Carole Nelson Douglas, Mary Jane Maffini and others.

JAMES, P D   SKULL BENEATH THE SKIN  (#2)  ($10.99) A reissue.
JASKUNAS, PAUL  HIDDEN  ($16.50) Six years after Maggie Wilson helped put her husband in jail for an attack that nearly killed her she is informed that the state is about to let him go free. Another inmate has confessed to the crime. Oh, oh.
JAY, CHARLOTTE  ARMS FOR ADONIS  ($14.95) First published in 1961. Australian writer who spent some time in Lebanon in the 1950s and Lebanon is where this story is set. “Charlotte Jay cannot write a dull or graceless sentence.”—New York Times.
JENNINGS, MAUREEN  UNDER THE DRAGONS TAIL  (#2)  ($9.99) A reissue, now that the new one has been published.
JENNINGS, MAUREEN  NIGHT’S CHILD  (#5)  ($24.99) The new one. Signed copies. Pornography and the exploitation of children were very much alive in 19th century Toronto and Detective Murdoch is intent on washing away all the filth.
JOHANSEN, MICHAEL  CONFESSION IN MOSCOW  ($20.95) In the spring of 1990 Mathias Finne turns himself in at a police station in Moscow to confess to a murder he apparently committed in the last days of the Second World War in Denmark, as a ten-year-old boy.  
JOHNSON, WAYNE  THE DEVIL YOU KNOW  ($18.00) A novel that explores in exquisitely painful detail the subtle and not-so-subtle humiliations teenagers suffer at the hands of their parents and classmates. In an effort to make it up to his children for the abuse that they have suffered at his hands,  Max Geist plans a canoe trip in the Boundary Waters area. They soon cross paths with a group of dangerous men and the trip turns out to be a nightmare. 

JORDAN, NEIL  SHADE  ($16.95) Seeking peace from a turbulent world Nina Hardy has returned to the fading beauty of her old home, with its unkempt gardens and its views of the wild Irish Seas and its long-buried memories. But it’s not peace that she finds there.  “So good it leaves one wondering why he bothers making movies.”—Irish Times.
JOSS, MORAG  FEARFUL SYMMETRY  (#2)  ($10.99)  International cellist Sara Selkirk's second performance. All she's looking forward to is a few months of r & r at her picturesque cottage near Bath, having been on a grueling world tour. But no peace for her, not just yet. A virtuoso performance, as was the first, Funeral Music ($9.99). A reissue.
KALOGRIDIS, JEANNE  BORGIA BRIDE  ($19.95) Caught in the Borgias’ sinister web vivacious Sancha of Aragon summons her courage and uses her cunning to outwit Lucrezia and her brother at their own game. 

KELLY, JIM  FIRE BABY  ($10.99) In June 1976 Maggie Beck walked away from a plane crash clutching a baby in her arms. Twenty-seven years later she is dying and is in a hospital ward beside the wife of journalist Philip Dryden, Laura, who has been in a coma for the past four years. For the last few days Laura has listened to Maggie's death-bed confession surrounding events on the night of the crash all those years ago. It's a confession that will blow open the murder story which Dryden is covering. But can Laura somehow communicate to her husband the shocking secrets she has learned? The first book is The Water Clock ($10.99). Both excellent. 

KERLEY, JACK  HUNDREDTH MAN  ($10.99) Bizarre and cryptic messages found on a pair of corpses in Mobile, Alabama, launch junior police detective Carson Ryder and veteran cop Harry Nautilus into a desperate search for a mysterious killer. A debut novel. See Wendy's Picks.
KERR, PHILIP  MARCH VIOLETS  (#1)  ($18.00) The first in the Berlin Trilogy. Excellent. Also available in the omnibus volume, Berlin Noir ($23.50) that contains all three Bernie Gunther adventures.
KHADRA, YASMINA  DOUBLE BLANK  ($19.95)

KILIAN, MICHAEL  DEEPKILL  ($10.99) In an underwater valley known as Deepkill, off the coast of Delaware, a live nuclear bomb lies in thirty feet of water. It happened almost forty years ago but the Air Force wants to pretend it never happened. Retired Air Force pilot Burt Schilling wants the truth told before he dies.
KONRATH, JOE  WHISKEY SOUR  (#1)  ($9.99)  Lieutenant Jacqueline Daniels is having a bad week. Her live-in boyfriend has left, her credit card is maxed out by late night shopping therapy, and a killer who calls himself the Gingerbread Man is dumping mutilated bodies in her district. Jack and her binge eating partner, Herb, must catch the killer before he strikes again. A debut novel. 

KOONTZ, DEAN  TAKING  ($11.99) A suspense filled story of a community cut off from a world under siege, and the terrifying battle for survival waged by a young couple and their neighbours as familiar streets become fog-shrouded death traps.
LANE, VICKI  SIGNS IN THE BLOOD  ($10.99) The mist covered mountains of North Carolina hide many secrets, and murder is only one of them. Elizabeth Goodweather and her husband had built a rewarding life in the hills and hollows of their adopted Appalachian home but now that she’s all alone she discovers that a killer has been waiting all these year.
LAPLANTE, LYNDA  ROYAL HEIST  ($10.99) Edward de Jersey socializes with the cream of English society but he's not telling how he made his fortune. Until he needs to re-make it. He stole it.

LASHNER, WILLIAM  PAST DUE  (#4)  ($9.99) Defense attorney Victor Carl fights all the right fights for all the wrong reasons. Victor is always loyal to his clients, even if they are dead. Like Joey Cheaps, a no-account who takes a knife to the throat, but not before he shared with his lawyer his part in a terrible crime. With his client murdered Victor must search for a killer.
LAURIE, VICTORIA  BETTER READ THAN DEAD  (#2)  ($9.99) Sequel to Abby Cooper, Psychic Eye ($8.99) Abby’s psychic skills have come to the attention of the mob and this is a job that she can’t refuse. See Marian’s Picks.
LAVENE, JOYCE & JIM  PRETTY POISON  ($9.99) Meet a gardener who’s cultivated quite a talent for crime solving…Peggy Lee, botanist, detective’s widow, and owner of the Potting Shed, an urban gardener’s paradise in downtown Charlotte.
LAWRENCE, DAVID  NOTHING LIKE THE NIGHT  (#2)  ($10.99) Another adventure for DS Stella Mooney, whom we first encountered in the excellent Dead Sit Round in a Ring ($11.99). Stella is looking into the death of  Janis Parker and the disappearance of Stephanie James, Janis's flatmate. The obvious suspect is perhaps not the killer. See Wendy’s Picks.
LEAN, FRANK  RAISED IN SILENCE  (#7)  ($11.99) When student Meg Hands is found drowned in a Manchester canal, the police are only too anxious to classify her death as yet another sad result of alcoholic overindulgence. Her mom disagrees and asks Dave Cunane, Manchester's last resort of the hopeless, to investigate

LEE, ANTHONY  FIX  ($19.95) A debut novel. In custody for the double homicide of his friend, Felix, and an old enemy, Terry, Martin Quinn must decide whether to turn state's evidence and gain protection, or keep his mouth shut and face the wrath of New York's emerging Russian mafia. Published in hardcover as Martin Quinn.

LEON, DONNA  DOCTORED EVIDENCE  (#13)  ($10.99) Commissario Brunetti and his indispensable aid Signorina Elettra, investigate the death of a maid accused of killing her elderly employer. The case is unofficial because the maid was killed while trying to evade the police and she was carrying money and forged papers, so case closed. But Brunetti suspects another motive

LEONARD, ELMORE  MR. PARADISE  ($10.99) Roommates Kelly and Chloe are enjoying their lives: Kelly is a Victoria's Secret catalogue model and Chloe is an escort, until she decides in favour of a steady job as girlfriend to eighty-four-year-old retired lawyer Tony Paradiso aka Mr. Paradise. One night Chloe convinces Kelly to come to the house where Tony will be watching old Michigan football games. But things go awry and before the end of the night there will be two corpses, two angry hit men, one identity switch, a safety deposit box up for grabs, and fast on the scene, Detroit detective Frank Delsa.

LEYSHON, NELL  BLACK DIRT  ($17.99) “Each chapter digs deeper into the earth and each layer that’s peeled away reveals a darker, more sinister one beneath.”–Independent on Sunday. A debut novel.
LIGON, SAMUEL  SAFE IN HEAVEN DEAD  ($19.95) A terrific read. See J.D.'s Picks. 
LIMON, MARTIN  BUDDHA’S MONEY  ($19.50) A reissue, first published in 1998. A child held for ransom. A priceless jade artifact. Two army cops, joined at the hip, vie with Korean criminals and culture in 1970s Seoul. Terrific. By the author of Jade Lady Burning ($20), also terrific.
LINDSEY, DAVID  FACE OF THE ASSASSIN  ($10.99) The faceless are Paul Bern's business. As a forensic artist in Austin, Texas, he reconstructs the likenesses of unfortunate souls whose features have been obliterated by crime or accident. The US government blackmails him into co-operating in a clandestine mission against a Middle Eastern terrorist group that has made the drug jungles of South America its staging ground.

LINDSAY, JEFF  DARKLY DREAMING DEXTER  ($11.99) Dexter Morgan works as a blood-spatter analyst for the Miami police department, a job that allows him to keep tabs on the latest crimes and keep an eye open for his next quarry. He’s a serial killer as well, you see, but he operates by a golden rule: he kills only bad people. Excellent. Really. Quite witty, for a serial killer.
LITTELL, ROBERT  AGENT IN PLACE  ($20.00)

LOGAN, CHUCK  AFTER THE RAIN  ($10.99) Something terrifying is taking shape in an isolated corner of North Dakota, near the Canadian border: the mad dream of a damaged psychopath determined to wash a hated nation in the blood of countless innocents. For Phil Broker, unorthodox cop before his “retirement”, and indeed the entire continent, the clock is ticking down.
LOVESEY, PETER  UPON A DARK NIGHT  (#5)  ($17.95) All the Peter Diamond novel are now available in trade paperback, finally. Except Circle ($34), of course, which has just been published in hardcover. An excellent series. 
LUNA, LOUISA  SERIOUS AS A HEART ATTACK  ($17.95) After getting fired from her job at a calendar company Queenie Sells is hired by a wealthy acquaintance to track down his girlfriend, a stripper named Trigger Happy. Queenie finds Trigger dead in her apartment and becomes a suspect in her murder.
MACBRIDE, STUART  COLD GRANITE  ($24.95) See the Hardcover section for an annotation and Wendy’s Picks.
MCCARRY, CHARLES  OLD BOYS  ($21.00) Paul Christopher, an ex-agent, has an uneventful dinner with his cousin, Horace, also an ex-agent. A day later Paul vanishes. Months pass and his ashes are delivered by a Chinese official to the American consulate in Beijing. But Horace is not convinced that Paul is dead. So he  enlists the support of five other retired colleagues, the "Old Boys", and gets back in the game to find Paul.

MCLYNN, PAULINE  WOMAN ON THE BUS  ($14.95) Charlie Finn was pulling pints at his pub in Kilbrody, Ireland, when the woman from the bus walked through the door. Ruth Treacy's arrival and extraordinary behaviour is soon the talk of the town and the effect she has on Kilbroady's residents will change some of them forever.
MARSTON, EDWARD  RAILWAY DETECTIVE  (#1)  ($10.95) In 1851 the London to Birmingham mail train is robbed and derailed. Planned with military precision this crime challenges the new Police Force to its limits and leads Detective Inspector Robert Colbeck to discover a tangled web of murder, blackmail, and destruction. 
MARTIN, A E  SINNERS NEVER DIE  ($13.99) An Australian writer who capitalised brilliantly on his experiences of small-town and show-business life in this novel and his life with carnival folk in COMMON PEOPLE  ($13.95). Reissues of novels first published in 1944.
MASON, RICHARD  US  ($18.95) A novel about bullying and the lingering effects of childhood cruelty; about cliques, class and not fitting in.
MASTERS, PRISCILLA  RIVER DEEP  (#1)  ($10.95) Set in the old world town of Shrewsbury and featuring coroner Martha Gunn, this is the beginning of a new series. When the River Severn bursts its banks a body is found in a small cottage fronting the river. Floating face down in the rising water, it appears to have risen from the cellar by the flood. But Martha's instincts tell her that it was a homicide, a hunch borne out by the post mortem.
MATTURRO, CLAIRE   SKINNY DIPPING  (#1)  ($9.99) Introducing Sarasota, Florida, lawyer Lilly Rose Cleary. Witty, sassy, and a delightful read. This tofu-eating attorney tries to figure out who tried to ambush her at her office door just after successfully representing a client in a kayak whiplash case. See Marian’s Picks.
MICHAELS, BARBARA  AMMIE COME HOME, PRINCE OF DARKNESS  and  SEA KING’S DAUGHTER  ($9.99 each). Three reissues.
MILLER, JOHN RAMSEY INSIDE OUT  (#1)  ($10.99)

MILLS, MARK  AMAGANSETT  ($20.00) Just after World War II fisherman Conrad Labarde’s net pulls in the body of a beautiful young woman. Deputy Chief of Police of Amagansett, Tom Hollis, must traverse the shoals of class and community in order to determine if a crime has been committed, and by whom.
MONTALBAN, MANUEL VAZQUEZ MURDER IN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE  ($18.00) A reissue.
MOORE, HARKER  MOURNING IN AUTUMN  (#2)  ($10.50) NYPD policeman James Sakura is back trying to catch a serial killer who drugs and abducts young women from dance clubs. His blind wife, who was almost a victim on Sakura’s last case, (A Cruel Season for Dying $9.99), guides him with her inner vision.
MULLER, MARCIA   DANGEROUS HOUR  (#24)  ($9.99) Sharon McCone is stunned to learn that a favourite employee, streetwise and savvy Julia Rafael, has been charged with credit card fraud. She thinks there must be a mistake, until she finds the goods charged to the stolen card in the firm’s mailroom. As she starts to dig into the facts she realizes that someone is out to ruin her business, blacken her reputation and harm those close to her. Wendy really liked this one.
MURPHY, STEPHEN M  ALIBI  ($10.99) For twenty years Dutch Francis has taken on only one type of case: DWIs. That is until his childhood friend wants him to defend the troubled young man that they have “adopted” and who now stands accused of murdering a college football star. Dutch is up for the challenge, anything for a friend, and the more he investigates the more he is convinced that the young man is innocent. 

MYERS, TAMAR  MONET TALKS  (#12)  ($9.99) Charleston  antiques dealer Abigail, of Den of Antiquity, has come to possess a mouthy mynah bird named Monet. When Monet is kidnapped and a real Monet—which  she just doesn’t have lying around at the moment—is demanded for his safe return Abigail figures good riddance. But, not so quick.
NELSON, JAMES L GLORY IN THE NAME  (#1)  ($21.95)  A novel of The Confederate Navy. “It is, by far, the best Civil War novel I’ve read, reeking of battle, duty, heroism, and tragedy. It’s a triumph of imagination and good, taut, writing.”—Bernard Cornwell, himself the author of four novels about the Civil War. 
NICHOLSON, LORNA SCHULTZ  SEE FOX RUN  ($19.99) When a downtown Vancouver hooker visits Intuko, a sensitive Inuit minister who runs a struggling church, she asks him to take her daughter should anything happen. Soon the frightened mother ends up murdered in a back alley and Intuko has to find the young girl and the murderer.
NYKANEN, MARK  BONE PARADE  ($9.99) Ashley Stassler is a horrific killer whose penchant for identifying and tracking down certain doomed families to kill is exceeded only by his passion for making sculpture out of bronze.
O’DONNELL, PETER  XANADU TALISMAN  (#9)  ($21.00) One more Modesty Blaise novel reissued.
O’MARIE, SISTER CAROL ANNE MURDER IN ORDINARY TIME  (#4)  ($9.99) Bit by bit the early Sister Mary Helen novels are being reissued, but not in any particular order.
PADURA, LEONARDO  HAVANA RED  (#1)  ($20.00) The first of the Havana quartet featuring Lieutenant Mario Conde, winner of various awards including the Hammett Prize. Contemporary Havana is the setting.
PAGE, KATHERINE HALL  BODY IN THE ATTIC  (#14)  ($9.99) Caterer Faith Fairchild's husband is spending a semester teaching at Harvard's Divinity School and the family has happily settled into their large, old home in historic Cambridge. Faith discovers a diary hidden in the attic of the old house written by a woman living there in 1946. It reveals unspeakable horrors and soon dark secrets seem to penetrate every room.
PALMER, LINDA  LOVE HER TO DEATH  (#2)  ($9.99) Daytime drama writer Morgan Tyler figures she has one thing in common with the characters she routinely imperils: she doesn’t know what is going to happen next in her life either. Sequel to Love is Murder ($8.99).
PARETSKY, SARA  KILLING ORDERS  (#3)  ($10.99) A reissue.
PARKER, ROBERT B  DOUBLE PLAY  ($10.99) A veteran of World War II and a survivor of Guadalcanal, Joseph Burke is hired by the Brooklyn Dodgers as bodyguard for Jackie Robinson. The story is set in 1947, the year Jackie broke major-league baseball's colour barrier.

PAWSON, STUART  JUDAS SHEEP  (#3) and LAST REMINDER  (#4)  ($10.95) The next two Charlie Priest novels to be reissued. This is an excellent series and not one you should miss. Unfortunately the first two seem to be in short supply at the Canadian distributors but they say they’ll get more in sooner or later. 
PELLETIER, CHANTAL  GOAT SONG  ($18.95) Insp. Maurice Lacie is in charge of two cases: the naked bodies of a star male dancer and a beautiful young girl have been found entwined together in a dressing room of the Moulin Rouge and a junkie is killed in a nearby flat. Depressed by what is happening to his beloved Montmartre and exhausted by the emptiness of his love life, and plagued by a female boss who bombards him with tales of her sexual exploits…it’s good to be obsessed about his work.
PEPPER, KATE  SEVEN MINUTES TO NOON  ($9.99) On a day that seems perfectly ordinary, Alice Halpern waits for her best friend at the playground where they always meet with their children. When Lauren doesn’t arrive and then fails to pick her son up from school, a normal day turns into a nightmare.
PEPPER, KATE  FIVE DAYS IN SUMMER  ($9.99) She was supposed to be right back. Before the long drive home from vacation on Cape Cod, Emily Parker made a quick run to the grocery store…and disappeared.
PEREZ-REVERTE, ARTURO  QUEEN OF THE SOUTH  ($20.00) Teresa Mendoza had instructions from her drug running boyfriend: "If the cell phone rings, run, it means I'm dead and they are coming for you next." The phone rings and in order to survive she must enter an ugly and dangerous world. The story spans decades and continents and recounts the life of Teresa as she becomes the 'Queen of the South'.
PETERS, ELIZABETH  SEVENTH SINNER  (#1)  ($9.99) A reissue of the first in the Jacqueline Kirby series .
PHILLIPS, ARTHUR  EGYPTOLOGIST  ($21.00) Just as Howard Carter unveils the tomb of Tutankhamen, Oxford-educated Egyptologist Ralph Trilipush is staking his professional reputation, and his fiancée’s fortune, on a scrap of hieroglyphic pornography. Meanwhile a relentless Australian detective sets off in search of a murderer. How does all this tie together?  
PHILLIPS, ARTHUR  PRAGUE  ($21.00) Five American expats come to Budapest in the early 1900s to seek their fortune. Not a crime novel, but “Wry and skillful…”—The New York Times Book Review. 
PICCIRILLI, TOM  NOVEMBER MOURNS  ($7.99) By the author of The Choir of Ill Children ($8.99) and winner of the Bram Stoker Award.
PRESTON & CHILD BRIMSTONE  ($10.99) Behind the gates of a fabulous Hampton estate, FBI Special Agent Pendergast discovers the carnage of a gruesome crime. He reunites with police officers Vincent D’Agosta and Laura Hayward to investigate.
RACINA, THOM  DEEP FREEZE  ($10.99) A meteorological anomaly is transforming the West Coast into a frigid nightmare and a radical faction sees it as a catalyst for a New Order—an Armageddon that will yield a rampage of murder and destruction in the name of their God.
REDFERN, ELIZABETH  AURIEL RISING  ($10.99) Disreputable in appearance, Ned Warriner makes his way through squalid streets and rat-infested wharves of 1609 London, hiding from those who still hunt him for the crime that drove him from England. He has in his possession a letter that may contain the secret of the Philosopher's Stone, the method for making gold, but it has brought death to those who have possessed it.
REICHS, KATHY   MONDAY MOURNING ($11.99) Temperance Brennan, forensic anthropologist from North Carolina and Quebec, has come from Charlotte to Montreal during the bleak days of December to testify as an expert witness at a murder trial. Number seven in the series.

RICHARDS, LINDA L  MAD MONEY  ($7.99) What harm could there be in acting on an insider tip? Ever heard of Martha Stewart? Well, Madeline Carter, our heroine, acts on the tip and when the stock goes south, and the tipper goes missing, someone’s got to do something. Your cue, Madeline… Really good fun, really. Short listed for the Ellis Award this year, 
RICKARDS, JOHN  WINTER’S END  (#1)  ($10.99) Sheriff Townsend of Winter's End, Maine, needs the help of his childhood friend, ex-FBI interrogator turned PI Alex Rourke, to sort out the puzzling case he has at hand. "Grips you from its chilling opening scene to its stunning conclusion. A fine debut." says our Peter Robinson. Wendy agrees.
RIDLEY, JOHN  THOSE WHO WALK THE DARKNESS  ($9.99)

ROBB, MAUREEN  PATTERNS IN SILICON  ($20.95)

ROBINSON, PETER  RETURN OF INSPECTOR BANKS OMNIBUS EDITION  ($24.00) The third Insp. Banks omnibus contains Final Account (aka Dry Bones Don’t Dream in the UK), Innocent Graves and Dead Right (aka Blood at the Root in the US).
RUSSELL, CRAIG  BLOOD EAGLE  ($24.95) The Canadian trade paperback edition of the police procedural set in Hamburg with half-Scottish, half-German detective Jan Fabel. This is a violent book with Fabel tracking down a monstrous killer, hopefully before more bodies are discovered. Wendy, who likes tough books could not put this book down. The Hamburg setting is wonderful, she said. We still have a few copies of the UK hardcover on hand ($34.95). Autographed copies available.
RUSSELL, JAMES  BLUE FATHER BLOODY SON  ($18.95) What would a father do if he discovers that his son is a serial killer? Signed copies while supply lasts. Trade paperback original from this Canadian writer.
RYAN, ROBERT  NIGHT CROSSING  (#3)  ($14.95) It’s 1938. Ulrike Walter, a beautiful German musician engaged to Erich Hinkel, a member of the Hitler Youth, meets Inspector Cameron Ross of Scotland Yard and her life changes forever. After the horrors of Kristallnacht, Ulrike flees Germany for the safety of England but is instead imprisoned as an enemy alien. Her only hope of rescue is Cameron, who is falling in love with her. But Erich is captured  and faces interrogation by Cameron. The makings of a love triangle?
SAYLOR, STEVEN  JUDGMENT OF CAESAR  (#9)  ($9.99) Gordianus the Finder is seeking a cure for his wife, Bethesda, in the sacred waters of the Nile. But his plans go awry and he finds himself defending the son he once disowned, who stands accused of murder. 
SCHAFFER, DYLAN  MISDEMEANOR MAN  ($19.95) Gordon Seegerman is a reluctant public defender by day and the wildly enthusiastic lead singer in a Barry Manilow cover band by night. His boss sticks him with a misdemeanour flasher case Seegerman thinks will be easy. But the accused disappears. a key witness winds up dead and Seegerman, with his band members in tow, lands in the legal tangle of his career.
SCHERF, MARGARET  GREEN PLAID PANTS  ($19.95) The second Emily and Henry Bryce novel, sequel to The Gun in Daniel Webster‘s Bust ($19.95). A “daffy series featuring Emily and Henry Bryce, two Manhattan decorators,”  as the Schantzes tell you in their eloquent introduction. Here’s hoping they re-print the rest of the series. 
SCOTT, JUSTIN   FROSTLINE  ($10.50)  The third Ben Abbott novel. And terrific. See J.D.’s  and Marian's Picks. 
SCOTTOLINE, LISA   KILLER SMILE  ($10.99) At the start of World War II Amadeo Brandolini was arrested by the FBI as part of a mass internment of Italian-Americans and sent to a camp in Montana, where he eventually committed suicide. Now, more than sixty years later, lawyer Mary DiNunzio is hired by his son's estate to sue for reparations. With only a lock of hair, an old wallet, and a sheet of paper filled with odd doodles to go on, Mary begins her research.

SEARLES, JOHN  STRANGE BUT TRUE  ($18.95) Philip Chase moves back home with his mother Charlene, a bitter woman, who has never fully accepted the death of her younger son Ronnie, five years earlier.  But a startling tale unfolds when Ronnie’s high school girlfriend shows up on their doorstep and claims she is nine months pregnant with Ronnie’s child.

SEFTON, MAGGIE KNIT ONE, KILL TWO  (#1)  ($9.99) The first in the Knitting Mystery series. Includes a “delicious” recipe and a knitting pattern. Kelly Flynn must untangle the mystery behind her aunt’s, the expert knitter, murder. “If you like knitting you will love this”, says Marian. 
SHAW, CATHERINE  THREE BODY PROBLEM  (#1)  ($10.95) An interesting first novel set in Cambridge, England in 1888. Schoolmistress Vanessa Duncan recounts the story, by means of letters, to her twin sister Dora as she helps solve the murder of three Cambridge University mathematicians. Great for any mathematicians in the group or those that love an academic mystery.
SLAUGHTER, KARIN ED  LIKE A CHARM  ($19.95) A novel in sixteen voices: one bracelet with sixteen charms. From nineteenth-century Georgia, where the bracelet was forged, to wartime Leeds, the underside of London's Soho, a Manhattan cab, the frozen cliffs of Nova Scotia and back to Georgia, each story takes you on a journey of murder, betrayal, and intrigue. Some of the contributing authors are Peter Robinson, John Connolly, John Harvey, Lee Child, Mark Billingham, Denise Mina, and Jerrilyn Farmer.
SMITH, TAYLOR  LIAR’S MARKET  ($8.50) In Hong Kong a beautiful woman is pushed off a balcony to her death. In London a young American is gunned down outside the US embassy. In Washington a senior CIA official vanishes into thin air. Random, unrelated events? Or pieces of the same puzzle? In the business of treachery, there are no fair-trade rules. It’s always a liar’s market.
SPEARS, STEVE J  MURDER AT THE FORTNIGHT  (#1)  ($24.95) Set under the bright lights of the world of show business. When celebs start dropping like flies Stella Pentangeli, Lady Showbiz Detective, and Investigator Ng, The Last Honest Cop, must battle media hysteria and political backstabbing in their desperate search for a killer who keeps on killing. Who will be next?
SPEARS, STEVE J  MURDER BY MANUSCRIPT  (#2)  ($24.95)  Stella Pentangeli, Lady Showbiz Detective, wants to know if William Shakespeare belonged to a cult which resurrected dead people. Investigator Ng, The Last Honest Cop, wants to find out why a relentless monster is using Shakespeare’s personal recipe to make “resurrection soup” out of 21st-century citizens. All the serial killer wants is to add Stella and Ng to the menu.

SPENCER-FLEMING, JULIA  OUT OF THE DEEP I CRY  (#3)  ($9.99) The disappearance of the physician from the town of Miller Kill's clinic results in another unavoidable collaboration between former army chopper pilot, now priest at the Episcopal Church, Clare Fergusson, and police chief Russ Van Alstyne. The first two in the series are In the Bleak Midwinter and A Fountain Filled With Blood ($9.99 each).

SPIEGELMAN, PETER  BLACK MAPS  ($11.99) John March, who walked away from his family's venerable merchant bank for the life of a rural deputy sheriff, is now a P.I. in Manhattan running away from his grief. He takes the case of Rick Pierro, a self made man who has everything, and who's in danger of losing it all. March's investigations convinces him that his client is the latest victim of a serial extortionist diabolically adept at psychological and physical intimidation. A debut novel.

STEPHENSON & GEORGE  INTERFACE  ($21.00)

STEPHENSON, NEAL & J. FREDERICK GEORGE  COBWEB  ($21.00) By the author of Snow Crash “A charming, uproariously clever thriller, in the rich tradition of Ross Thomas and Richard Condon.”—Kirkus Reviews. Well that’s good enough for me. And the fact that Snow Crash ($21) was terrific.
STEPHENSON, NEAL CONFUSION  (#2)  ($22.50) The second in the Baroque Cycle set in the late 1700s. Sequel to Quicksilver ($22.50 trade).
STIEFEL, VICKI  BODY PARTS  ($8.99)

STRALEY, JOHN  WOMAN WHO MARRIED A BEAR  (#1)  ($17.50) The introduction of Cecil Younger. First published in 1992.
STUART, ANNE  BLACK ICE  ($8.50)

SWINDELLS, MADGE  TWISTED THINGS  ($10.95) Set amidst Dover’s turbulent underworld. When an explosion blows their yacht apart, her husband dead and or missing, herself badly hurt, Clara Conner wonders if this was an accident or was her husband up to something? As she begins to sort through his business affairs she realises he was not the man she thought he was. 
TANENBAUM, ROBERT  HOAX  (#16)  ($11.99) New York District Attorney Butch Karp goes head-to-head with a crooked wannabe mayor, the rap underworld, and rogue churchmen.
TAYLOR, SARAH STEWART  MANSIONS OF THE DEAD  (#2)  ($9.99) When college student Brad Putnam turns up dead in his Boston apartment, Homicide Detective Timothy Quinn seeks the help of art history professor Sweeney St. George to make sense of the evidence. An expert on "the art of death" she identifies the objects found on the body as mourning jewelry. The first in the series is O Artful Death ($9.99).
TELUSHKIN, JOSEPH  UNORTHODOX MURDER OF RABBI WAHL  ($14.95) A reissue. First published in 1987 and, if memory serves, terrific.
TEMPLETON, ALINE  COLD IN THE EARTH  (#1)  ($24.95) See the Hardcover section for an annotation.
THOMPSON, VICTORIA  MURDER ON MARBLE ROW  (#6)  ($9.99) The American Anne Perry. New York at the turn of the twentieth century and our heroine is midwife Sarah Brandt, who has seen more than her share of joy and sorrow, birth and death.
THOR, BRAD  STATE OF THE UNION  ($11.99) With Soviet sleeper agents preparing to detonate nuclear bombs smuggled into the USA, President Jack Rutledge turns to ex-Navy SEAL and Secret Service Agent Scot Harvath. 

TOLL, EMILY  KEYS TO DEATH  (#4)  ($9.99) The hoped-for relaxing holiday turns into a murder investigation for Lynne  Montgomery when she stumbles across the dead body of  a friend of a friend on the beach in the Florida Keys.
TYRRELL, PATRICIA  RECKONING  ($19.95) Your three-year-old daughter, who was kidnapped twenty years ago, is returned to you. Would you know her? Would she know you? Could she still love you? “Every so often a book of such stunning originality comes along that you find yourself forced to re-evaluate long held judgments and opinions. The Reckoning does all this and more. It’s a haunting, thought-provoking and perceptive study of human relationships.”—Yorkshire Evening Post.
VAN DE WETERING, JANWILLE MURDER BY REMOTE CONTROL  ($22.00)

VAN GULIK, ROBERT  CHINESE MAZE MURDERS  ($16.00) Another Judge Dee mystery back in print.
VARIOUS   MOMENT ON THE EDGE  ($19.95) Edited by Elizabeth George, the collection spans 100 years of crime writing by women. Twenty-six stories by the best in the genre: Sayers, Rendell, Paretsky, Marsh, Jance…

VARIOUS/MCLOUGHLIN, TIM  BROOKLYN NOIR 2: THE CLASSICS  ($22.95)

VERON, J MICHAEL  CADDIE  ($19.95)

VIETS, ELAINE  JUST MURDERED  (#4)  ($9.99) When Helen Hawthorne takes a job at an upscale bridal salon she expects to see some sentimental tears, not death. When a rich, obnoxious mother-of-the-bride is killed and Helen’s fingerprints are found on the murder weapon, well, it’s a good thing that Helen has many talents. Including detecting. 
WALKER, SUE   THE REUNION   ($10.99) Twenty-six years ago in Edinburgh seven teenagers spent a year together in an experimental home for highly intelligent but dysfunctional adolescents. They all left The Unit. But it never left them. Now, two deaths have occurred that relate back to those days.

WALL, KATHRYN R  PERDITION HOUSE  ($9.99) Another Bay Tanner novel. This time a fifth cousin twice removed calls Tanner from jail and needs to be bailed out. A story that takes you back to Civil War days. In the South Carolina Lowcounty, blood is thicker than water…and infinitely more dangerous.
WALL, KATHRYN R  JUDAS ISLAND  ($9.99) Financial consultant and sometime-detective Bay Tanner flees Paris and the collapse of her short-lived affair with Interpol agent, Alain Darnay. She returns to her father's ante-bellum mansion in Beaufort, South Carolina, where a short time later an archaeologist friend of her partner-in-crime, Erik Whiteside, discovers a grave on an obscure island just off the South Carolina coast and hints that the bones it contains may be those of a murder victim. 
WALTER, JESS  OVER TUMBLED GRAVES  (#1)  ($19.95) The first Caroline Mabry novel, a police procedural set in Spokane, WA, and excellent. Now reissued in a trade paperback to coincide with the release of the second Mabry. See J.D’s Picks.
WALTER, JESS  LAND OF THE BLIND  (#2)  ($19.95) Over a period of forty-eight hours a mysterious figure writes out his confession while in police custody. He confesses an entire life: a tale of poverty and politics, of obsession and revenge, while police detective Caroline Mabry races against time to investigate not merely a murder but the story of two men's darkly intertwined lives. Terrific reads these two. Read them in order. See J.D.’s Picks.
WAMBAUGH, JOSEPH  NEW CENTURIONS  ($10.95) A reissue.
WARNE, PHILIP S.  WHO WAS GUILTY  ($30.00) See the Hardcover section for an annotation.
WEBBER, HEATHER quinn  TROUBLE IN SPADES  (#2)  ($8.99) Sequel to A Hoe Lot of Trouble ($8.99). Landscaping is Nina Quinn’s business, but trouble seems to be her middle name. 
WEISMAN, FRANCESCA   NOWHERE'S CHILD  ($10.99) A young boy on the periphery of a murder case  needs to make sense of who he has become. His quest leads him to an ageing Det. Smallbone, the man who investigated the case so many years earlier. 

WEISMAN, JOHN  JACK IN THE BOX  ($10.99)

WHITE, KATE  TIL DEATH DO US PART  ($9.99) Sometime-sleuth Bailey Weggins heads to Greenwich Connecticut to help an acquaintance, Ashley Hanes, discover who is killing the bridesmaids of a wedding where Ashley is also a bridesmaid. When Ashley is murdered, and Bailey attacked, she decides things are more serious than she thought.

WHITE, MICHAEL C  GARDEN OF MARTYRS  ($19.95) Based on an actual murder in 1805. Two Irish Catholic immigrants were on the Boston Post road headed to New York when a Yankee farm boy travelling the other way was robbed and murdered. The two men were arrested for the crime. This is their story.

WILKINS, KIM  AUTUMN CASTLE  ($9.99)

WILLIAMS, CHARLIE  DEADFOLK  ($20.00)

WILLIAMS, LEN  JUSTICE DEFERRED  ($10.99)

WIPRUD, BRIAN M  STUFFED  (#2)  ($10.99) Sequel to Pipsqueak ($10.99). Taxidermy is Garth’s life. Buying, selling and renting that is, not the actual stuffing. Why are people dying to get their hands on a stuffed white crow in a bell jar, anyway? It wasn’t exactly the Maltese Falcon. But, then, Garth is not exactly Sam Spade. 
WRIGHT, EDWARD horn  WHILE I DISAPPEAR / SILVER  ACE  (#2)  ($10.99) The second John Ray Horn novel, sequel to the Dagger Award-Winner Clea's Moon ($10.99). A leading lady, co-star in Horn's second movie, is found strangled in her shabby rooming house. Horn, who had been looking for her, cannot understand how her circumstances came to be so reduced and who would want to kill her. Aided by his Indian sidekick, Joseph Mad Crow, he investigates.
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